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PiUlT I.—OBrHOQRiuPilT.

A, Cf 1,0, u, w and 1/ are vow^els.

The remaining fiineteen letters are con-

Aonants.

Th^ union of two vowels in one sound is

called a Diphthong,

When both vowels are heard, it is called a

proper Diphthong ; as, ou in sound.

When only one of the vowds is Iraard, it is

ealled an improper Diphthong ; as, oa in hoaU
The unioi;! of three vowels in on^i sound is

called a Triphthong ; as, iew in view.

All the vowels, many of the diphthongs, and severa^I of

the consonants, have more than one sound. Thus, tho

vowel a has four sounds, as in /a ^c, fait /s^t ff^Ui the

diphthongf ea^ has four, as in. heart heart, heat, breast;

and the coQeQuant c has twp. as in city, call.

On the othpr hand, many, of the sounds are represented

by several l^tt^rs. Thus, e,.a8 :n me, is represented by ae,

ay, ea, ee, ei,fio, ey, i,ia, ie, oe, oi, and y; as in the words
Caaar, quay, hear, see, neither, people, key, pique, cavi'

are, relieve,Joelus, turkois, and duty ; and the sound of

k, as in kill,)» represented by c, ch, q^ and gh, as in the

words corn, character, quoit and hough.

An accurate knowledge of the sounds of the vawels,

diphthongs, triphthongs, and consonants, i^ only to be
acquired by a careful attention to orthoepy, as it is to be
found in pronouncing dictionaries of established re|>uta-

tion, and as it is practised by persons of education and
titste.

SYLLABLES AND WORDS.

A Syllable is a single sound, represented by
one or more letters ; as, a, aw, ant.

In every syllable there must be at least one
vowel.


