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Torqucmadii' says:

They had, imuI Htill luivr, workmen vvlui tnuku kiiivuHof ii iTrtiiin Itlack Htotin or

Hint, which it is a nioHt won«l<M-fnl iind ii<iniira)ih) tiling to hit them iiiiike ont of tln^

Htonr; iiinl the in^tMiiiity wliich invented thin iirt i» nineh to he |>raiMed. They :ir*>

made and n»t out of tlie Htono (if one can exphiin it) in thiH nnuiner: One of these

Indiiin workmen Hits down npoii the irronnd and taken n piece of tliis hhiek Ntonc,

whi<')i is like Jet, and liard aH Hint, and in a stone which nii^lit hi' caHed precions,

more beantitiil and hrilliant than ulahaHter or Jasper, so niiicii ho that of it areniade

tablets and niiiroiH. Tlir ]Mece tliey take is ahont 8 inches lou};, or rather more,

and as thick as one's lefj «»r rather less, and cyliinlrical. They have a stick as huye
as the sliaft of a lance, and '^ cnhits, or rather more, in length, and at tlie eiul of it

they fasten tirmly another piece of wood S inches \ou>i, t<> K've more weight to this

part, then i)re8sinK their naked feet to;;ether, they hold the stones as with a pair ot

pincers or the vise of a (Mirpeiiter's bench. They tak<' the stick (which is cnt oil'

smooth at the end) with br>th hands, and set it well liomit against the edf;e of the

fnmt of tiie Htone, which also is ent smooth in that part; and then they press it

a<;ainst their breast, and with tln^ force of the ]iressnre tluue tlies oil' a knife, with

it'H ])oint an<l ed^e ttn eacii Hiih', as neatly as if one were to make them of a tni'nip

with a sharp knife, or of iron in the tin^ Then they sharpen it on a stone, nsin^^ a

lione to jjive it a very line edge; and in a v«'ry sliort time these workmen will mak»i

more than 20 knives in the aforci^.iid manner. They come out of tlie same s)ia])e an

our barbers' lancetH, exce])ttliat they lia\e a rib np the middle, and have a Blight

graceful curve toward the jioint. 'Ihey will cut and shave the hair the llrsi time

tliey are used, .it the liist cnt nearly as wcdl iis a steel razor, but they lose their edge

at the second cut; and so to linish shaving one's beard or li.-iir, one after another has

to be. used; though indeed they are cliea]>, and spoiling tlicm is of no eonsecinenee.

Many Sjianiards, Ix-*'' - 'iilar and seculai <lergy, have b(>en shaved with them,

especially iit the bej., i of the colonization of these realms, when there was no

siH^h abundance as ni .if the necessary instruments and people who gain their

livelihood by ^tracticing this occu)>iitioi^l^nt I conclude by s.iying that it is an

admirable thing to see them made, aiii^Pw small argument for the capacity of tl.e

men who found out siu^h an invention.

Tyloi"' says:

llermindcz gives a siniilai' account of the process. He cimpares the wooden uistrn-

nient used to a crossbow. It was evidently a T-shap(Nl luplement, and the work-

man held the crosspiece with his two hands against his h.east, while the end of the

straight stick rested on the stone. He furthermore gives a descripticui of the mak-
ing of the well known ma(]iiahuitl, <u" Aztec w.ir club, whi<'li was armed on both

sides with a row of obsidian knives, or teeth, stuck into holes with a kind of gum.
W'th this instrument, he says, a man could be cut in half at a blow—an absurd

statement which has been repeated by more modern writ<us.
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