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wliicli, under liriti-li rule, did not know liow to yield for a time to

the <)ver\vlielniiii<j^ force of a popular majority CM)nstitntionally (»l)(aiiied,

woidd l)e obii^'ed to take up a new pditical position very oorusiderably

ill advance of its past profi'ssions, or he content to surrender all liope

of materially intlui'nciny^ for the future the utlairs of /Ac new State.'

Thus, in the Caiiadus, party animosities and the superior pro-

ijress of" the noar(\st States arc tlu; chiet internal sources of danp'r;

but in the valuable province of New iJrunswick—accordinjj to

Professor Johnston—the tind)er, or 'hnuber,' trade, has been the

jrreat fountain of evil. At first there was an apj)arently inexhaust-

ible resource in its boundless forests. The cuttinjr of the trees,

th(> haula«;e and iloatinu: of them down the rivers, jjave healthy em-

i)lovnu'nt to many nu'n ; the raisinsj^ food for these men called

atiricultural industry into play ; tUv export of the timber employed

many vessels and enriched nuuiy merchants. I]ut the cultintr went

on most lavishly, even at low j)rices ; while every year carried the

scene of the woodmen's labours further up the main rivers and

into more remote creeks and tributaries,—adding, of course, to

tiic lalu)ur of procurin<>- the lojjs, and their cost when brouj^ht to

the j)lace of sliippinij:. l)esj)ite of the j^radual overstoc kiu}'' of

tli:? home market, the colonists U(nit on fellinp; trees and bulldinj^

saw-mills, till the; ireneral endiarrassment became sufficiently alarm-

iuij. Just at this jumture, in ])ursuance of our new j)olicy, the

TiMd)er Duties Bill of iS^t) was passed. This at once broujilit

matters to a climax: ccmntless families were ruined, and the cry of

discontent has never since <rone down.

Out of the iunnediate evil the Professor anticipates an ultimate

p)()d for New Brunswick. It was, he says, an a( knowledji^ed

effect of the lumber-trade that, so lonjj^ as it constituted the lead-

ing industrv of that province, it overshadowed and lowered the

social rank of every other. The lumberer, fond as the Indian of the

free air and untrammelled existence of the forest, receivinjif ample

wajjes, livin;"^ on the finest flour, and enjoyinu^ lonu,- seasons of

Jioliday, looked down upon the ajjcricultiual drudj^e who toiled

the year lon"^ on his few acres wit!; little beyond a comfortable

nialntenance to show on the credit side. The youns: and adven-

turous amonii; the province-born were tempted into what was con-

sidered a hijxher and nu)re manly, as well as a more remunerative

line of life; and many of the hardiest immiji^rants followed their

example. A ^rcat proportion of the farmers themselves were

seduced by the occasionally splendid profits of lumbering—as a

lucky hit in a minins^ country makes crowds of miners ; and thus

not (mly was the risinsj; jjeneraticm largely demoralised by the

habits of the woods, l)ut agriculture was neglected, and the

farmers very generally involved in difficulties.
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