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been Sivid that there was a reduction

U[)on some items. There was a i-eduction

of about 2c. per gallon on molasses, of

which tiiey in New Brunswick had im-

ported, last year, about 9, 56'*,000 gallons,

in which the reduction would amount to,

say $19,000. Then they were told there

was a 1 eduction on tea. They imported

for consumption about l,13G,000lb. of

tea into New Brunswick. He computed
that the reduction upon black tea was
only about half-a-cent per pound. The
member for King's had stated, the other

night, that tiio reduction was 2c. per

pound. A member for Prince Edward
Island had reiterated that statement, and

for fear the statement so reiterated might

be accepted by the countiy for a fact, he

took exception to it. The computation

was a very simple one. Tlie duty now im-

posed was 2c. ])er lb. and 10 per cent.

ad valorem. The avei-ago value of black

tea imported into New Brunswick was

22^c., upon whicii the 10 per cent, would

be 2|c. , wiiich, added to 2c. s})ecilic, made
4^c., as against 5c. per lb. under the old

taritf. But a portion of our teas would
be imported from the United States, and
would pay the differential duty of 20 per

cent., .so tliat ho could not, for the life of

him, see that the reduction would be

more tliiin between one-half and three-

fourths of a cent, per jiouud. Adding
the amount of the reduction on tea and
molasses togethoi', it would give only

$24,000. And for the 8800,000 or a

million that they should be required to

pay additional, this $24,000 would

bo all they would receive directly.

Taking the article of sugar, it would be

found that the increased duty on
this article idoue would be more
than the reduction on molasses

and tea together. Tlie principal indus-

tries of New Biunswick were farming,

lumbering, tisiiing, and shipbuilding.

These occupations gave emplovment to

seven-eigiiths of the peo|)le, all of whom
must bear these heavy burdens for the

sake of one-eightli that might be benefit-

ted. It was, admittedly, a sound maxim
of political economy to seek the greatest

good of the greatest number of the peo-

ple. The Government, by this tariff, had

<lone gross violence to this principle.

He proposed to consider some of the in-

dustrial interests separately. Take the

lumber interest, which must be largely

burdened by the new tariff. It was not

protected at all. and it was not in the

l)ower of the Minister of Finance, with all

his ingenuity, to give it protection. It

was a most important industry, and made
their principal export in New Brunswick.
They exported some 400,000,000 super-

ficial feet, and the value of another

100,000,000 in short lumber, making
altogether 500,000,000. Upon the

prosperity of this industry largely de-

pended the prosperity of all other indus-

tries in New Brunswick. When the

lumber business was prosperous, farmers

got better prices for their products, man-
ufacturers got larger sales for their goods,

and all classes were benefitted. He
maintained that the Inmberuien had
been very badly dealt with. Tiiey did

not and could not jirotcct this interest,

but by enhnnnin" tho. ny\cn of arLijlps of

supply had greatly burdened it. The
hon. member for Queen's (Mr. King)
had given to the House a statement very

cai'efnlly prepared, which showed the

cost of production would be increased

60c. per thousand superficial feet.

It was true this had been que.s-

tioned by the member for Kenfrew,

who did not give the details of his calcu-

lation, as he (Mr. Burpee) would have

been very glad if he had done, lie had
some experience in the lumbering busi-

ness, and had gone carefully over the

figures of the member for Queen's, and
he believed them mainly correct. They
had been leased upon the calculations of

the Government with reference to en-

hanced prices. For instance, in the

article of oats, on which the Government
had placed a duty of 10c. per Ijushel, the

member for Queen's had added 5c. per

bushel to the cost of oats for lumbering
purposes. He did not believe t:ie duty
would add anything to the price of oats,

and there were a few other items in the

same category that he might take excep-

tion to. He would take a moderate
view, and had no doubt the five hundred
millions annually produced woild cost a

quarter of a million dollars more than

now, instead of the ^300,000, as estimat-

ed by the member for Queen'.s. This

tariff gave a severe blow to the lumber-

ing industry, and he held that no consid-

eration could justify the Government in

thus ignoring that important business. He
would next consider for a moment how the


