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the (lit (IclMlids llpnii the actinli of tlir ( ifcipitu-

tiniilalis iiiii-^cl.-. Tliusc wniimis gapr the iimst

lliaL a)"' iiiadr aci'mss llic iiiiisclc iImII', and that

are t raiis\ fisr l<. lh<- (.liicct ion ol" its til)!'< s, wliiif

tliohi<' show th<j least separation that ijuul\e the

aponeui'osis anil are inatle in an antei'o-posterior

tlireetioii. The nio'uility of the sealp is more

marked in tii*' vounjj, ttian in iht; old. A ease

reeorded by Aj^Mirw ser\es in a Strang* degiee to

illustrate t'liis fa<'t in the person of an infant. A
midwiff attending a woman in labour mistook

the scalp of the infant for the memhraiu's, and
gashed It with a pair of scissors. J^abour iiains

came on and the In^ad was protiudetl tlirougli the

sealji wound, so that the wh<>le vault of the skull

was peelrd like an luange. Th<- scalp being firmly

St retclK'd ovej' the hard cranium Ijeneath, it follows

that contusi'd wounds oft<'n appear as cleanly cut

as are those that have b<'<'n nuide i)y an incision.

Such wouiio ma\ be compai-ed to the clean cut

that ma\ be made in a kid glove when it is tiglitly

slr<'tehed o\er the knuckh's and thos<; parts are

shari>l\ rappcil.

Th«' scalp is extremely vascular, and pr<'s<'nts

thei'efore a gicat resistance t(j sloughing and gan-

grenous conditions. J.arge llajjs of a lac<'raled

stalp, even when extmsixely scpai'ated and almost

cut off fioin th<' I'est of thr head,_ar<; moi'e prone

to li\e than to di*'. A like ilap of skin, srparatrd

from other parts of the surfair. would most piob-

ably pcri^li : init the sealp has this advantage, that

th<- vessels run practically in the skin itself, (>r

aii", at least, in the tissue Ix'yond th(> aponeurosis

(i-'ig. I). Thu^, when a scalp flap is torn up. it

still cari'ies with it a very ciipious 1)1o(kI supply.

Iilei'ding from these wounds is u-^ually very free,

and ofiiii dillieult io arrest. This_ ilei)ends not

so much upon th<' n\imlier of vess<'ls in the ]iart as

upon the (l<'nsity of th(> tissue thnuigh which these

\es'<els riui. tJie a(]hereiUM> of tile (juter arterial

wall to the sealp structure, and the inaltility,

thei'efor<', of the art<'ry to retract properly when


