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'J'lii'^ bnok is an alienipt to deal uhli .-onie ot tlie iin-
ponaiii problem? which confront the Chinese .statesman a.ul
iiplomat, and those who liave anythin- to do with China.
It has been tlic author's hope to ;jive a true picture ot
ihm-s in the Far Hast and to su-'est constructive schemes
t..r cveiy subject touched upon, lie his tried to ..void
patriotic bias and to discu>s poHtics with disinterestedness;
and it is hoped that he has not aho.^ethcr failed in his
efforts.

The world has become small through tlic rapid means of
communication and through the economic Interdependence
of its difl^erent parts, and it is certain tliat, before many
years have parsed, a country with a territory extendi:!,!,'

over four million square miles and with a population of
nearly four hundred millions, will play ,, far more important
part in the intellectual and ecoitomic de\elopments of the
world that! it does at present. It will indeed be most
^'MtifyinL: to the author should this book aftord some food
for thought to readers interested in human progress and
international rel.itions.

-Most of the chapters were written while the War was
still in progress, and that explains the present tense in
Sections 2 and 3 of Chapter 9 (on 'China in the War'
and on ' Chinese Labour '). Section i in the same cliapity
has Icen revised sitice the Armistice, and again since the
signing of the Peace Treaty.
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'l"he Peace Conference, which required the author's


