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THE GENERAL SURVEY.

L1 is activity in lumber circles, at least i Ontatio,
and lumbermen peacrally agree thae trade for the
season will prove active and profitable. A lange cut will
come from the mills both of the Ouawa and the Geor-
;,l.m Bay districts,  Not Jess than 2,500 hands, repie
senting & pay roll of nearly one hundred thousand dol-
Jars 2 month, will be m the employ of the mills of the
Chaudicre.  Vrices are alogether firm, and perhaps
disposed to further advance, A large portion of the cut

of the mills is nlrc.ul) contracted for at good prices.
‘I'lhic expectation is that logs will be got through the
drives this season with less than the average lubor, and
that alony with these will come seme logs tied up over
the winter. “Towing of logs to the Michigan shore will

be large.

Shipments of lumber to the .'sl.ucs will be heavy ; &
consideruble export to the United Kingdom will t‘lk(.
place, and at least a fair wrade with South America is
assured.

Trade in the province will be rather better likely than
st year, though it will be carried on with caution.
Building operations in Toronto, judging by the permits
issued, show some signs of improvement.

Correspondence from British Columbia holds out the
hope of a fairly good trade this summer, except perhaps
in shingles. Conditions in shingles are suffering be-
cause of over-production and over-campetition,

Lumbermen in Quebee and the Maritime Provinces
anticipate an improved trade over the past few years,
though no little depends on the siturtion abroad, which
improves only slowly.

UNITED STATES.

Financial circles arc distne ~d with the silver diffi-
culty and the season op with money stringent.
‘Ihasc who are pessimistic in their opnions contend that
things will be worse before they are better.  Well, per-
haps so.  So far, however, as lumber is concerned no
untoward influences would scem to hold sway. The
past year in lumber was remarkable for its activity, and
conditions would scem to indicate that the year upon
which we arc now entering will be just as active
Though the consumption of lumber for use in the
World's Fair buildings will not be a factor in this year's
wrade, reports from Chicago, New York, St. Louis, and
other important  centres  portend  a lively year in
building. There is this 1o give strong encouragement:
stacks to-day are very light, inadequate for immediate
orders.  The scason is late in opening, and under any
circumstances what lumber will come from the saw for
some time will be picked up as soon as it is ready.
P'rices have advanced considerable; whether they will
advance further niay be a qguestion ; that they will not
decline immediately, at any rate, is, under present condi-
tions, as near a certainty as anyvthing well can be.

FOREIGN,

An impioved tone is to be remarked of the British
timber market.  Deany, Mot & Dickson, of London,
Eng., say: *The enquiry for consmnpxiun during March
shoncd gencmlly some slight improvement on that of
January and February, and this fact, in conjunction with
the cxceptional spell of bright weather, has caused a
perceptibly better tone in the trade, although we still
scem far off any great revival in the manufacturing in.
dustrics. on which the prasperity of the timber trade
depends.”  “There would scem to bean abundant supply
of American womds an the British markey, if the resulis
of recent auciion sales may be aken as 2 criterion.
Califomia redwood, of which some sales have been
made lately at a very low pirice, is rid 0 have had an
unfavorable miluence on Canadian pine. 1t may be said
that hope still holds good that the South Amcerican
market is inproving and it will nnt belong hefore some-
thing approaching the oll e activity inthis conntry
is 1o be looked for.

HARDWOODS,

So far as hardwomds are required for finishing pur-
poscs in building the end of the scason rather than the

commencement is more favorable to consumption. And
yet hardwoods are used in so many different ways that
the demand keeps steady ; in fact, the trade in hard-
wouds is good. Elm is becoming w scarce article, not
alone because of the consumption of this wood by the
coupers, but from the fact that it is now being used for
many other purposes not before thought of. We
hear of commussion men who have held comraats for
chn finding it necessary to substitute other woods that
were lower in price. Birch is in increased demand
taking the place to some estent of cherry, which is
scarce and high.  Basswood is short of supply, and oak
is in good demand.
TORONTO, ONT.
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BOSTON. MASS.

BostToN, Mass., April 29.—"The heart of the lumber-
man is cheered by the favorable opening of spring trade.
Spruce is somewhat scarce. A goad quantity of south-
ern pine is coming on the market.  Prices are firm.
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OSWEGO, N.Y.
OsWEGO, N.Y,, April 29.—Navigation is open and the

outlook is hopeful for a xood season’s trade in lumber.
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BUFFALO AND TONAWANDA, N.V.
ToNAWANDA, N.Y,, April 29.—There is every indica-
tion of serious trouble in Buffalo and Tonawanda
Letween the lumber dealers and the lumber shovers.
‘This is unfortunatc, ccming on the threshold of spring
trade.  Aside from this circumstance the situation is
cncouraging. Lumber is in brisk demand, and none

too plentiful.
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