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AN INTERESTING LETTER CONCERNING
COOPERAGE STOCK.

Mr. J. C. Shopherd, of Tiisonburg, Ont.,
scnds to our contemporary, Packages, a very
iateresting letter on the cooperage stock situa-
tion, in wvhich he advocates the cmploymoent of
soft Wood for staves. He says :

" Last year wvas a ver>' much off year wvith us.
The supply of elm having given out the ycar be-
fore, 1 didn't even get in one log. Things look-
cd mighty blue, and 1 began to look around fur
something elsc to do-a hardware stock, a
farm or some other easy thing to end my days
on; chance threw me in compaay with a miller
who had heard that poplar and other sort
Wood; made a first rate foeur bart ci stave and
wvas witling to try themr if hoe had some to try.
Well, 1 knew wvhere there was an old stave saw
that had been lying around in sawv
dust heaps for six or sevea years
that could be bad for almost any
price, so 1 picked up that saw, flxed
it~ up, set it up and nmade a fewv
staves wvhich 1 sent out for samples
to some of my old customers. Sent
out six lots and five out of the six
wanted to buy. To one of these,
the one who had first spokon to nie
abou.. the staves, 1 sent a carload
and the>' gave such good satisfac-
tion that be bought ail I had and al
1 could make the rest of the senson.
For this year his company takes haîf
the saw can cut, %%hile another corn-
paiiy takes the other half.

"Naturally I feel pretty good,
wvith aIl this wvork before me, and lI

wvouldn't take a hardware stock nor

"Nowv then for a sort of sum.up, lot me sa>'
that it geems to me siack barre! coopcring is
goiiîg to ho just about turned upsido dQwa.
Soft wvood for stavos and liard wvood for hends.
Beocli, bircli, maple and an>' old thing thant can
be picked up for hcads. Poplar, basswood,
spruce, balsam, hemlock, tamarack, and other
soft woods for staves. Wire for hoops, with
the exception of the chime hooips, which can b
made out of birch quite as well as clm. This,
then, it how 1 bc it in the future. And la tixe
very near future, if this cold wveather continues,
and there is ever>' indication that it will, a drop
iii prices down to thoso thr.l prcvailed the year
before last, but neyer so low as the>' wvre a
),ear or SO ago.

"A-. ynu knowv, wînter hait much to do in
fixing the price on forest productit. Ia fact, it
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a farm just now as a gift.And,wvhat's
more, this thiag is going to last me my time
out, and a generation or so after me, if flot on
for ail time, for you sec these soft Wvoods re.
produce theniselves every few years and witb a
littie care the supply will keep up to the demand
and then the thing ivili bcecverlasting.

"A few weeks ago 1 wvas in a bush where a
hundred or so cords of poplar had been taken
out for pulp-wood ico or 12 years ago, and ta-
day as mucb more is there for stave wood.
This,then,will do away with the notion that the
slack barre! will have to be abandoned for an-
other package because the supply of material
wvill be exbausted. And thea, mind yuu, this
sawed stave barre! is a great barrel-far ahead

of any c ut-stave barre! that wvas ever made--
no shake, and every one of them wiil ring like
a pork barrel, a thing no cooper could ever
makre a cut stave barre! do. And again, the
wire hoop is just the thing on the quarters-
far stronger than a cut hoop, and nover going
to break in course of transportation, as the cut
hoop so often used to do.
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can do more than a meeting or even tvo meet-
ings of any association that wvas ever organiz-
ed. From the outlook nov this winter pro-
mises to be a very iow-priced w*nter -next
sum mer."

Tiniber contains 45 per cent. of its wveight in
moisture. Timber feiled in the winter holds
at the end of the following 'sumimer more than

40 per cent. of wvater. Wood kept for ycarsé
in a dry place retains 15 or 2o per cent. of
water; wc>od that h 'as been thoroughly kiln-
dried wl 1, wvhen exposed to the air undier Or-
dinary circuinstances, atisorb 5 per cent. of
water ini thrce days, and wvill continue to ab-
sorb tiI! it reaches 14 or 15 per cent., the
amount fiuctuating above or hc!ow this accord-
ing to the state of the atmiosphere. It will bc
evident, trom the above statments, that wood,
however dry, is stili subject to change, and
that even if kiia-dried, it requires to, be stocked
ia a dry place until it séttles to its natural con-
dition of seasoaed wood.

EXPERT SAW FULIG.
LOCIlLIN, Januar>', 25, 1904.

iditor CAIÇA»À ZLuMnauàm:

Dimit SiR,-la order to substantiate the
dlaim made b>' me in the January Ll»IaERMANt

viz., that there is a grent los-s (rom improper
saw filing, 1 wili cite an instance that 1 made
nlote of some time ago. I was employedi with
.t lumber compaay %,.ho had a filer in their
cmpioy who ran his 8 gauge circular saws wvlth
ý8 swage. Tlic following season 1 had charge
of the samne flWing roomi and hind no trouble ia
running the same sawvs wvith 14/ swagc, and 1
put out the cut of goo,ooo feet ia shorter time
than the man the year before had taken to cut
Soo,ooo fcet. I figured that hie made a loss to
the co lipany b>' swagitîg his sawvs 3j too
heaVy Of 62,500 (oct of? lui -%ber, wvhich was

wvorth that year $812.5o, to Say
nothing of the lumber that wvas re-
duced ii price by bad sawiag.
Therefore, it is plain that the small-
est fraction of unnecessar>' swagc
%% ill count a large loss at the end
ol a season's cut. Nowv, the fact is
iliat the better the saw is leveiled
.1 id the more evcnly it is tcasioacd
Mid baianced the dloser it lI rua
ti the timber, altowing the filer to
diminish tlic swagc to a trifle clear-
anîce and making a great saving of
timber, timie and power.

I bec no ather wýay of getting a
t.nif,)m prai.tkce .îmong baw filers
ilian Io establish an examination

\~. and furnish thcmi with a diploma

VIDF, for the proficiency of their work.
A manager of a wvell-known lumber.
firm, noticing aîy article la TuE

L.3LUM ýIIAN, to!d me the oCher day that hie
did not think nîy plan wôuld improve that
trade, as he said lots of mca could talk
thc±ory on 5.1w flng who could not do the
wvork, but hie freely acknowledged that a great
ioss wvas causcîl by poor mochanics ln that Une.
I told hlm that the systemn of examination wvould
not be oni>' talk, but test, as the examination
could be in aL miii or la a saw works where
ea.h man's wvork could be tested by an expert,
the same as a log scaicr's examination, by
giving them a certain picce of work to, do.
There is no reason why it wvould not imptove
the wvork of s.iw filers and ho profitable to the
maîîufacturers.

Yours very trul>',
T. A. McALLISTER.

An estiniate made recently by the Crown
Lands Department of Quebec gives the forest
area of that province as twvo hundrcd million
acres. On this it is estimated there is sixty
thousaad million (cet of standing timber, ex-
clusive of pulp Wood and uadersizcd trees.


