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THE ROYAL LIBRARY OF BERLIN,
The Royal Library of Berlin, which owes its shape, it is said,

|

awhim of Frederick the Great, who desired the architect to | Elector John Frederick of Saxony. Thirty-six volumes of en-
~%@ a chest of drawers for his model, stands near the Opera | graved portraits of distinguished men of various times and
»aud contains about 500,000 vols. and nearly 5,000 MSS. | countries, accompanied by autographs in alphabetical order.

The Royal Library was founded in 1661. At present a
yearly appropriation of 10,000 thalers has been made by the
Government for its support, and it is estimated, that 9,000
volumes are annually added to it. The other expenses of the
library, amount to 15,000 thalers annually, and are borme by
the state.

Among its curiosities are—Luther’s Hebrew Bible, the copy
from which he made his translation, with marginal notes in his
own hand. The MS. of his translation of the psalms, with his
corrections in red ink. The bible and prayer-book which
Charles I. carried to the scaffold, and gave before his desth to
Bishop Juxon: Gutemberg’s bible of forty-two lines, (on
parchment, date 1450-55,) the first book on which moveable
type was used. A consular dyptich of ivory, with reliefs,
date 416, one of the earliest known. The codex Wittekindii,
& M8. of the four Grospels, given, it is said by Charlemagne to
Wittekind ; it is of the ninth or tenth century, and the ivory
carvings in the binding are in the style called Byzantine. An

Album, with six beautiful miniature portraits by Luke Cranach ;
‘among them are his friends, Luther, Malancthon, and the



