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by the parents and guardians of the children, shall have access to them for that purpose.” ¢ The
Managers .of 8chools are also expected to afford convenient opportunity and facility for the same
purpose on other days of the week. But where any course of religious instruction is pursued in a
School during echool hours, to which the parents of any of the children attending it object, the
vianagers are to make an arrangement for having it given to those who are to receive it at'a stated
time or times, and in a separate place; s that no children, whose parents or guardians object to
their being so, shall be present at it.” : :

The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland also observe in their Second
Report, that—

‘‘ [a the National Schools the importance of religion is constantly impressed upon the minds of the
children, through the works calculated to promote good principles and fill the heart with Jove for
religion, but which are so compiled as not to clash” with the doctrines of any particular class of
Christians. The children are thus prepared for those more strict religious exercises, which it is the
Peculiar province of 1he ministers of religion to superintend or direct, and for which stated times are
Set apart in each Schonl, g0 that each class of Christians may thus receive, separately, such religious

. instruction, aud from such persons as their parents or pastors may approve or appoint.”

The Commissioners further explain the right of local Trustees or Patrons on this point :

‘“ The Patrons of the several Schools have a right of appointing such religious instruction as
they may think proper to be given therein ; provided that each School shall be npen to ali religious
communigns; that due regard be had to parental right and authurity ; that accordingly, no child
be compelled to receive or be present at any religious instruction to which his or her parents or
guardians may object; and that the time for giving it be fixed that no child shall,in effect be
excluded directly or indirectly from the other advaniages which the School affords. Subject 1o thig,
religious instruction may be giveh either during the fixed school-hours or otherwise.”

3. The foregoing quotations [which might be greatly extended] from the Irish Com-
missioners’ Reports are made, because tgeir system may be cousidered as the basis o
the Canadian System—their books having been adopted and their methods of instruction
being about to be introduced in the Provincial Normal School. That system is Christian,

but not sectarian’; secures individual right and denominational privileges, and is founded
' upon revealed truth.

4. For a more detailed exposition of this im&onant subject, all parties concerned are
referred ta the “Reporton a System of Public Elementary Instruction for Upper Canada.”

——

Provivciar Normar Scmoorn.—The Winter Session commenced on Wed-

nesday, the 15th instant. The number of Students admitted exceeds one hundred,
besides eighteen who have been reluctantly rejected for want of the proper qualifications.
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