
than is due, perhaps, either to the claims of that 
part, or the ultimate results upon the whole.

Examples of this kind are no where so fre­
quently to be found, as in the history of our re­
lations with America. The mistakes committed 
in the former management of that country, the 
disasters received in making war, the still greater 
disasters in making peace with it, may all be 
imputed to a false estimate, of its character and 
importance, its resources and increase. For a 
different degree of political foresight seems ne­
cessary for the old and new hemisphere, and 
anticipations, which would here be thought pre­
sumptuous or remote, have there proved com­
paratively certain and immediate, till it is now 
generally acknowledged, that the future desti­
nies of our own country must, for good and evil, 
be principally connected with, or materially in­
fluenced by, those of America.

It is indeed an easy thing to console ourselves 
by turning to the unexampled successes, that 
have placed the Empire in the proud situation it 
now holds; but if we wish to consult the retd 
power and permanence of that Empire, and not 
merely to flatter tjhe nation’s vanity on past 
achievements, it would be well perhaps to look 
more narrowly to that quarter, which otters least 
occasion for congratulation ; where, however, we


