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trade of fuch merchaundies as are cyther brought

owt of Spayne, or fcnt thyther from this iland,

which nowe fo abundeth in many thynges, that it

ferveth Spayne with many commodities, as it were

with ufury requityng fuch benefites as it fyrft re-

ceaved from thence."

Sixty years afterward? it was attacked by Drake,

who, after polTeiling it a month, thought himfelf

juftified to fet it on fire. Of this barbarous tranf-

adion the following record is preferved in Hak- .

luyt*s CoUedtion :
" We fpent the early part of the

mornings (fays the hiftorian of the voyage) in Arc-

ing the outmoft houfes ; but they being built very

magnificently of ftone, with high lofteSj gave us no

fmall trayell to ruin them. And albeit, for divers

dayes together, we ordeined ech morning by day-

break, until the heat began at nine of the clocke,

that two hundred mariners did nought els but la-

bour to fire and burn the faid houfes, whilft the

fouldiers, in a like proportion, ftood forth for their

guard ;
yet did we not, or could not, in this time,

confume fo much as one third part of the towne

;

and fo in the end, wearied with firing, we were con-

tented to accept of five and twenty thoufand du-

cats, of five fliillings and fixpence the peece, for the

ranfome of the rell of the towne." •--- -«- i *•

It is difficult to obtain exad information refpeft-

ing the prefent condition of this once fiouridiing

city. It is certainly on the decline, but not, as

Raynal aflerts, abfolutely in ruins. As little

i'eems to be known about the ftate of agriculture
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