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Om Tuesday, the 23d day of December, 1856,

Mr. Seward submitted a resolution to tin; Sen-
ate, and it was unanimously adopicd, requi.'.sting

the President of the United States to commonir.ate
to the Senate such information as he mizht have
concerning the present condition and the pros-

pects of a proposed plan for connecting by sub-
marine wires the magnetic telcgra[)h lines on this

continent and Europe. The President in reply,

oi) the 7th of January, 1857, transmitted to the

S<,'nate a report from the Secretary of State,

which was referred to the Committee en the Post
Office and Post Roads.
On the 9th of January, Mr. Seward obtained

leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 493) to expedite
telegraphic communication for the use of the

Government in foreign intercourse; wliich was
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the

Post Office and Post Roads; and on the 13th of
January, it was reported back by Mr.Coi.LAMER
without amendment. On the 31st of January,
the Senate proceeded to its consideration.

The bill provides thai the Secretary of State,

in the discretion and under the direction of the

President of the United States, may contract

with any competent person, persons, or associa-

tion, for the aid of the United States in laying
down a submarine cable to connect existing

telegraphs between the coast of Newfoundland
iind the coast of Ireland, and for the use of such
mibmarine communication when established, by
tJie Government of the United States, on such
u.-rms and conditions as shnll seem to the Presi-

dent just and reasonable. It is, however, pro-
vided that the Government of Great Britain shall,

before or at the same time, enter into a like con-
tract for those pi-poses with the same person,
persons, or association, and upon terms of exact
equality with those stipulated by the United
States; and that the tariff of prices for the use of
such submarine communication by the public
shall be fixed by the Secretary o' the Treasury
of the United States and the Government of Great
Britain, or its authorized agent. The United
States is to enjoy the use of this submarine tele-

graph communication for a period of fifty years,

on the same terms and conditions which shall be
stipulated in favor of the Government of Great
Britain, in a contract to bo entered into.

Attb" request ofMr. Cullamkr, the documents
transr...aed to the Senate by the President of the

United States, in response to Mr. Seward's res-

olution of the 23d of December, were read, as

follows:

To Ike Senate ofthe United States!

In compliance witli a reaoliitinn of the Scnato of the '£i(i

instant, requusting tlio President to cnmmunicate ' to tbn

Bnnate, if not inconipatible witli tlie public interest, such

infnnnatioii as he may hiivu concerning tlie present condv-

tion and prospcnt:< of n propoiied plan for connecting, by

i-ubmarinc wiri>j,thc magnetic ti^lcgruphic lines on tbis con-

tinent and Europe," I transmit th<! accompanying report

froifi the Secretarv of State.

FRANKLIN PIERCE.
VVashisoton, Decemler '29, ltf56.

I»'.PARTMKST OF STATK,
VVasm'.4oton, December 36, Itiiifi.

Tlin Secretary of ritiitf. lo wlioiu was referred tlie reso-

lution of the Senate of the -Jlid instant, requesting the Presi-

d(tnt " to communicate to the Senate, if not incompatible

with the public intererit, Kiich information as be may have

concerning tlie pri^scnt condition and prospects ofa proposed

plan lor connecting, by submarine wires, the mignetictcH-

graph lin<!9 on thi^ continent and Europe," has the honor

to lay before the President a copy of a letter of the ISth

instant, AViiich h<! hiix also reti'rred to this DcparUneiit,

addressed to him by the pit:!!iil(>.nt and directors of ttie

New York, Ncwtbundlund, and Loudon Telegraph Coia-

pany.
W. L. MARCY.

To the Presidknt of tlie United States.

UpriCE OF Tlie New York, NEwrouNOLAND,
AND London Teleorapu Cohpant,

New York, December 15, 1856.

Sir: The undersigned, directors of the New York, New-
foundland, and London Telegraph Coiapauy, have tlK


