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fitnesH, and hij,'h up in liiH or her protcssiou or calling, with a view to

securing for readers tlu' l)est tliouglits and lacts relating to the renuirkablo

events of an hundred jears. In this re8i)ect the vohunc is unitjue and ori-

ginal. Its authorship is not of one mind, but of a corps of minds, whose

union assures what tlie occasion demands.

The scope, character, and value of the volume further appear in its very

large number and practical feature of subjcuits selected to show the active

forces, the upward and onward movements, and the grand results that have

operated within, and triumphantly crowned, an era witlumt parallel. These

subjects embrace the ijciences of the century in their numerous divisions and

conquests; its arts and literature; industrial, commercial, and tinancial ]iro-

gress ; land and si-a jirowess ; educational, social, moral, ami reli<;ious growth

;

in fact, every Held of enterprise and achievement within the t-juice of time

covered by the work.

A volume of such variety of subject and great extent affords fine opportu-

nity for illustration. The publishers have taken full advantage of this, and

have beautified it in a manner which commends itself to every eye and taste.

Karely has a volume been so highly and elegantly embellished. Each sub-

ject is illuminated so as to increase the pleasure of reading and make an

ii.i2)ression which will prove lasting.

As to its aim and scojie, its number of sjiecially (jualified authors, its vigor

and variety of style and thought, its historic oomi)reh(!nsiveness and exact-

ness, its great wealth of illustration, its superb mechanism, its various other

striking features, the volume may readily rank as one of the century's tri-

umphs, a wonder of iiulustrious preparation, and acceptable to all. At any

rate, no such volume has ever mirrored any previous century, and none will

come to reflect the nineteenth century with truer line and color.

Not only is the work a rare and costly picture, filled in with inspiring

details by master hands, but it is equally a monument, whose solid base,

grand proportions, and elegant finish are in keej)ing with the s])irit of the

era it marks and the results it honors. Its every insciiption is a glowing

tribute to human achievement of whatever kind and wherever the field of

action may lie, and therefore a happy means of conveying to twentieth cen-

tury actors the story of a time whose glories they will find it hard to excel.

May this picture and monument be viewed, studied, and admired by all, so

that the momentous chapters which round the history of a closing century

shall avail in shaping the beginnings of a succeeding one.


