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Senator Roblin: May I ask the minister to find out at the
same time whether there has been any request of the govern-
ment for an additional gift to Imperial Oil Company Limited,
that is, in addition to the $40 million which was given to it
some time ago to keep the Cold Lake project on top of the
stove?

Senator Perrault: The question will be taken as notice.

Senator Roblin: Will the minister also find out whether
there is any possibility of recouping that $40 million which was
given to the Imperial Oil Company Limited, if they proceed at
the end of June with that project?

Senator Perrault: That additional inquiry will go forward.
Certainly, the answer may indicate whether the Cold Lake
project is heating up.

Hon. Jacques Flynn (Leader of the Opposition): Could I
ask the Leader of the Government whether the smile of the
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources resembled at ail the
smile of the Mona Lisa?

FINANCE

ALLEGED STATEMENT BY MINISTER TO CANADIAN NUCLEAR
ASSOCIATION

Hon. C. William Doody: Honourable senators, I have a
question for the Leader of the Government in the Senate. It
relates to a speech reportedly made by the Minister of Finance
to the Canadian Nuclear Association. The Minister of Finance
was reported to have said that the government is unwilling to
keep pouring millions of dollars into industries which are of
benefit to only a few provinces. Would the Leader of the
Government give us a definition of the government's policy on
aid to industries that are in difficulty, or, at least, a clear
indication of the policy?

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I would be pleased to do so. Certainly,
the minister's office will be contacted and, hopefully, a clarify-
ing statement can be made here.

THE CONSTITUTION

STATEMENTS BY MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AND MINISTER
OF STATE (MINES)

Hon. Lowell Murray: Honourable senators, I have a ques-
tion for the Leader of the Government in the Senate. Was the
Minister of Public Works speaking for the government yester-
day when he advocated that municipalities be given recogni-
tion in the Canadian Constitution? I quote the minister:

Municipal government deserves and warrants a secure
place in the constitution and a better share of tax
resources to carry out its responsibilities.

My particular interest is in the constitutional regulation of
municipalities and whether the minister was speaking for the
government in that respect.

Hon. Raymond J. Perrault (Leader of the Government):
Certainly, honourable senators, in this particular instance, the
Honourable Paul Cosgrove was speaking on his own behalf.
However, there is the theory held by many Canadians that
municipalities are entities of emerging importance in this
country and that they should be accorded a greater role. That
view is held by many people across a number of party lines.

The point which should be made clear is that after the
Constitution is Canadianized or brought home from Great
Britain, before us will lie many further opportunities to change
and amend the Constitution and other matters in this country.
Indeed, this intent has been expressed by the Right Honour-
able the Prime Minister and many spokesmen for the govern-
ment on many occasions. Certainly, a consideration of the
increasing importance of municipalities is one of the questions
which should be reviewed by those in public life when they
come to deal with future constitutional changes.

Senator Murray: If the Minister of Public Works was not
speaking for the government, as the leader has just indicated,
was the Minister of State (Mines) speaking for the govern-
ment when she said the following:

I don't think it is nesessary to have municipalities formal-
ly recognized.

Senator Perrault: Honourable senators, one point that
should be made abundantly clear is that there has always been
a great degree of freedom of speech and action in the Liberal
caucus, whether it be in this chamber or in the other place. It
may surprise members of the official opposition that Liberal
ministers from time to time both explore and discuss publicly
some of their views about the future of various institutions and
programs in the country. That is not an unusual or extraordi-
nary process, certainly as far as supporters of the government
are concerned. The widest possible latitude is offered to mem-
bers of our party, and that shall continue to be the case.

* (1430)

Senator Murray: Honourable senators, the doctrines of
cabinet solidarity and collective responsibility exist precisely so
that the Canadian people can know what the policy of the
government lis and can understand that, when a minister
speaks, the minister is speaking not for himself or herself and
giving a personal, off-the-cuff opinion but is speaking for the
government.

I ask the minister how Canadians are to know when a
minister is giving a personal opinion on a matter of public
policy and when that minister is speaking for the government.

Senator Perrault: May I remind Senator Murray, who was
one of the architects of policy for the previous government,
that the then Secretary of State for External Affairs went to
an international meeting and stated that there must be an
enormous improvement in the degree and quantity of aid to
the underprivileged nations of the world, and did so at precise-
ly the same time as the Minister of Finance, a cabinet col-
league of the Secretary of State for External Affairs, was
calling for cutbacks in foreign aid? Surely the senator is not
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