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conducting a rural outreach program for farm wives who are the 
victims of domestic violence.

upcoming referendum campaign. He preferred to humiliate 
seven million Quebecers instead.

During his trip to China, the hon. member for Saint-Maurice 
gave us the assurance he would personally defend the interests 
of Quebec. Where is the hon. member for Saint-Maurice now?

• (1405)

In addition, the centre in conjunction with the Middlesex 
Board of Education is offering the services of a violence 
prevention counsellor for the children attending Strathroy’s 
elementary schools.

We have to hope that proactive efforts like these will one day 
break the cycle of unacceptable domestic violence in Canadian 
households, both rural and urban.

[English]

YOUNG OFFENDERS ACT

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, 
last week an acquaintance of mine driving in the mountains was 
stopped by a young man asking for help. He had suffered a car 
accident and his friend was still in the car badly injured.

When the police arrived my friend was surprised to find that 
the police were on a first name basis with this teenager who 
regularly steals cars, takes them up into the mountains and strips 
them before trashing them.

The police are more than a little discouraged. They continue 
to charge this fellow but under the Young Offenders Act nothing 
ever comes of it. A young criminal is still on the loose, more cars 
will be stolen and trashed and the teenager’s friend is in the 
hospital with a broken back because the justice system does not 
have the guts to deal with young rebels.

This is just one more example of how the Young Offenders 
Act fails the young criminal, fails the innocent victims and fails 
the law-abiding Canadian public.

SNOWMOBILING

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, with the snowmobile season soon upon us, I rise in the 
House today to pay tribute to the volunteers who make snowmo- 
biling in my riding of Parry Sound—Muskoka an important part 
of the economy, supporting a large number of businesses.

Snowmobiling is enjoying an incredible resurgence and it is 
fast becoming the number one winter sport. The tremendous 
growth has turned snowmobiling into a $1.25 billion industry in 
Canada, supporting thousands of jobs across the country. Large
ly financed by the user pay system, snowmobiling relies on the 
support and dedication of its volunteers.

In Parry Sound—Muskoka close to 850 of my constituents 
volunteer their time. Across Ontario the number is 10,000 and 
across Canada there are a staggering 30,000 volunteers who 
support the snowmobile industry.

Volunteers are a valuable commodity. In my riding these 
generous people are helping us fulfil our goal of becoming a four 
season tourism destination through the increasing popularity of 
snowmobiling.

GUNTHER PLAUT

Mr. Barry Campbell (St. Paul’s, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Rabbi 
Emeritus Gunther Plaut of Holy Blossom Temple in Toronto was 
recently in Berlin to deliver the convocation address at Hum
boldt University.

The rabbi, one of the world’s most renowned theologians, was 
forced to flee Nazi Germany in the mid-1930s shortly after 
completing his Ph.D. at Humboldt University. His return there 
to give the convocation address marks the 60th anniversary of 
his receiving his Ph.D.

I know all members of this House appreciate the significance 
of this convocation address both for Rabbi Plaut and Humboldt 
University. The return in 1994 of a German citizen, a Jew, forced 
to flee from Nazi tyranny in the 1930s to address his German 
alma mater is a testament to how far Germany has come since 
the dark days of the Hitler tyranny.

In his address entitled “Asylum—The Moral Dilemma”, 
Rabbi Plaut spoke of Germany’s new, multi-ethnic face. He 
challenged Germany’s young people to break new ground in 
tolerance and understanding and to forsake extremism.

[Translation]

MATTHEW COON COME

Mr. Laurent Lavigne (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ): Mr. 
Speaker, members of the Bloc Québécois were flabbergasted at 
the Prime Minister’s lukewarm response to the inflammatory 
statements made in Washington by the leader of the Cree Grand 
Council, Matthew Coon Come, in referring to Quebecers and 
their Premier.

Why did the Prime Minister of Canada remain silent after 
these attacks, when his government immediately poured mil
lions of dollars into helping lumber companies in Western 
Canada that were criticized for clear-cutting? The Prime Minis
ter of Canada preferred to avoid alienating his ally in the


