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Alberta and are bringing it unparailelled success in indus-
trial growtb.
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Tbe value of building permits in any urban area in a
particular year is an indicator of tbe expansion of the area.
In 1971, in Medicine Hat building permits were let in the
amount of $889,000. Sbortly after tbat, DREE began to give
major assistance. In 1973, tbat $889,000 total soared to $21
million. Tbe projected amount for next year in Medicine
Hat, Alberta, is $150 million.

Coming from an urban area sucb as metropolitan
Toronto, witb tbe environmental problems and urban
sprawl problems wbicb we bave, I would almost be frigbt-
ened by sucb rapid expansion. Neyer let it be said tbe
government is not attempting to assist in giving very real
assistance to ail parts of Canada, including tbe west. No
one can dlaim tbat eitber tbe great resource-maker in the
sky or the f ederal government forgot Medicine Hat. Simi-
lar extensive federal aid went to soutb Letbbridge and
Slave Lake in Alberta.

Some bon. members migbt resent an easterner attempt-
ing to discuss tbe west, but I amn concerned as one of tbose
so-called wicked, greedy easteners. I spent some time in
Alberta during tbe recent recess; in f act, in tbe general
area of the hon. member opposite. My purpose was two-
fold. It was, first, to try to learn of their anger and
frustrations. 1 tbink we all, as parliamentarians from ahl
sides of the House and ail parties, are deeply concerned
about any situation tbat is divisive of our national unity. I
was also there to better understand tbeir problcms and to
express, as too seldom reaches western ears, some eastern
problems-if you can convince westerners that we bave
problems-and some of tbe great advantages and poten-
tials of their part of Canada as we in tbe east see and
enjoy tbem.

I noted in Tuesday's Globe and Mail a quotation of the
words of the Premier of Alberta witb regard to tbe cusb-
ioning of rising oil prices in eastern Canada, the govern-
ment's pledge to do tbat and to attempt to discuss it witb
the province. Tbe Premier of Alberta said, "Well, tbat's
Ottawa's problem." I wonder if back in 1961, wben tbe
national energy policy was establisbed by tbe government
of Canada, wbat migbt bave been different if in fact
Ottawa had said, "Development of your resources is your
problem. Go to, it." The federal government imposed regu-
lations forcing Canadians west of tbe Ottawa Valley to
pay more for western Canadian oil than offshore ail-that
is, from tbe Ottawa Valley westward-even tbougb in
Edmonton, a f ew miles from the oil fields, it was more
expensive than buying offsbore oil.

Eastern problems or western problems, they are Cana-
da's problems and not just Ottawa's problems if equality
of opportunity, education or economic well-being are
involved. Tbey are not Ottawa's problems translated into a
particular government or particular party. It is Canada
that bas to cope witb tbem. This country cannot survive if
the federal government alone must bear tbe burden and
solve the discrepancies in lifestyle across Canada. East,
west, central or nortb, tbe responsibility belongs to us all
as long as any one of us says, "I am a Canadian."

The Address-Mr. Fleming
There bas been cause for western anger and frustration.

I understand it better, having spent some time talking
about it in the west with westerners. So did the Prime
Minister and bis cabinet colleagues because of tbe western
economic opportunities conference. Tbe anger and frustra-
tion in tbe west bas built up over many years. You can see
it very clearly, flot so mucb wben you talk to tbeir leaders,
wbo are very strident in wbat tbey tell us is wrong, but
wben you talk directly to westerners in tbeir own bornes.
Tbat same anger and frustration, amassed for so long, is
now being nurtured by an opposition apparently blind to
real progress or unwilling to recognize it because of oppor-
tunistic, political motives.

I tbink we succeeded in sbowing tbe rest of Canada tbe
problem and sbowing the west tbere is interest bere in
Ottawa. Surely, if tbat was done on a raw political base it
was a foolisb move. If it was done to find solutions it was
a good move, despite some political disadvantage to, it. For
tbe Prime Minister and tbe cabinet to go west and face tbe
western press, wbicb bas bardly been our best friend over
tbe years, and face at public meetings the leaders of those
provinces was a daring, forward and bonest move. It was
done publicly, openly and on tbeir own ground. Tbere is
no cbeaper or easier shot these days in tbe west than to
take on the federal Liberals, but is tbere a time when
political stridency burts more tban it belps you politically
in a particular party? Is tbere ever a time wben it will
burt anyone else more than tbose seeking the regress of
tbeir long-standing grievances?

It was pointed out at tbe western economic opportuni-
ties conference tbat freigbt rates are a major problem in
tbe west. At that conference the Premier of Alberta pre-
sented tbe federal government witb 20 complaints of
alleged tarif f inequities. Over the following montbs tbat
figure grew to, almost 200. Day by day we bear tbe strident
scream that notbing is being done. That conference was
beld last July. We are intensively investigating 200 differ-
ent tariff s. If you want answers and some equity in tbe
west because you bave been treated poorly, surely you
want responsible, proper answers so that the tarif fs will
be corrected forever in tbe future. Give tbe government a
cbance to look at it properly to analyse wbat tbe solution
sbould be.

Estimates of revenues amassed by tbe 1961 national oul
policy, as carried out tbrougb tbe years until a few montbs
ago to belp develop western resources, bave ranged as bigb
as $500 million. I arn willing to admit tbat one of the
problems was tbat ail the money f rom most of Ontario and
points westward went into developing tbe resources for
not only Alberta but for all of Canada. We see tbe wisdom
of tbat now and are furtber acting to see that the entire
country can be supplied from western resources. The f act
is tbat perbaps tbere was too mucb development of the
ref ineries in the east. Tbat situation sbould be corrected.

Obviously, tbe west has bad real reason to say tbey bave
been disadvantaged in developing secondary industry, but
judging from tbe actions of tbe last day or two by the
Minister of Industry, Trade and Commerce (Mr. Gillespie)
tbe pledges and commitments tbat were publicly made
will be met by tbe government. Tbis situation is in the
process of being corrected; there is no doubt about that.
Errors and mistakes bave been made on both sides over
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