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friend; they listened to his weary wail on
the tariff and his persistent declaration
that there was no other issue before the
Canadian electorate. He did. not want to
discuss railway problems, or unemploy-
ment, or anything except this theory that a
tariff should be maintained-he ran away
from everything else. The good people of
Nova Scotia, including those who had sup-
ported these three Conservative Prime
Ministers, having heard the right hon. gen-
tlemen and his colleagues, decided that they
did not wish him to be entrusted further
with the control of affairs in Canada, and
the majorities of the hon. gentlemen who
sit in this House to-day representing Nova
Scotia were materially increased as a result
of the visit of the leader of the Opposition.
I say, therefore, that if my right hon.
friend regards the position of the province
of Quebec as being the acme of infamy,
we in Nova Scotia are not at ail concerned
about that term; we share with Quebec the
blame it implies.

My right bon. friend does not seem to
appreciate his position as fully as he
should. Beneath the surface there is an
indication of a desire on his part to re-
suscitate the old sectional feeling, as evid-
enced by his attack on the Minister of Jus-
tice (Sir Lomer Gouin) and the member
for St. Antoine (Mr. Mitchell) because
they pointed out that the condition of
affairs in this country was so serious. They
said nothing more than what bas been
said ail over the country in 'hundreds of
constituencies. My right bon. friend, how-
ever, singled these gentlemen out as special
objects of attack, suggesting that they
were allied with some special interest. The
leader of the Opposition received his
answer very well from the Minister of
Justice yesterday, but it does seem to me
that in the opening of a new Parliament,
with the great problems that face us, he
might well have applied himself in his ad-
dress to a consideration of the difficult task
that lies before us and have dealt with
some of the questions which have been
raised in so many quarters of the House by
hon. gentlemen.

Now, as I said before, the task before
the Government is a very heavy one, but
already there has come from ail parts of
Canada evidence of an optimism and a be-
lief that responsible government has once
more been restored, and that the days of
War-time Elections Acts and the putting
through of Canadian Northern Railway
deals under closure have passed. The
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people look with optimism and confidence to
the administration which has been formed
by the bon. gentleman who leads the Gov-
ernment (Mr. Mackenzie King) and the
galaxy of able men surrounding him who
represent ail parts of the Dominion. The
choice of the Liberal party in 1919, when
the present leader of the House was sel-
ected to lead that party, bas been more
than justified by the people of the country.
The splendid political tour which he made
during the course of the election contest,
the high standard on which he appealed to
the people on ail the questions that were
before them, won the confidence not only
of the members of the Liberal party but
of a very large number of electors through-
out the country who in the past had not
given allegiance to that party.

Associated with him is the man who
guided Canada from 1896 to 1911 through
many financial difficulties, and to hon. Mr.
Fielding-if I may use his name, Mr.
Speaker-I think that this House and the
country look with confidence to deal with
the pressing financial questions which now
confront us in the same successful manner
in which e handled our national finances
during his former term of office.

We also feel very proud, on this side
of the House, of the bon. gentleman who
for fifteen years so wisely guided the des-
tinies of the province of Quebec with the
result that ber position to-day is admired
and envied by ail ber sister provinces. We
are very glad indeed that the bon. member
representing the historic constituency of
Laurier-Outremont (Sir Lomer Gouin) has
become a member of the Government.

I do not propose, Mr. Speaker, to deal
with ahl the subject matters of the Speech
from the Throne. Rather I desire to
confine myself to what I conceive to be for
the moment the most important question
therein referred to-our national railways.
We have heard a good many speeches from
hon. gentlemen upon this subject and many
arguments in favour of public ownership.
To my mind public ownership need not be
argued at all. The country owns these
railways, and I propose to show that, hav-
ing regard to their financial position to-day,
there could not be found anywhere in the
world a corporation or body of men who
would undertake to buy and operate the
railways. The country owns the Canadian
Northern railway, as it was formerly
called; it owns the Grand Trunk railway;
owns the Transcontinental railway; and it
owns the Grand Trunk Pacific and the In-


