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St. Lawrence river is established by
thority already cited in evidence
practically conceded by the applica
figures submitted at the present lc
behalf of the Canadian Governme
puted with reference to periods of d
show that, if anything, the loss has
been underestimated. They indicate
ing of the water at varions points as

For a withdrawal at Chicago of 10
feet per second:

Lake Michigan............
Lower sill of lock at Sault Ste.

Marie................
Lake Huron.. ............
Lake Erie................
Lake Ontario..............
Rapide Plat in St. Lawrence

river..................
Cornwall canal, lock 21........
Coteau...................
Montreal.................

Under those conditions I think i
important that this country should
the level of the Great Lakes is mt
in order to ensure safe navigation.

Another phase of this question,
which was very fully gone into by
member for Nicolet (Mr. Lamarch
military aspect, and the fact that
is entirely within Canadian territor
not be lost sight of. Canada
United States have for a period of
enjoyed peace, and I am sure it is
of every Canadian that we shoul
century after century of peace,
these two great neighbouring na
nay be interesting to cite some
advantages which are possessed
Georgian Bay Canal route. The co
to be drawn from the war of 1812
land victories or defeats were not v
their effects were dependent upon
trol of the lakes. This cont
possessed alternately by the Briti
Americans, and always the succes
campaign was with the power co
the lakes. A book issued by Major
G. W. Robinson, entitled 'Gan
Canadian Defence', contains the f

Lake Ontario is, comparatively sp
more important lake with regard te th
of Canada than lake Erie; and fortun
Canadian shore of lake Ontario afford
ties for a good naval port-Kingst
success of an enemy upon lake Erie, c
long as lake Ontario and the countr
north of it, including the eastern
lake Huron, are in British hands
Canada or cut off the country east o
from Montreal and the sea.

President Madison of the Unite
wrote in 1812:

The command of the lakes by a
force on the water ought to have been

[Mr. G. V. White.]

ample au-
, and la
nts. The
aring on

nt (com-
epression)
heretofore

1

mental part of the national policy, the moment
the peace of 1813 took place.

The Duke of Wellington, writing to Sir
George Murray on December 24, 1814, ex-
pressed h'imself thus:

a ower-a llws v. I have told ministers repeatedly that a navalfollows:
,000 cubie superlority on the lakes e a sin qua non cf

success in the war on the frentier cf Canada.
Inhs even if our ebjeot sheuld be enly defensive, andi

Inches. I hope when yen are there they will take care
7.4 t secure fer yen.

7.0 I eider te foflow Up this advice,
7.4
6.1 Great Dritain censtructed the Rideau
4.5 canal botwn 1812 and 1832, at a cest

ef several million dellars, in eider te
6.8 aveid and te pro-
5.0
5.4 vide navigatin between Montreal and

10.2 lake Ontarie. That thase cenditiens

tis very p te tho present timo, and must
see that b erieusly censidered, it is enly necessary

aintained te peint eut that the United States has,
with the censont cf the Canadian Goern-

and ment, everlked the Rush-aget treaty ef
adee 1817 by whicb the naval forces en the

the hon. lakos te ho maintained by the United
e), t9 States and by Great Britain respctivly,
the route were net te exceed: On lake Ontarie, one
y should essel; on the uppor lakes, two vossels, and
and thevadte on lako Champlain one vessel, none ef

100 years which were te exceod 100 tons burden and
the wish tbe armament net te be heavior than e
d have 18-pennd cannon; the convention te ho ter-
between minable after six mentbs, upen notice by

tions. It eitber side. The convention bas practically
strategic beon terminated by the United States, with
by the the consent of Great Britain and Canada,

nclusions and the United States new bas severai
are that training ships on the Great Lakos, any one
ital, but, of which is as a dreadnought te a fishing
the con- sloop, as cempared wîth anytbing wbicb
roi was Canada bas afloat on the lates at the
sh and present timo. Thon, the United States has
s of the on the nppor laies soveral hundred large
ntrolling steel froighters of about 8,000 tons each.
General as comparod with a dezen or two that ho-

ada and long te Canada. Most ef these big froightors
ollowing: ceuld be immediately equîppod with light

guns frem tho United States arsonals, and
eaking a undor presont conditiens they ceuld held
e defence
ately the thoso lakes and invade the Canadiai
ed facili- shores with impunity. They ceuld nt

on. The got inte lake Ontarie until the Wel-
annot, so land canal is onlarged, whon they would
y to the
shore of aise control that laie, whieh under
, reduce prosent conditions, is capable ef boing con-
f Toronto trolled in tho samo way by Canada, ewing

te the majerity f ships on that water being
d States Canadian. The lesson if the war qf 1812-14

is that lss ef contrel ef late Ontarin by

superier Canada woeuld probably compel the with-
a funda- drawal o a treeps operating te the west


