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men from the west who would stand up
in this House as that hon. gentleman did
on that occasion there would be better
treatment for the farmers of the west in
regard to the transportation question. -

Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish to come to
this question of naval defence. @While I
may not add anything new to the ques-
tion, or throw any great light upon it, still
I do want to get the House down to the
actual situation, whatever it may be, in
discussing it, especially in view of state-
ments that have been made on recent oc-
casions by members of this House and
‘statements that are now being made in the
press by correspondents who, in some way,
seemed to think that Canada has no duty
to perform in this matter. If I deal for a
few minutes with some things that we all
know, I intend to deal with them largely
for the information of the country, and, I
think also, for the information of some
hon. gentlemen who are to-day members
of this House. While I say this I wish to
put in a plea now for the very fullest dis-
cussion of this question. There must be
freedom of discussion upon this question.
Every side must be heard, every province
must be heard, every citizen of Can-
ada must be heard on so important
a matter. But I do trust, ' and
am confident that out of this discus-
sion there will come a policy upon which
the whole of the Canadian nation can be
united. I believe that when we come to
our final action it will be the action of a
united nation and assist that desirable re-
sult: I wish to try and make clear what I
conceive to be a few of the basic principles
of the situation. The first thing I wish to
establish—and it requires sometimes to be
established, although the Prime Minister
and the leader of the opposition have ad-
mitted it to-day—is that Canada is an in-
tegral portion of the British empire. The
Prime Minister alluded to it to-day, but
you often hear people discussing this ques-
tion who seem to evade that issue. One
way in which I wish to establish that, and
I think I can establish it, is to take this
little book, the British North America Act,
and see what it says in reference to this
subject. In its opening paragraph, or
preamble, it says:

Whereas the provinces of Canada, Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick have expressed
their desire to be federally united into one
Dominion under the Crown of the Um(;ed
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, with
a constitution similar in principle to that of
the United Kingdom. . . .

Be it therefore enacted and declared by the
Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with
the advice and consent of the lords spiritual
and temporal, and commons, in this present
parliament assembled.

Then the Aect follows.
mean?

What does that
It means that to-day this country is

under the British Crown and that the House
of Commons of this Dominion of Canada
was organized and created by the parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Brit-
ain and Ireland. When you read some of
these discussions that take place in the
country you discover that they evade the
whole fact that we are a creation of the
parliament of the United Kingdom and that
we are under the British Crown. If you
go on in the Act for two or three sentences
more you will read the following:

. Provisions of this Act referring to Her Ma-
jesty the Queen extend also to the heirs and
successors of Her Majesty, Kings and Queens
(ff %hedUnited Kingdom of Great Britain and
reland.

Article 9:

The executive government and authority of
and over Canada is hereby declared to con-
tinue and be vested in the Queen.

Clause 15 reads as follows:

The commander in chief of the land and
naval militia, and of all naval and military
forces, of and in Canada, is hereby declared to
continue and be vested in the Queen.

Article 17:

There shall be one narliament for Canada,
consisting of the Queen, an Upper House
styled the Senate, and the House of Commons.

Therefore, in this constitutional Act
which creates the Dominion of Canada it is
most clearly set out that Canada is a part
of the British empire, and that this parlia-
ment is the creature of the parliament of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland. Let me read the oath that every
soldier who joins the Canadian militia
takes; and I suppose the same oath will be
taken by the members of our naval force
now:

I, A B, do sincerely promise and swear that
I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to
His Majesty.

And every member of this parliament
takes this oath:

I do swear that I will be faithful and bear
true allegiance to His Majesty King Edward.

The royal titles—and now I come to a
point which is very significant—the royal
titlgs as used in all our official documents
read:

Edward VII, by the Grace of God of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
and of the British Dominions beyond the seas,
King, defender of the faith, Emperor of India.

And to-morrow were a declaration of war
made against our King it would be against
Edward the Seventh of Great Britain and
Ireland, and the British Dominions beyond
the seas, which of course would include
Canada. War against Great Britain means
war against Canada. Were the German
Emperor to declare war against Great Brit-



