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citizen. he ias simplyi iade a leclaration of lis
iitenttion to become a citizen, and is ilokinir for-
ward to the enljoymieynt of the riglhts eonnuected
therewitl. I doC( Iot<î t hink tliat a person goinug
from Citnadi. to the United States. makingr possibly
a declaration if his iiitetiin to bii ecilome a Ami eri-
cuai :citizen in iiiiel tort hold real estate, lit not
consuu Iting his aperI by becoming at citizen,
perliaips retu rnii g to uCanada ndu<l neyer bei<Žcoiming
an Aeiiiericant citizen, sliould Le prevented froii
subl.seqjiuntly voighr.Wbilg fair enîough
ii deelarinîg thait an iiîdividual shaiall lose his righît
to vote afteru.e las become an Americtn citizen.

Mr. LANI>ERK[N. Does the pîomrloter of the
Bill initend to barout any persons whioî have acquired
property in the Uited States* 'Somlle yonuig imuen
nuay go to thit coulntry, m possibly file declara-
tiois to becoiuc Aiiericant xctizens i orler to<
aegmire proper'ty. ali IIia.y su)seqauenltly return to
Calada. \\ illi tiis bill peruit sucl yung in to
vote or not ? . i)s uestionî should be carefully coui-
siered. auîd it .should ibe stated a. jto wvhet.her tiis
Bill will pluce Sucli min uinlder the ban. anld if s,
for Ihow in.uty years after the return'mî. There are
miiiembers ii this fouse whol have aeic red property
iii the United States, ald I wisl to know if this
Bill is intended to strike a .iblow a tthemî. It voulil
loge well thit. the promoter of the Bill should take1
the House ilnto bis confidence iaid let it be known
wlhether it is intended to neet saucih cases.

Mr. 31.\IULLEN. I coenur iii the.iew express-
el bîy the lion. ieimlier for Northt Grey (Mr.
\asson). There are to less athan tifteent states iii
whiclh a ma n im'ay vote for' Presideit if lie lias
leclared lhis intention of becoumuing. a citizen of the

Unîited States. I Can give the iamtîes of the states,
if my statemiient is ehallenged.

Motion agreed to, auid Bill read the second time.

Sir .JOHN THOMPSON moved :
That BillNo..5 be referred to, a special counittce con-

sisting of Messrs. Wood (];rockville), Camieron (Huron).
Amyot. Harroin. Sir Adoijlhe Caron,-Sir Johnî Thompson'
Langelier, Desjardins (L Islet), Montague, Skinniier andil
McKecen.

Motion agi'reed to.

ELECTORAL FRANCHISE ACT.

Mir. CHARLTON movel second reading of Bil
(.. 31 ) to amiend the Electoral Franchise Act.
He sail : The Bill I shall cill the atteitioni of the
.Hious'e to' is one wich I tuast will coimmuend itself
to the Minister of .1ustice anl !to the Cabinet. I
have introduced this Bill withtoit any desire to
itake political capital or to inake a point againsti
t. Goverment, but situpilv withi a ldesire to correct!
ai ahnse wihl ias existed antd whicl is liile to
occui againu. 'TheBillis a riefcone aund 1 shall
preface iiy reimarks by reading its provisiin :

11Her Ma jesty, by aud with the alvice and conscnt'of
ic Senate and .lotise of Cotnuons of Caniaida, ectts as

1.Cetioni tlirty-iine of ' hie Eleetoral Fr"iachiNe
l.... chapter fiv*e of the Revised Statutes, is hereby
repeaîlei and the followi ng substituted therefor:-

.9. If. froi any cause, the list of voters for any poll-
il)g ditrict is naot revised and eertified at. the tun when
it shouîld, under this Act, be sent to the returning fficer
ut aIny electiol, thenî the lust list of voters. revised and
certified for sucht polling distriet, shall be sent to the
returninîg officer anîîd used at such election: but if such
lust list is not as recent as the last list of voters prepared
under the laws of the pruvince in which such polling dis.

Mr. CuaItLox.

trict is situate. then such last provineiail list sA111 be sent
to the returing oileer and iscd it such election.'"
Now, Mr. Speaker, we have lhad two revisions of
the i)minion ilist under the Franchise Act since

I 1885. These revisions are expensive aud vexatious.
They are vexatious to the members vexationus to
I the epr<oviilees and to the Dominion at large. and I
have no doubt that nanv memibeners of tis House
would be pleased if the revision of the lists for the
present year is postponed. We hal the last general
election held upon a olld list, and I presunme that
there was scarcely a vounîg umîan iin the Dominh.n
of Canada under twenty-three years of age who
wats entitledl to au vote. Thle re.sult %was that mlany
thousands of yuoung mnenî who ought to, have voted

i aiid w were entitled to a vote, were not able to
do so in consequence of the dulay in the revision of
thue voters' lists, as the list was practically two
years old at the tine the electiin was ield. Th1Iàe
electionlîs were leld tupon a list wlhich disfranchised
tail the vouini mjîeu, which left. on the voters' lists
tholusainis of inen wlho were lead and who were in
iinyIV cases personiated ; a list. whicli inclded thois-

di. of imen 'Iîo had remaoved froml/the country,
î because the older the voters' list is tihe larger te
numlie r ofpeople on it wi(o do lot live iII the
counîtry. 'Ilhe consequience of this was that at the
last eleution we haLd flot a fair expression of publie
opimion. It wa-s estunated that there were fifty
tlhousanl young miei debarreid fromîî voîting wlWho lad
a righit to vote, tlirty or forty thousandi ldeal imen
on the list, manv of ~whoin were voted foir by per-
soniators, and tens of thousands f votes who were
out of the country, aid. there was a dispositioni
somte (liarters to use improper means to brimli
these men back. The result of this condition of
i tinsw ;vas mnostunfavourabîle to politicalmorals, and
the consequence of it was to secure a verdict which
Mimany cases was not oie that would not have
been giVen if the lists contained the names of those
actually entitled to vote.

This Bill does not ro>ose thai the provincial
list shall be ul bstitutel fori the Doimîiniou lists
except in ca.ses; such ais occurred lhast election,
where the D*omlinioliEst was an ld1one ; aIlwllhere.
nmanifestly it was unjust to have used *this list..
TiLs 1il1 pi-oposes that in suieli cases, where the pro-
vincial list is a more recent ne, and if for any cause
a revision has not been nmale uander' the Dominion
Franchise zAct, and1 the Dominion list does not pro-
perly represent the electorate of the country. then
in such cases the provincial list if more recent, will
be sulbstitutel for the Dominion list. I thinîk this
propîosition is a ver fair one and if theC overn-
ment orders a revisioln of the Dominion lists every
year, its provisioins are of course inoperative. buit if
for any reasonts, (ne, or two<, or thre years should
;'elapse withouti a revision and there shoul be a

i bye-election in the mi eantimîle, this election% woull
Slie hell on the proviiicial list. If. as was the case
iIlast year, therel should be a general election pre-
Cipitatel ou the ountry ad L thee was an Old.
i Dominion list, unthoerrUi atiuon of whîich no one
Sunl'er twenty-three years of age could vote, then it
would e iin the interest of the country generally to
adopt a votes' list wlieh mould allow these ong
Ic e to vote and whiich had all the naines ofthôse
entitled to vote upon it, and the naines of dead
men and absentees excluded. Looking at the
matter entirely free from political bias I think that
it would be in the interest of the country generally
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