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raargins of preference were negotiable in much tiie scmc manner
• as tariff rates and could be reduced, eliminated, or r ..aintained. Rcduc-

tions or eliminations or margins of preference wo-re subject to agreement
by the parties interested in the maintenance of the preference, who wero
entitled to ask for componsaticn .

It will be seen that Canada was doubly involved in n,~~otiations
concerning preferences : first by the demands of foreign countries upon
other Commonwealth areas, for the elimination or reduction of prcierences
enjoyed by Canada, and secondly by the demands of forei ,-n countries for the
elii :ination or narrowing of prefcrences granted in the Canadian tariff for
the benefit of other Commonwealth countries . Modifications in preferences
enjoyed by Canada in other Commonwealth areas were not extensive . The
principal ones are summarized in the paraôraphs i.ynamediately following :

UNITED KINGDOM

The United Kingdom tariff on aluMir_un, ur.ti,r_•cught, in blocks,
billets, ingots, slabs, notch bars, wire bars, sticks, and granules ,
was formerly 10 clla on imports from non-Commonwealth countries, z•Lile imports
from Commonwealth countries s•rere admitted free . Unc:or the :mnocy agree-
ment, aluminum will becone free of duty from all sources . The United
Y,ingdôM tariff on certain typos of softwood imported ro:~~ non-British
countrios has also been reduced to r.ake ±t consistent with rates nego-
tiated on the principal types at Geneva ~#.;-ao years ago . Imports of all
types of lumber from Cànada, however, continue dutJ f--c ;,.

By way of furthor explanation, it may be recalled that, before
the Geneva ncgoti4tions,' sor,le varieties of soft~veod luMbcr (including
sawn, hewn or in the round), when imported into the United Kingdom from
non-Comm.onwewlth sources, used to be subjcct to a rate of 16 shillings per
standard while others were subject to ad valorem, rates . !.s a result of
the Geneva neootiations, the items subject to specific rates were reduced
from 16 shillings to 8 shillings per sta_ndard. This reduction was made
in return for a reduction made by the United States, Imports from Cor.non-
wealth countries continued free of duty. By the Gencva agreement also,
the ad valorem rates were reduced, in the main by 2;4j ., narrcwing the
preforonco to that extent . The Geneva ne;otiations, hcwever, did not
cover softwood timber, satian or hetim, less than 11 inches in i:idth and of
a value of less than 1316 .12s. per standard .

This class of timber continued dutiable at 10; ad valore:i .
This latter rato is now to be cor.vcrted, under the .nnec;,x negotiations, to
8 shillings per standard, confortr.inC with the rates already cstablished
for the principal softwood tiraber items during the Geneva .zc~;.otiations .
The general effect of the lnnecy changes, therefore, is to make all wood
and timber of coniferous species (other than boxboards, railway sleepers
and sleeper blocks) in the round or he:•:n or square savm, but not further
prepared or manufactured, dutiable at 8 shillinE ;s per standard when
imported from most-favo~ cd-nations, though rcr.air.inr; frcr, of duty if of
Commonwealth origin.

There is also a small reduction in the r ..ost-favourcd-nation duty
from 10;. to 7, , in the Unitet' Kingdom tariff covcrinE- softv :ood i~reather-
boards and other softwood boards (except boxboards) lcss than 2 inches in
thicYncss and 4 inchos or more in rridth, plar.cd, but not further menu-
factured than tonGucG, groovcd, etc . These products also continue duty
free from Commonwealth cou:;trics.

The duty on" doors of wcod imported from'.non-CoMonwcalth coun-
trios is boinG reduced fror.: 210;4) to 15,3, subject ..s, prcviously, to a
minimum duty of ls„Gd . pcr door . Free cntrrr continues to be e-.•.tended to
imports from Co^•^onvrcalth countrics .


