
The other Arctic coastal states also have extended continental shelves and are in
volved in a similar process. To maximize data collection in a challenging physical envi
ronment, encourage exchange of information and minimize future differences, Canada 
has been working closely with neighbouring Arctic Ocean coastal states. We will act 
on a priority basis to ensure Canada has a sound submission by the 2013 deadline. Any 
overlaps with the submissions of neighbouring states will be resolved through peace
ful means in accordance with international law.

Beyond concrete steps on boundaries, Canada's sovereignty agenda will also 
address Arctic governance and related emerging issues, such as public safety. 
Increasingly, the world is turning its attention northward, with many players far re
moved from the region itself seeking a role and in some cases calling into question 
the governance of the Arctic. While many of these players could have a contribution 
to make in the development of the North, Canada does not accept the premise that 
the Arctic requires a fundamentally new governance structure or legal framework. Nor 
does Canada accept that the Arctic nation states are unable to appropriately manage 8/9 

the North as it undergoes fundamental change.

Canada, like other Arctic nations, stands by the extensive international legal frame
work that applies to the Arctic Ocean. Notably, UNCLOS, as referred to earlier, pro
vides the legal basis for delineation of continental shelves and goes well beyond this 
to address the protection of the marine environment, freedom of navigation, marine 
scientific research, conservation and utilization of marine living resources, and other 
uses of the sea.

However, within this broad legal framework, new challenges are emerging. Until now, 
the Arctic Ocean's inaccessibility has meant that the region was largely insulated from 
the sort of safety and law enforcement challenges present in regions further south. 
However, decreasing ice cover will lead, over time, to increases in shipping, tourism 
and economic development in the Arctic Ocean region. While the full extent of the


