
lng whlch decided that in the case of municipali-
ties, the decisions of municipalities must be based
on local concerns that its citizens have and that
international issues don't count. A strong argument
can be made with the heroin link and that Burmese
heroin is a local concern for municipalities. A
paper on this issue will be coming out in a month
in the University of Toronto Law Review.

There are grassroots alternatives such as con-
sumer pressure tactlcs but which are only effective
agalnst products that are consumer-baseci and for
exampie, against mining companies. There was a
recent case in Ontario where Friends of Lubicon
was being sued by a subsicliary of a Japanese coin-
pany for launching a boycott against it. The courts
ruled that there 1$ nothing ilegal about consumer
boycotts and this ruling is a victory for ail con-
sumer actlvists across the country

Lawsuits. Californla-based Unocal is being sued
in that state for its business involvement in Burina.
Could this be a success li Canada? We don't know
yet but cases are being filed, particularly one in
Montreal and if it is succesaful, then we can think
about suing Canadian compaxiies that are in

publshed by the International Center for Human
Rtghts and Democratlc Development If people
would like to do further reading.

IQE..KYI - Secetary Genera
Bunuese Students Democratic Organization

1 work as the Secretary General for the
Burmese Students Democratic Organization (Cana-
da). Our student organization was formed in
December, 1997 at the First Conference of Burmese
students in Canada. Our student organization con-
sists of Burmese students who left Burina after the
bloody mniitary crackdown on the democracy
movement and Burmese nationals who were coin-
mitted to work on the restoration of democracy
and human rights in Burina. The objective of our
student organization is to restore democracy and
human rlghts in Burina. As a student organization,
we wiIl put our priorlty on working to get freedom
in the formation of student institutions lin Burmna.

1 am glad to be here in Ottawa for the confer-
ence, and to have the chance to meet you ail in one
group, a rare opportunlty. 1 believe this conference
wlill be productive for our struggle for democracy
and will certainiy produce much dloser relation-
ships among our democratic forces, and other indi-
viduals and organizations worlng for democracy
and human rights in Burina. So 1 want to give my
special thanks to Canadian Frlends of Burmna for
this opportunity and its generous help lin support-
ing our struggle for freedoin.


