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(iii) Recognition of their values, traditional knowledge and resource 
management practices with a view to promoting environmentally sound and 
sustainable development; 

(iv) Recognition that traditional and direct dependence on renewable resources 
and ecosystems, including sustainable harvesting, continues to be essential 
to the cultural, economic and physical well-being of indigenous people and 
their communities; 

(v) 	*Development and strengthening of national dispute-resolution arrangements 
in relation to settlement of land and resource-management concerns; 

(vi) Support for alternative environmentally sound means of production to 
ensure a range of choices on how to improve their quality of life so that 
they effectively participate in sustainable development; 

Enhancement of capacity-building for indigenous communities, based on 
the adaptation and exchange of traditional experience, knowledge and 
resource-management practices, to ensure their sustainable development; 

(b) Establishment, where appropriate, of arrangements to strengthen the active 
participation of indigenous people and their communities in the national formulation of 
policies, laws and programmes relating to resource management and other development 
processes that may affect them, and their initiation of proposals for such policies and 
programmes; 

(c) Lavolvement bf indigenous people and their conununities at.  the national and 
local levels in resource management and conservation strategies and other relevant 
programmes established to support and review sustainable development strategies, such as 
those suggested in other programme areas of Agenda 21. 

Activitie&  

26.4. Some indigenous people and their communities may require, in accordance with 
national legislation, greater control over their lands, self-management of their resources, 
participation in devel.Iment decisions affecting them, including, where appropriate, 
participation in the establishment or management of protected areas. The following are 
some of the specific measures which Govermnents could taloe. 

(a) 	Consider the ratification and application of existing international 
conventions relevant to indigenous people and their communities (where not yet done) and 
provide support for the adoption by the General Assembly of a declaration on indigenous 
rights; 

(vii) 

(b) 	Adopt or strengthen appropriate policies and/or legal instruments that will 


