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UNITED NATIONS t)AY

The followjng statement b>' the Prime Minister
was issued on the occasion of UJnited Nations Day
October 24:

Today miarks the twenty-thircl anniversary of the
creation of the United Nations. Over the. years,
govemaments and peoples round the world have corne
to regard October 24 as an occasion for rededicating
ourselves to the principles of iternational. or4er and
mrnoality set out in the Charter. It is appropriate on
this occasion to reflect on the present state of the
United Nations organlzatlon and the difficulties
which must be overcorne if the organization la ta
remnr a viable and dynamic instrument.

The. basis of the Urilted Nations fa the. pledge of
sovereign atates to co-operate ini order ta maintain
international peace and security, to salve pressing
problems of an economic end social okaracter, and ta
promoe respect for human righta and fumdarnental
freedonis without distinction as ta race, sex, ian-
guage or religion.

As the United Nations approaches the, mid-point
of its third decade its character and procedurea are
changing. The items on the aenda of the. General
Asaembly and the Securlty Counci are vastiy dif-
ferent from those of 1945. There are now 125 member
states cornpared ta the 51 original membera. Dis-
agreements arnong the great powers caused changes in
thinllig and emphasis, which in tura meant tint the
middle and srnsller powers, such as Canada, have had
ta taire on greater responsihilities. Pethaps the
greatest change has occurred in the fields of eco-
nmnic and social d'eveloprneiit, and of human rights.
The United Nations now acta as a catalyat for peace-
ful change in the econornlc field, rather thati being
slmply a forum for debate anid discussion, as in the
eariy years. And in the ares of human rights, Uinited
Nations declarations and conventions set the ac-
cepted standards for state behaviour.

The prevailing international situation bas had
its effect an the United Nations. Secretary-Genemal
U Thant has eported th.at durlng the past year
«'littie pragress, if any, bas bee recordedtoaprds
the erowth of international order based on 12w and

needed to overcorne the present malaise and rein-
vigorate the United Nations.

TASKS AHEAD
The. Canadian Gavemnment believes that ini the. months
to corne we munst be ready to seize any opportunity
for a serious and constructive discussion of the
issues that divide East and West. W. have urged at
the United Nations that negotiations to endl the amis
race be pursued vigorausly. Canada is also in coin-
plete agreemnent with the Secretary-General that a
mast helpful step in these Urnes would be the
strengtheniiig of the peacebuilding and peacekeeping
capability of the. United Nations systern.

The. year 1968 has been designated the Inter-
national Ysar for Human Rights. In recent nionths,
the. world has witnessed an increasa in violence,
often in paot.8t againat alleged infringemietts of
human righta, coupled with econonic and social in-
justice. W. must view such violence as a phenosianon
capable of being understood end, througji suder-
standing, susceptible of restraint and eventual
elimination. Youth now challenges a world that has
ahown it la capable of the. achievement of plenty but
fal1. short of its possibilities. One of the. major
tasloe facing the, United Nations and the. Specialized
Agencies is the. promotion of the, econotnic and social
welI-being of ail peoples, in condiltions wiiere basic
hunian rights ore .ot only acknowlede but lmpile-
niented. In this endeavour, 'pehaps the greatest
challenge of our age, Canada is deterilned to play a
full and ac~ti've mole.

Ini concluding, 1 wtssh to psy t aiuet the many
non-govermientai organizations din Canada, such as
the United Nations Association and the Canadian
Conilttee for UNICEF, whicb have done so much
ta niake Canadians âwar>e of the work of the United
Nations farnlly. 1 hhey have an important mole to play.
1 arn sure that I speak for ail Canadians ini pledgig


