Paragraph 108

Different socio-economic and cultural conditions are to be taken into account
when identifying the foremost obstacles to the advancement of women. The current
economic situation and the imbalances within the world monetary and financial
system need adjustment Programmes to overcome the difficulties. These programmes
should not adversely affect the most vulnerable segments of society among whom
women are disproportionately represented.

Paragraph 109

Development, being conceived as a comprehensive process, must be characterized
by the search for economic and social objectives and goala that guarantee the
effective participation of the entire population, especially women, in the process
of development. It is also necessary to work in favour of the structural changes
needed for the fulfilment of these aspirations. 1In line with these concerns, one
should endeavour to speed up social and economic development in developing
countries; accelerate the development of the scientific and technological
capabilities of those countries; promote an equitable distribution of national
income; and eradicate absolute poverty, experienced disproportionately by women and
children, with the shortest possible delay by applying an overall strategy that, on
the one hand, eliminates hunger and malnutrition and, on the other, works towards
the construction of more just societies, in which women may reach their full

deve lopment.

Paragraph 110

As the primary objective of development is to bring about sustained
improvement in the well-being of the individual and of society and to bestow
benefits on all, development should be seen not only as a desirable goal in itself
but also as an important means of furthering equality of the sexes and the
maintenance of peace.

Paragra 111

Women should be an integral part of the process of defining the objectives and
modes of development, as well as of developing strategies and measures for their
implementation. The need for women to participate fully in political processes and
to have an equal share of power in gquiding development efforts and in benefiting
from them should be recognized. Organizational and other means of enabling women
to bring their interests and preferences into the evaluation and choice of
alternative development objectives and strategies should be identified and
supported. This would include special measures designed to enhance women's
autonomy, bringing women into the mainstream of the development process on an equal
basis with men, or other measures designed to in:egtate women fully in the total

development effort.

Paragra 112

The actual and potential {mpact on women of macro-economic processes operating
at the international and national levels, as well as of financial spatial and
physical development policies, should be assessed and appropriate modifications
made to ensure that women are not adversely affected. Initial emphasis should be
placed on employment, health and education. Priority should be given to the
development of human resources, bearing in mind the need to avoid further increases
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