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It la a faithful saying, that of the three governments
under which we live-the federal, the provincial and the
municipal-it la the latter wlth which our citizens come moat
directly and continuouslW in contact, which bas most to do
with the coniforts and eonveniences of their life, and fo:r
whose maintenance they make the largest contribution, and
it was a mnatter of regret tha't ln days, 1 think I can safely
say, gone bye, it was the one with respect to which they
shýowed the most indifference. But there has been during
the preýsent generation a great awakening, a modern move-
ment of ev'er-increasing activity la ail parts of the British
Commonwealth, and in the. United States as well, in ail that
pertains to municipal lit., that bas led to the elevation of
that lite and the euipbasizing of i'ts duties, its importance
and it-s dignity. Men in commercial life, above ail others,
can appreciate the fact that whatever makes :for better con-
ditions in government, for houesty and efficlency on busi-
ness pdunciples, la deservlng of our very best consideration.
The. hringing about of such conditions la the primary purpose
of aur municipal uons. It la the sanie spirit that bas
brougt itot existence the. numerous kludred associations-
Civic Iniprovement Leqgues, Good Citizeu*hip Clubs, Good
Roads Organizations, Caain Clubs, etc.

Municipal Governmeut in Great I3ritain.
The move-ment lu the old counrtry was, perbaps, more than

elsewhere, a natiural ro and devekopmnft, t whih bas
always beeu char'acteristicofe Britishi govr ena syste-ms,
dpesiLoed to meet the exfrencies of modeorn civilization wltl

rights and privileges. It was te some extent mixed up with
politics, and no -relief was expected froni tfhe political parties,ý
because the grattera and purloiners were theniselves lo'w
grade politiciana and ward basses, and usually the providera
of campaiga funds. These unfortunate conditions gave rise
to municipal unions and kindred organizations, and led to an
awakening interest in and study of municipal conditions,
with the result of much improved and more efficient forma
of municipal protection and government, especially applicable
to many of their cities, such as the Commission form. of gov-
ernment, the city manager system, and otier forma, with a
growlng demand for more civic 'home rule, which bas done
very much te ameliarate t~he unfortunate conditions to which
1 bave referred, and bas produced an infinîtely better state Mf
civic affaira than existed there durlng the past generation.

Not ao many years aga ln Canada, and even iu the Pro-
vInce ef Nova Scotia wlthi ts high standard of education
and public spirit, it was not counted as unrightemasnesa for
company promoters, knowir later as charter sharks, te aeek
gifts from Pax'lianent and the various Provincial Leglaslatures
iu the way of public franchises and invasion of municipal
rizhts wlthout compensation te thie inunicioality coneerned,


