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MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED,

. BICYCLES.

A NEW CANADIAN INDUSTRY.

MASSEY-LARRIS CO., LTD., ERECTING A
FACTORY,

HE evolution of the bicycle is exceed-
ingly interesting, but not less so is the
rapid development of the bicycle in-
dustry and the phenomenal reception

given by all classcs of society to this latest
means of locomotion. But a few years since
the bicycle was looked upon as a device to be
used chiefly for athletic purposes. Young
men, and that, too, at the risk of life and limb,
were about the only ones who dared to use
the formidable high wheel, The invention of
the safety bicycle, however, speedily wrought
a great change in the utility of the wheel,
and the advent of the pueumatic tire has
undoubtedly secured this novel vehicle a
permanent place amongst man’s long list of
economic devices,

At first, even the pnewmatic-tired safety
bieycle was looked upon as a means of trans-
portation rather bensath the dignity of the
majority of mankind, But this splendid and
very practical mechaniecal steed has in an
incredibly short time won for itself so high
a reputation that now we see the judge riding
down to the court on his wheel ; the minister
going about his pastoral work; the doctor
speeding to his patients; and the lawyer, too,
riding the bicycle. The clerk, the mechanic,
the villager and farmer are all learning to
appreciate its value, while the Government
have placed so high an estimate on the wheel
that the militia, police and postal departments
are all introducing it for practical service. As
for woman and the bicycle—well, not long
sinco thousands of women who now ride the
bicycle and are none the less respectable for it
would have looked askance at the thought of
it. The few women who first rode the wheel
in the face of the greatest prejudice succeeded
in establishing the fact that the bicycle was as
much for woman as for man. The prejudice
against its use by ladies is so rapidly subsiding
that we read of such noble women as Miss
Frances E. Willard, Lady Henry Somerset
and the Princesses of good old England gracing

the wheel. At home the wives and daughters’

of clergymen and the leading ladies of the
land have taken up this graceful and helpful
recreation.

Canadians, with their accustomed enthusi-
asm and enterprise, have not been behind other
countries in introducing the bicycle, for the
streets of our cities and towns are already
lively with bicyclists.

‘While bicycles have been manufactured in
Canada to a limited extent, it is a fact of no
mean significance that a concern of such
characteristic energy and thoroughness and
so progressive as Massey-Harris Co., L1p.,
have decided to embark in this new industry.,
It means much for the wheelnen of the
Dominion.

Some two years ago statements were being
made so generally over the country to the
effect that Masspy-Harris Co., Ltp., were
going into the bicycle business that they were
under the mecessity of giving them public

denial, as the matter became a real source of
annoyance, and took a good deal of time
to answer correspondence and queries in
this connection. They do not know how such
s rumor got abroad, as “at that time
the directors of the Company had not con-
sidered the expediency of making wheels,

Public opinion, however, has declared so
positively upon the utility of the wheel, and it
has become such a thoroughly practical vehicle
for use on the farm as well as in the village—
its value and usefulness being more and more
appreciated—that the Company was led
seriously to consider the matter recently,
Further, Canadians seemed to have looked to
Massey-Harris Co., LTD., with their long
and extensive experience in manufacturing, to
make the wheels for the people, and notwith-
standing their denial two years ago of any in-
tention of going into the business the
opinion has been constantly expressed that
Massey-Harris Co. should make bicycles,
Honce the Company’s decision to add thisto
their list of manufactures.

‘While the relationship between the bicycle
business and that of farm implements may not
at first be apparent, after all nothing is more
natural than the affiliation of these two lines,
for the vehicle and implement business have
always been closely allied, and in the United
States and foreign countries bicycles are now
extensively sold by dealers in farm implements,
while their use throughout the country is
destined to be as large or even larger than in
the cities.

Further, in a large works, like the Toronto
shops of Massey-HARRIs Co., where such a
variety of trades are represented, much experi-

ence is acquired and many devices perfected |

which would be of immense value in the mak-
ing of bicycles. Kspecially is this true of their
steel plant, where they have many original
secret and patented processes for the maniPula-
tion of steel by the fuecl-oil method. These
steel processes have done much to make
Massey-HArrIs implements famous the world
over, as they are patented and controlled by
this Company alone, and certainly thero is no
machine made in which a higher grade of steel
{L}nd lworkmanship are necessary than the
icycle.

It is the intention of the Company to run the
bicycle business as a strictly separate and dis-
tinct department without in any way whatever
interfering with their implement business.
Not only will there be separate management
and a separate staff, but a splendid new fac-
tory is being erected and equipped for this new
departure.

The new MasSEY-HARRIS bicycle factory

will have a frontage of 108 {eet on King street
west, running back in the form of an L 186
feet, being the equivalent of a buildim]z 234
feet long by 60 feet wide, and five stories high.
Tu addition to this there will be a wing for the
- nipulation of steel parts. "To accommodate
these buildings an additional frontage cf 300
feet on King street ranning back over 200 feet
to the railway tracks had to be purchased.
This gives the Company a total frontage of
over 1,000 feeb on King street.

This new bicycle plant will be fitted with the
latest and best machinery and appliances for
turning out strictly high-class wheels, it being
the intenvion of MasSEY-HARR1S Co. to make
no other. The capacity of the plant will be
5,000 to 10,000 bicycles per annum.

Space has been secured in the Bicycle De-
partment of the Toronto Industrial Exhibition,
where samples will be shown, and the Company
expect to supply the trade with both wheels
and parts next season.

1st.—M. Dicrre Legrand, ex-Minister of Commerce of
Trance, died....The Toronto feccholders voted down the
Civie Lighting and Water Works hy-lww....Lord Aber-
odeen presented the medalz awarded by the Royal Humane
Society of Canada to those who had been instrumental in
saving life,

3rd.—Rev. Dr. Sutherland, of Toronto, Seevetary of the
Methodist Church Mission Bourd, veceived a_ despateh
stating that the mission station at Ching-Zoo, China, had
been burned by a mob,

4th.—Lord and Lady Aberdeen weve presented with ad-
dresses of weleome at Milton, Ont....; At the mecting of e
Board of Directors of the J3ank of Montreal, Sir Donadd
Sinith was re-clected President.

5th.—FEx-Premier Gladstonce is still confined to hisbed,
....The Republic of ¥ormosa has collapsed ... .Sir Julian
Tauncefote, the British Ambassador to (he United States,
sailed from New York for Southampton.

Gth.—The Spanish Government iyas anunounced its intens
tion of seuding ten additional battalions of infantey (o
Cuba. ..."I'he ceremony of unveiting the statue of Sir John
Macdonald at Montreal was the oceasion of a great
demonstration,

Tth—~The International Miners’ Convention meecting at
Parts has adopted o resolution in favor of an cight-hour
day....Mr. Johw Walsoun, the Kincardine manuiacturer,
is dead.. .. A deputation of the Canadian Copyright Asso-
ciation waited upon the Deputy Minister of Justice,

Sth.—The village of Saling, in the Canton of Valais,
Switzerland, has been destroyed by five... . Mrs. Parnell,
the widow of the late Irish leader, i3 in broken health....
]i‘m'ly y-two persons were drowned by the Hoods in JXoberse
dorf.

10th.—Prinee Edward, of York, has made his first ap-
perance in London. ... "Fhe Hou, J. G. Ward, Treaswrer
and  Postmaster-General of New Zealand, avrived in
Ottawa,

11th.—Mr. and Mys, Gladstone hoarded a steamer which
gails for Hamburgz....The erew of the American scow
which dnmped garbage in the Detroit river were each
fined fifty dollars.

12{h.—Bishop Sullivan has heen appointed Principal of
Huron College....A motion to abolish the reception of
railway passes by the members were defeated in the
Commons,

13th.—The foundations for the pedestal for the monu-
ment to Sir John Macdonald in Ottawa have heen com-
pleted. ... Senor Manuel Ruiz Zorilla, the noted Spanish
Republiean leader, is dead.

Lith.—Treasurer Stock, of the County Council of Went-
worth, handed in his resignation, which wax aceepted....
M, Sverdrap, the leader of the Norwegian Moderates, has
declined to form a new Cabinet,

15th.—Mrs. Charles Archibald, president of the world's
Woumen's Christian Temperance I;Jniou in the Maritime
Provinces, hasarrived in London, Eng,

17th.—The Harlem =hip eanal connceiing the Hudson
river at Spuyten Duyvel with Long Island Sound, was
formally deelared open....Prof, Daniel Kirkwood, LL.1D.,
Iate professor of mathematies in Indiany State University,
is dead.

18th.—Lord Colin Catnpbell, fourth son of the Duke of
Argyle, a cartuin in the Bombuay Rifle Volunteer Corps.
is dead....I'he High Court of the Canadian Order o
Foresters met in Hamilton,

19th.—Lieutenant-Governor Chapleau paid an official
visit to the Baron de Hirseh Institute in Montreal....The
Grand Lodge Independent Order of Good Templars held
}‘lhe owt&ning sessions of its forty-sccond annual meeting in
"oronto.

20th.—The Court of Appeal in Montreal gave judgment
in the case of Sauvalle v, Turdivel, contirming the judg-
nment of the court below.

June 21,—The American_Tobacco Company of Canada,
with a_capital of one million dollars, has been incorpor-
aled. The British Government was defeated on the motion
torcduce the salary of the Seeretary of War,

22nd.—Lord Rosebery tendered his resignation to the
Queen and it was aceepted... Mr. Levi Rightmeyer, for
many years identified with the Canadian salt industry,
died at Kincardine.

24th--Mr, Hugh Millar, J.P., was n})pointc(l assistant
police magisteate by the City Council of Toronto. ... Scna-
tor Burnsdicd at bis residence in Bathurst, N,B.

25th.—The Imperial authoritics have forwarded to the
Canadian Government a draft of the North Pacific Sealing
Bill, which was read a third time in the House of Lords.

26.—Emperor William was the guest of the officersof the
United Stateseruiser New York, at Kiel. Mr. T. J. Pater-
son, & merchaut of Mooreficld, committed suickle at a
hotel in Berlin, Ont....The Re. Hon. E.J. Mercer, Dow-
ager Marchioness of Lausdgwne, mathcr of the present
Marquisof Lansdowne, and formerly Governor-General
of Canada, is dead.

27th,~Signor Cavallotii, whose charges in the Iialian
Chamber of Deputies against Premier Crispi, were voted
down.... The appenl for a haheas eorpusin the case of Dr.
Buchanan, the wife murdercr, was refused....Judge
Malhiot delivered judement in” the charge of boodling
against Mayor Aubry, of Hull, Quebee.

29—Drop in September wheat at Chicago....Fire in
Poronto; Ins2£20,600.... Lord Salisbury nas appointed his

Cabinet....Frosts in the North West.... Partial rains in
Ontario have greatly benefited the growing crops.




