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of Tyre or Babylon or Egypt. It was even
contidently asserted that herve were the relics
of the ten “Lost Tribes'—a sugzgestion we
may well remember, since out of it grew the
gigantic imposture the ¢ Book of Mormon.” Tt
must, however, be admitted that there are
points in the work of the Mound-builders, in
their effigies and pyramids and “sacred en-
closures,” which strongly support the view
that Awmcrica was at some remote period visited
by successive waves of invaders from Europe,
from the coast of Asia, even from Mongolia.
Rites such as prevailed in Phoenicia in O1d
Testament times were widely practised on the
Nortl'American eontinent.  The more closely
the relies of the lost races are examined, the
more clear becomes the evidence that their
worship combined elements of Druidical, of
ILtittite, and of Phocnician cercmonial. The
faiths of the Far Kast, the worship of fire,
of the serpent, and of the sun, extensively pro-
vailed throughout the whole area veccupied by
the Mouud-builders.  Their relies abound with
symbols which, in the Old World, ¢ belonged
to the sceret mysteries, the mysteries that wore
8o full of crueltics and dearadations.”

It is here then among objeets associated
with their religious observances, that we must
look for the key to this great problem -—the
problem as to who were this strange people,
and from what sonvees the North Ameriean
continent veceived  the fivst impulses of its
ancient eivilization. -—The Speetator,

READINGS FROM CURRENT
LITERATURE.

PENGUINS.

Penguins are the strangest creatures ever
scen.  They are supremely funny as they
quack and strag about with their padded feet
cver the snow, or, coming to a slope, glide
swiftly downward toboggan-fashion upon their
breasts.  If one lands on the picee of ice they
are resting upon, they approach fearlessly with
a threattening “Quack ! quack !’ For their
inquisitiveness they, too, often veceived the
handle of the club, for it was soon found that
their Hosh ureatly resembled that of the hare,
and upon them we had many a tasty and sub-
stantial meal.  The emperor penguin is very
difficult to kill ; he will live after his skull hus
been most hopelessly smashed ; the hest way
to put an end to them is to pith them, Sixof
us one day set vut to capture one alive, and so
strong was the bird that five with difficulty
kept their hold, and, after he was bound with
strong cords and v autical knots, he flapped his
flippers and released himself.-—The  Popilar
Seience Mowthly.

THE TLAND OF VOLCANOES,

In the Japan and Kurile istands, aceording
to Professor John Milne, not less than 100
voleanoes still preserve their form and craters,
and as many as fifty of them cmit steam. The
great eruptions  which have heen reeorded
number 233, the greater frequency, as with
carthquakes, having been diring the colder
wmonths of the year. One hine of vents more
than 2,000 miles long, begins in Kamsatka and
passes through the Kuriles, Yezo and down hy
Houshiu to the ever-smoking Asama, whoeve it
is joined by a line running to the southwest
through the great Fujisan and Oshima, till it
reaches the Ladrones, a distance of 1,200 miles.
The last line begins near the gigantic crater of
Mount Aso, and extends 1,300 miles through
Formosa to the Philippines.  The lavas ave all
magnetic,and the soil of the country, consisting
largely of decomposed lava, is in many cases so
filled with grains of magnetite that a hrush of
this material will be collected on a magnetized
knife scraped over a garden walk. The most
famous of the volecanoes is Fujisan, On its
summit at a height of about 13,400 feet, Pro-
fessor Milne has made observations with a
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tremor measure that tend to prove that the
great inass of the mountain is actually swayed
by the wind !

LORD ROSEBERY AND THE FARMER,

In Mr. W. H. Luey’s hook, the * Diury of
the Salisbury Parliament,” there is a story ve-
lating to Lord Rosebery and one of his Scotch
guests which is worth quotng. In the month
of May 1889 there was an evening party in
Berkeley Squave ; and in the carly part of the
day Lord Rosebery had met in Piceadilly a
Scotch farmer, with whom he had some ac-
yuaintance, and he asked his friend to © look
in” in the course of the night. The farmer
duly presented himself in something that ve-
sembled his idea of an evening dress.  All
went well until the Scotehman got into the
supper-room.  After eating of a varety of
delicacies, he lighted on an jce-cream—a form
of nourishment that was new to hini,  Having
taleen n large spoonful, he managed to conceal
his discomfort. But, sceing his host, he thought
it his duty to inform him of what hiad taken
place. ““ Ldon’t suppose you know, my lond,”
he whispered loudly, “ but T think T ougnt to
tell you—there has heen a mistake svinewhere
and this pudding's froze.” Lord Rosebery
grasped the s tuation in a moment, With per-
fect conrtesy and with a pretty appearance of
critical inquiry, he tasted the ice-crenm *¢ So
it is,” he said; ¢t thai’s very strange ;7 and
then, after speaking to one of the scrvants, h_c
returned, and said to the Scoteh farmer, “ 1t's
all right ;5 T am told this is a new kind of pud-
ding they freeze on purpose,” and taking his
friend’s arm, led him out of the reom.

IFHE LATE ROBERT LOWE'S VIEWS ON
IRELAND.

‘“Ireland isthe problemofproblemstothe ¥n-
glishstatesman,  Initsfutare, thefuture of our
empire, of our race, of our civilization is wrap-
ped ap. It is to be feared that we do not suf-
ficiently estimate the enormous iuterval be-
tween our relations to Irveland and those to-
wards the dearest and wwost favounred dependen-
cy of the British Crown. Much as we may talk
of our colonies, they are, all, justly called by
our law the foreign dominions of her Majesty.
They arc subject, indeed, to the eontrol of
Parliament, but that control is rapidly becom-
ing merely nominal.  If the matter s closely
examined the benefits we derive from them are
far less than the benefits they receive from
us. . ... . IF we onee taxed them, they now
heavily tax us. The United Kingdom is the
Cinderella who does all the work of the [m-
perial household. The fairy tale is reversed
and the youngersisters have enslaved the eld-
er. . .. .. It cannot he too earnestly ime
pressed on the mind of England that lreland
1s not a eolony : never can be treated as a col-
ony ; never can be for weal or for woe any-
thing clse than an integral and vital part of
the British empirve, whose union and amalga-
mation with Gireat Biitain, so far from being
like the union or independence of 4 colony, a
matter of small account, is 4 matter which weo
cannot permit for a single moment to he called
in question,  This difference between Ire-
land and all the rest of the Empire depends
on its proximity to us. If Cato could work
upon the fears and passions of the Roman
Senate by exhibiting to them the figs which
he had gathered with his own hands at
Carthage, only three days' sail from the
Tiber, what should  be the feelings of an
English Parlinment when the distance s
measured by three hours instead of three
days? Were Ircland a country capable of
maintaining itself in independence, the case
might be likened to that of the dominions of
the Plantagenets in France : but we know only
too well from the violent factions which divide
the country, frowm its poverty and the large
portion of it that lies, and probably always
must lic, useless, that its strength is in no
proportion to its size ; and that if it ccused to
be the partuer, on perfectly equal terms, of the
empire of Great Britain, Ireland would in-
fallibly fall into the hands of some Power who
would use it as a post from which to direct
attacks upon our coast and our commerce,—.
The Sgectator.



