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sponded, to a great extent, with the teaching of the late
Professor T. H. Green of Oxford. As Dr. Young himseli
was accustomed to say, ha liad arrived at very nearly thE
sanie conclusions by bis own independent investigations.
Professor Green Ieft a very enthusiastic body of discipleE
behind hi; but aiready there are symptoms that soie of
them are beginning to call in question the doctrines of the
Master. Professor Setb, by no means the least illustrious
of the band, was Iately reckoned among the Greenites, bui
in his second series of Balfour Lectures he deciares roundly
that lie has corne to doubt the principles of the Baliiol
Professor's phlosophy after having received themn witlh
something like enthusiasi. And probabiy the satne thing
would happen at the Universitv of Toronto, if an ardent
believer in Professor Young was appointed ; and we be-
liave that thelate Professor would rejoica that it should baso.
He was not the man to put forth a Confession of Faith on
Philosophy and compel subscription to it on the part of a]]
teachers. LHe knew that unless Phiiosophy wad free it was
nothing ; and he would rather have had lis successors faith-
fui to trutb than merely loyal to his memory. As Aristo-
tle said of lis great master: IlPlato is a friend ; but Truth
a greater."

We do flot presume to guesa by what considerations the
niinisters were swayed, wlien they appointed two Professors
in the place of Dr. Young. Certainiy the provision can-
not be regarded as over-libaral. Queen's University is s
snialler institution than the University of Toronto, and it
lias now two Professors of Philosophy. The v(âry curions
objection lias been raised that they are of different sdhools
of thouglit. Sncb a parodhiai styleof argument lias a curions
sound in connection with the teadhing of Phlosophy. If
mnen are to ha tauglit to think witli scientific accnracy, it
is a distinct advantage to be tauglit by men having different
points of view. So far frai the authorities being wortliy
of censure for acting upon this principle, in the opinion of
impartial,. and dispassionate judges, tliey wifl deserve
conimendation.

NO VEMBER.

ThlEsp, are the days that try us ; these the hours
That find or leave us cowards-donbters of Heavan,
Scepties of self, and riddled througli with vain
Blind questionings as to Fortune. Mute, we scan
The sky, the barren, wan, the drali duli, sky,
And mark it utterly biank. Wliareas, a fool,
The flippant fungoid growth of modern mode,
Uncapped, unbelied, unshomn, but stili a fool,
Fate at bis fingers' end and Cause in tow,
Or, wiser, say, the Yorick of lis age,
The Toudlistone of bis period, would forrcast
Botter than us, the film and foam of rose
That yet may float upon the eastern grays
At dawn to-morrow.

Stili, and if wa could,
We wouid not change our giooî for giibness, lose
Our wonder in our faitb. We are not worse
Than those in whom the myth was strongast, those
[n whom first awe iived longest, those who found
-Dear Pagans-gods in fountain, flood and fiower.
Sometimes the old Jlienic base stirs, live,
Witliin us, and we thrill to brandi and beam
When walking whera the aureoled autumn sun
Loomi golden througli the cbestnuts. But to-day-
When sodden leaves are merged in meiting mire,
And saliow fungi stud the dripping trees,
And garden.plots lie pilfered, and the vines
Are strings of tangled rigging reft of green,
Crude liarps wliereon the winter wind shall play
His bitter music-on a day like this,
We, liarbouring no Hellenic images, stand
In apatby mute before our window pane,
And muse upon the blankness.. Tien, 0, then,
If ever, sliould we tliank our God for those
Rare spirits who have testified in faith
0f such a world as this, and straight we pray
For sucli an eye as Wordsworths, le who eaw
System in anarcliy, progress in ruin, peace
In devastation. Duty was lis Star-
May it lie ours-this Star the Preaclier iniesed.

SEIUus.

8SUI CIDE.

DR. WM. OGLE is reported ta have read an interesting
paper before tlie Statisticai Society in London (Eng-

land), on a recent occasion, dealing witli the statistics of
suicide. Dr. Ogie's enquirias embracad only the limited
area of England and Wales, compreliending a population
not speciaiiy eubject to suicidai tendencies; but bis figures
are striking, and suggestive of speculation as to the resuit
wliic i miglit be reaclied by an extension of tlie anumera-
tion ta the rest ai tlie civilized world. The resource of
suicide marks a stage of human progress to wiicliIl"the
heathen in lis blindness" lias not yet attained,-a point
af social elevation to wiich the noble savage lias nat liad
sufficient oppartunity of being educated by the superior
wliite mnan. The compiler of the paper referred to fur-

e nishes several curious facts in regard to suicides, from
[f which it appears that the rate of self-destruction increased

ýe (in the cases recorded) rapidly witi age until after middle
L life and then declined, and tliat at ail ages-except the

romantic period froni 15 to 20 years-tlie number of maie
suicides was mcli in excess of that of the femaies.

EFurtliermnore, it is stated that of the varions methods in
e vogue women favoured the least shocking, sncb as drown-
8 ing and poisoning; and with regard to the poisons thai-

b salves, whIlst the men chose those that were painless and
sure, the women took the first that came to their band-

y an evidence suggestive of a less degree of deliberation
ýthan in the case of the stronger sex. This was to be
1 expected, considering the liablity of weakness to falter if
9 no' precipitate, and perliapa to the saine characteristic is
t to ha ascribed the marked disproportion between the num-

ber of deatlis aîong the two sexes, whidb is stated to liave
*been 267 maies to 100 femaies. But the capital fact of
*ail is that of the total number of deaths registered in

ffteen years as due to suicide, tbis number being 42,630,
or at the rate of 72 in the million of population annually.

Mortuary statistics in generai wear a gloomy and for-
bidding aspect to the ardinary reader, but they possess a

*Jeep and valuable interest to those for whose study and
*instruction they are designed. This can hardly be said,
* however, of that part of the statistics of death whicli

relates te suicide. Lt is not easy to discern wliere the
value of the melandholy enumeration comes in, save as
baing a distinct and necessary part of a general retumn.
One fails to see the profit of subjecting the miserabia

*figuras to analysis, since no attempt is made, or perhaps
can be made, to diminish the annual total through the
application of preventive measures suggested by a study
of the statistics. Hygienie and sanitamy science lias yet
to be discovered adequate to the growing need of "lminis-
tering to a mind diseased," in the liglit of the Registrar-

3Generai's returns of tha extent of the evil. That a
given number of persons died of typlioid fever last year,
and a given numbar of smilpox, and of diplitheria, and
so an, are facts of immense value to the Heaith Officer b y
making manifest the quarters in which emediai measures
need to be applied; but that sa many people hung, and
eliot, and drowned, and poisoned theiselves last year is a
species of information whidh fails to suggest any Obvions
means of lessening the number of similar deaths during
thie coming year. Tlie disease is not one whidli science
can seize, or drive into a corner, or in any way exterminate.
In fact for the purposa of public bealth the enumeration
of suicidas, generally, as weli as that of accidentai deaths,
or deaths from "'unknown causes," possesses meraiy a
subtractive and negative valua.

Outside the special departments, iowever, to whidh
the Registrar-General's returns are of most practical im-
portance, these figuras are not witliaut an interest of their
own to the nnscientific world. That iso large a proportion
of the population as the return indicates maka away with
their own lives evary year is a matter of considarable
concern. The act of the felo-dese strikes the imagina-
tion far more awiully than that of the homicide. In the
lattqr case the interast is divided batween two persans; in
thea former thie self-destroyer concentrates it entirely upan
himseii. Thea mmd rareiy attempts tto realize thea met
moments of a persan wio lias been siain by another-it is
taa rancI distracted by circuinstances ; but it is faarfu]ly
drawn into thie darkness enveioping the death of the
suicide. If Simon Peter, after cutting off thie ear of
Maidhus, lad dloyen in twa the liead of the traitor Judas,
the hetrayer's deatli would not speciaily impress us ; but1
Iscariot was spared until seized by remorse and liorror,
and then IIwent ont and lianged biîseli," making a wide
difference in the effect upon our imagination of tliati
giaamy avent.1

It muet be adîitted that thie îajority of the suicides 1
of whidli we raad every day are flot specially interesting,i
lacking, as tbey do, the accassories whicli strike the
imagination;ý but, stili, the most commonplace suicide is
an act in hotli dramatic and moral interest above the levai
of any homicide of whatever degree. The iost striking
murder is not free from the vuigar taint of brutality.
Even the Ildeep damnation"1 of Duncan'e Iltaking off "-
a dead whidli, from an amtistic point of view, constitutes t
the finest murder on record-is qualified in its affect upon i
the imagination by the presence in the motive of very r
contamptible and base ingredients-impatiant ambition f
and foui ingratitude. In aIl cases the taking of anotbar's 1
life is so mumd more in accordance witli animal impulses
than the taking of aur ownt, that the two acts in their1
nature muet ever occupy distinct planes of moral elevation.c
But concerning suicides in general it is to be appraliended p
tiat our definitions are as inexact as aur judgments are l
coniueed. Tiare is littie complexity about the act ofa
homicide to affect thie completeness of aur conception of it; t
witli self-destruction tlie case is diffament. Thare is serions s
need to ha accurate liera. If thie command, "Thon slialtd
not kili," forbide suicide as well as homicide, it is necessary n
to le careful in defining what "suicide" raally is. The e
tri itseli is ai modemn creation, and, luke mont modern t
terme, is deficient in the simple and forcible significanca ofa:
the words whidli aur ancestors amployed ta express tlieirp
ideas of things. The act was called " self-homicide " up ta ir
thie middle of thie seventeenti century by al aur hast ti
writers, as Arclibisiop Trench statas, and a writer in n
1671 rasants the introduction of the new word "lsuicida." m
Lt is hasse, lowevar, witli the word than witi the thing e
whidli it mprsents tliat we ara concemned. The law a
defines it ta be Ilthe delibarata and ilitantianal destruction ti
ai one's seli, by a persan of yeare and discretion, and in o

his sanses ;" yat aven the law admits the nncertainty ai
1its judgment and witihold its sentence on the /elo de 8e by

resarting ta thea merciful fiction ai temporary insanity. Lt
tbehoovas the moral law wliicli we set np for the direction

ai aur judgîente ta be as cautions as the criminai law in
fixing upan the îeîory ai a dead ian the braud ai ielony.

In estimating, responsibility we need taelie careful in
marking the distinction hetween the scope ai the taris
ifvolnntary," and "ldeliberata " or Ilintentional." In the
case of suicidas the distinction is an important ana, with a
view ta excluding acts not properly classifiable under that
ieading. Take the case of deathe whici are avoidable;
and lare again the need af exactuesa is obvions in classify.
ing voluntary, but avoidabla, deathe according ta the force
af circumetances. Lt wouid ha monstrous ta contand that
the incurring an avoidabie death hy a free moral agent
must per se bring the act nnder the head af suicide. Tlie
admission of this principle îight jnstify its logical exten-
sion ta the cases af the Christian martyrs, and aven ta the
deati ai Christ itself. But we are very lax in aur rules
ai everyday judgment in snch matters, tlirougi want of
adequate regard for the essential elements afI" dauibera-
tion. " Laaving out ai consideration ail sudb cases as those
of soldiers, sailors, etc., whara deatî is a question, not af
cartainty but of chance, and the degraeeaifdliaice is liîitad
by necassity or duty, theme remain a large number ai
instances, undar the eyes af ail ai us, in wiich certain
death is daiiy courted by thousands witlout a thonglit
either af masietance or deliberation. To constitute suicide
the will muet ha activa and intelligent. We spaak af
certain people as Ilkilling themselves by inches "-by
intemperance, or vice, or neglect af the mules ai healti-
and thougli tlese persans ara not blind ta the end ta whidli
tliey are liastening, their moral rasponsibility fails short ai
that whidli attends deliberate self-destruction. Cases ai
fatalisi may ha put ont af court as distinct in their nature
aud entitled ta judgment undar diffament mules. Millions
ai persans have read Plato's narrative ai thie death af
Socratas, and fia doulit the diversity of opinions upon thie
matter las bean great. We may bc sure, however, that
"lsuicide," as we undemstand it, was quite impassible ta
such a man, thougli no doulit the great philosophers coin-
posure in swallowiug the hemlock is far aboya the general
coîprehiension ai a race of men liardly fitted by their
tempemament ta perform upan thaîselvas the work ai the
exacntiouer. The responsibility ai an act is rigîtly
measurable hy, flrst, thie degrea in whici the will assents
ta it, and second, the extent ta whici the wiil is free and
intelligent. The measure af our frea-wili intelligence in
any given circuistances muet lie taken in caunectian witli
the forcè exercised by conceptions ai duty, necessity, etc.,
and by cagnate emations.

The causas wbici lead ta suicide, or rather whidh l)redi-
pitate an act raraly delibarative in the strict sense af
the word, are as varions as thosa pmoducing natumal or
accidentai deatli. A consideration ai tîose causes wouid
ha neceseary ta a proper classificatian, but the resuits înay
lia canveniently generalized under tîese heade: (1) Deatîs
caused by Mental Disease; (2) hy Moral Disease; and (3) liy
a seuse of Moral Responsibility. Regarding the nature of
the cases comning under the first Iead, no remark needs ta
lie made; as ta the second, a wide field for investigation
is apenad, witliout, liowever, thie prospect af useful rauit.
Viewad in its coneequance, disease is diseasa, and if is
bootiese ta explore its dharacter if we have no means ai
providing a reîedy. The evil is oaa ai the incidents
af a civilization which liegets conditions it lias not
power ta satiefy. Propositions, or j udgments baeed upan a
ganaral classification are neyer entimely juet, and it le more
charitable ta incline-as the law doas-to the sida ai lenii-
ancy than ta pronouisce a verdict upon imperiect and per-
laps speculative evidance. Wiile, iowever, in regard ta
the cases ai suicide epringing irai what is terîed moral
in contradiction ta mental disease, it le urged that
we lava ne dlear riglit te sit in jndgment upon acte inta
tIe sources of which we cannot sce, no pretance le made
ta judge upan tliat aspect ai the niatter whici las rafer-
ence ta a future etate. This le for tIe Leadhers ai the
gospel ta undertake, if they bahieve that tîey are campe-
tant ta pronoufide sentence. Lt le the social import ai
thie question ai suicide which le lare exclueively dwelt
upan. That the growlng prevalenca ai the " evil " is a
natural affect ai growing causes, and at the saine tume fui-
fils a usaful office in the aconomy ai human sodiety, may
ha discussad without tauching iorbidden ground.

The limite of a paper will permit littie mare than a
bara indication of the pointe whidli are suggeeted in Lîls
cannection. Mm. Darwin draws attention ta the artificial
processes liy whidh civilization checks the action ai LIe
law ai natural selection. These processes, by pmeeerving
and propagating the weak and dieeaeed, contribute diractly
ta the dageneratian ai the race, and are themefore, irai a
social and ecientific point ai view, a positive evil. To this
clegeneration may ha wIoily ascrilied the existence ai the
mental and moral diseasa under whici ninaty-nine ont ai
every liundred suicides may probably be classifiad. Now
the transmissibiity ai disease le a iact well eetablished,
and it would iollow that if fia check was appliad ta tIe
propagation the dimensions ai the crime would bacame
insupportable. Society and medical science apply fia check;
theair actian lias a cantrary tendency; and liera it le that
nature appears tae tep lu witi lier own remgady, caueing tlia
iiisarahles, as Carlyle descrihes ut, ta Ilpuka up their sick
existence hy suicide." Every spontaneone act lias a design
and use, if we could see its liidden office. In the primi-
tive stata Ltee trong prey upan the weak; in the artificial
or civiiized state sociaty protacts iteli frai ite criminale
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