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who had entered the bank's ernploy in the samne year as bimlself. One year OUR NORTH-WEST.
later hie became Local 'Manager. and ivas elevated in iS69 to the position

of General Mýaniaer.-a post wvhich lie has ably filled cluring the slUccee(lin, o 1

period of ten ycars to the present date. -Andl now we proceed to consider a few more of ,A British limigrant's

Ini conversation the other day with a proiielit banker of thtis city, the fui ious onslauglits on the Prairie Province. W e are told that it is " a region

latter assured us that lie himiself would not accelit the position of (Jeneral jbleak and treeless, %vliere the settier isfre'omk ulo u onrie Ii

Manager of the Bank of M-\ontreaLl, even shoi-ld lie bc offered $_ýc,ooc a vear Isiiiimier to keel) lus faniily front freezing iii w inter." Now, 1 find tliat many

for so doing. lle continuaI care attendant on suc h a respoiisilile position otliers besicles "A Briîtishî Inmmigranît" labour- under a false impression i regard

îvould, hie did not doubt, carry Iiimi, i e attempted to bear it, to an tint nmely otleparsofte andnNoh-et. Ihy aeraoftravcllers

grave. ljotlrneying for weeks ox er the retplains of the Westernl Territories of tlîe

We do<- nrit hesitate Ici ascrilie the greatest praise to one xxho lias donc s0 1 nlitied States witliout meeting xvith xvood, of thueir beiîîg obliged to kindle fires

nuch to sustain the character of tlîe Dominion iii the eyes of tlîe m-orld for so

long a period as twenty-two years of ardutous service. Ili dealing îvith ilen's

credits, as a batik manager does, tlîe most scrupulous integrity and impartial

fairness alone cani stand the daily fiery trial to which his duties subject bim.

The laxv of banking and the law of the land hiedge lîini round w'ith stereotyped

rules and regtilations handed down from time immemiorial, wvhile tlîe apparent

exigencies of tlîe hour appeal with harassing persistence ai-d force for the

benefit of his decisions. A refusal of discount may make a life enemy ; a

sbort-sighted and injudicious granting of it tends to entail disaster and loss

of personal reputation. It is a good principle that, whlich declares that the

failure of a banker is, of itself, sufficient evidence tlîat lie has acted dis-

honestly ; and, sîmilarly, that blis success bears witness to bis moral wvorth.

0f course the ctîstomers of a ban], have a righit to expect and dlaim snch

services as those uve have been speaking of, but do tbey always get tbemn?

They have the indisptîtable right to demand the constant exercise of cautions-

ness and circumispection, wvith an undeviating adberence to the îîurest good

faith and strict regard to truth in setting before the public periodical statements.

But stockbolders and depositors are flot always treated so frankly and fairly by

those to whom they have entrusted tlîeir funds as has been the case luere. Tt

is pleasant to be able to award praise wbere lîraise is due, more esî)ecially

wben such a striking contrast is broughit into view by tbe disgraceful exhibitions

afforded by the Consolidated, Ville Marie, and kindred institutions, that

previous to their downfall biad been long prflpled up by a system of misrepre-

sentation and concocted statements.
That Mr. Angus longs for comparative relief from heavy brain-work is not

at aIl surprising. His intention to resign bas for soente time been knowvn to a

few xvbo were in a position to receive sucb a confidence; consequently, the

charge of abruptly deserting the banik in troubled times must faîl to the grounid.

WXe repeat our assurance tbat Mr. Angus will flot actually take bis departure

from Montreal until hie lias tborougbly cleared the xvay for lus successor. We

xvould indeed be willing to hope for a reconsideration of the question of resig-

nation, and tlîe commencement of a further period of usefulness and stîccess;

but, tbough the requisition signed by bankers and mercliants with tlîat end in

view must bave been gratifying in the extreme to Mr. Angus, no less than to

the Directors, we see very little prospect of such a desirable conclusion being

reached.
The matter of a successor to the General M,ýanager is at present involved

in sorte trncertainty. We understand, bowever, that a probable choice will be
that of Mr. C. F. Smnithers, tlîe agent of the Banik of Montreal in New York,

This gentleman entered tlîe service of the Bank of Montreal in 1858, being

attached to the head office. He resigned bis position in 1863, btut subsequently,
in 1869, accepted the New Y'ork agency. Mr. Smithers is universally regarded

as a banker of sound practical experience, somew-bat too conservative, lierhaps,
in bis business habits and opinions. His long connection xvith tlîe institution lie
mnay now be called tipon to conduct, together with the qtîalities "'e hlave men-
tioned, seem to invest biml xvithi requisite qualifications for filling successfully

sncb an important office.
It cannot be denied tlîat thue material prosperity of the Bank of Montreal

bas been temporarily retarded by the long continuance of a commercial depres-
sion wbich bas shaken the foundcation of business throughouit the civilized
wvorld; but it is eqnally certain that the slight .access of ill-fortttne which may

have latterly attended its enterprises will be rapidly counterbalanced by
renewed life and vigour coming with the retnrn of a getieral prosperity, the

dawn of whicb we already perceive on the other side of thîe border, and whicb
ere long miist mnake itself perceptibly feit iii the Dominion.

The public need be tinder no apprehlension as to the future running ofithe
entire complex macbinery of the Bank of Montreal and its numerons branches.

Mr. Buchanan, the Manager, wilh doubtless be as ably assisted as, in the hast
by Messrs. Clouston and Macnider, gentlemen wbo are already uvell and
favourably known in Montreal financial circles.

In conclusion, we would express an opinion that few, if any, mnen, eitber
here or abroad, occupy so higb a position as to afford te, despise the lesson
taught by the gentleman whom we are principally writing about to-day. The

state in which the retiring manager relinquishes the bank's affairs heaves no
rot for doubt that during bis long career, the princîphe which bas gtîided bis
decisions bas been, not wbat wotdd render bim poptîlar, or tend to achieve a

passing famte, but wbat xvas right, what ivas wisest and what wvas best.

of buffalo chips, and possibiy instances have been brouglît to thîeir notice
of settlers being obliged to blun corn for fuel dttritîg tlîe ivinter montîs; and
because dtlîs is tlîe case iii the vast ocean-like prairies of Kansas, Nebraska, and
Western Dacotau, tlîey at onîce itînîl to the conclusion tlîat it must be so
in ottr owvn North-Western possessions. Nom-, any one who will take the
trouble carefuilly to study the map of Manitoba and tlîe Surveyor's report may
find out for tlîemselves that this is not tlîe case. In the matter of tinîber, the
P>rovince of Manitoba and the Canadian Nortlî-West bear about the saine
relation to tlîe United States territory as does some inland lake, dotted thickly
over aIl its surface with wooded islands, to the infinite expanse of the open sea.
In further confirmation of thîis statement, 1 would point thue readers of the
SPECTATOR to a certain Governmnent regulation which provides that every
settler holding 16o acres of land shialI be entitled to at least 2o acres of wood-
land. Again, 1 would caîl their attention to tue fact thiat the regular price
of good dry wood in the Winnipeg market i5 $4 a cord, and tlîat dttring the
stimmer months the best oak cani be boughit at $5 a cord, as betokening any-
thîing but a dearth of fuel tbroughotît M.,anitoba.

As a matter of fact thiere is not a single one of the principal settiements in
the Province of Manitoba wbicb is not ivell stîpplied with xvood. There is a
range of townships commencing at the Township of Dundas and running for a
distance of over fifty miles to the Townshuip, of Osso'va, iii rear of thue Portage
ha Prairie, and every one of -the settlements in this range lias an abundant
snpply of timber in its rear. The Pembina 'Motintain district, extending from,
east to wvest nearly a bundred miles, bas oak enough growing along the slopes
of thue buills to supphy thuat xvhohe section of country ivith fuel for a bundred
years to come. 'l'le Little Saskatchuewan district lias access by the waters of
thue rivers to immense tîmber .forests on the slopes of the Riding Mountains.
The settlemnents lying east of the Red River are tbickhy interspersed witb belts
of timber. Altogether I cani assert from a personal observation extending over
the iviole Province that this ground of complaint against Manitoba is utterly
without founidation. As to the settlers being obliged to bnrn corn for fulel, this
is sheer nonsense. Such a thing ivas neyer seen or heard of in the xvbole
history of the Canadian) North-West. It is true thie Mennonites use straw
instead of wood, but that is because, from the peculiar construction of the
Russian stove, tbey cani thîns make productive use of what would otberwise be
wasted.

Again, wve are told that the Canadian North-West is Ilbleak." Certainly

no one wvbo had ever travelled over the pirairies in winter time would be
tnclined to deny tlîis, espueciahly if lie bad been o bliged to face a Manitoba

" blizzard "; but îuerhaps your readers will allowv me to suggest an advantage
wbicb may fairly be taken as a set-off against this count in tbe indictment.

Tbe pioneers of settlement in Ontario and Quebec had to carve out a home for

themselves in a very wilderness of forest ; thîey bad to spend long years of
wearing toil with axe and handspike ere their farms assttmed anlything like tbe

appearance of cultivation; they grew old before their time in their daihy
struggle to pusb back the ubiquitous bush and to get even a fair-sized Ilclearing,"

and it is only in the presenit generation thiat any considerable proportionu of the

farms tbrougbout Ontario and Quebec are becoming entirely chear of stumps

and stones. Now in the North-West this is ahi different. In tw'o years from thie

date of settlement a farmier wbo lbas commenced with sufficient capital to give

him anythîng hike a fair start cani have a fari as attractive in appearance, as

fertile in productive pow'er, and as easy to till as the oldest settled homestead in

the Niagara or Newcastle districts. He lias no trees to felI, no stumps to pull

otît, no stones to flatten ; so that it is no ivonder that lie cati nuore easihy bring

a hîundred acres iînder crop in twvo years thian an Ontario pioneer couhd ini

twoeuty. Surely this cotîsideration may in sorte respect be allowed to atone for

the necessary bheakness of the Canadian prairies.

And again, we are told that the North-West is a Ilbyperborean " region.

Now there cani be no doubt that in that part of onr country the thermometer

lias got a trick of getting away down into the forties, and even of sometimes
getting itncomfortably îuear the fifties ; btut 1 think nearhy every one wbo bas

ever spent any number of winters in Manitoba will assure ns that in that

intensely dry climate forty beloîv zero is not felt as severely as twenty behow

zero would be felt in Ontario and Qttebec. Nor does our winter hast for six

rnonths, as a "lA British Immigrant " wouhd seem to imphy. It rarehy com-

mences before the middle or end of November, and always breaks up about
the beginning of April, thus heavîng onhy about four months and a-hahf of winter,


