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The resuit showed equally that the presence cf
carboilie acid exerted ne retarding influence on
the oxydation.

5. Iron filings wcre shaken up witb the water
with the samne resuit.

6. A 11philesophicai iamp'" was mnade by ar-
ranging a platinum spiral over the wick cf a lamp
containing alcohot mixed witb a littie ether; on
lighting, and thea blowing it out, the platinum
con vinued to glow brightly. Pieces cf solid car-
bolio acid were then carefully placed in the cup
cf the brasa wick-holder, surrounding, but net in
contact with, the wick. The heat soon mctted the
acid and raissd its vn.por round the platinum spi-
ral, but without occasioning any alteration in the
brightness cf its gtow.

7. Lead pyropherua was poured into twc long
and narrow jars cf air, one cf wbich had its interior
moistened with Iiquid carbolie acid. Net the
slightest appreciable difference could be detected
between the rapidity of oxydation in the two jars.

8. Paper nicistoned with suiphate cf manganiese
solution, and dried, was dipped into caustie anmeo-
nia, both with and without carbotia acid. No dif-
ference whatever could be detected in the rate cf
its darkening.

These experiments prove conclusively that the
tar acide have ne special power cf retarding oxy-
dation.

Ottier experiments were then instituted in the
endeavor te understand mors clearly the mode of
action uof carbolie acid.

9. Some meat wits hung up in the air titi the
odor cf putrefaction was streng. It was then
dividod into twe pieces ; one waa soaked for balf
an hour iu chioride of lime solution, aud was then
waslied and hung up again; the offensive ameli
had entiret, goe. The other piece cf meat was
soaked in a solution cf carbolie acid containing 1
per cent, cf the acid ; it waa then dried and hung
up again. The surface cf the meat was whitened,
its offensive odor was flot remnoved, though it was
xnasked by the carbolie acid. In two days' time
the bad odor had quite gene, and was replaced by
a pure but faint amoîll cf carbolie acid. Iu a few
weeks' Mine the piecea cf nisat were examined
again. The oes which had been deodorized with
ebleride cf lime noiv Bmelt as offensively as it dia
at first, whilst the pice treated witb carbolic acid
had sixuply dried up, and haid ne offensive odor
whatever. Lt was then hung up for another
taenth and exaniined; ne change had taken place.

10. A piece of fresh meat waa soaked in a 1 per.
cent. aquecus solution cf carbolie acid for oe
hour; it waa then wrapped in paper and lhung up
in a sitting rooni in whichi thers was a fire almost
daily; at the sud cf ten wseks it wais sxnmined.
Lt bad dried up te about one-fourth its original
Bize, but looked and smeit perfectly good and
freeh, a very faint odor of carbolic acid being ail
that was perceptible. It was soaked for twenty-
four heurs in water, and thea stewed with appro-
priate condiments and eaten. It was perfectly
sweet, and scarcely distinguishable froni frèsh
Meat, except hy possessing a very faint flavor cf
carbotîn .acid, not etrong enough te be unpleasant.

11. Animal membranes in the ferras cf gut,
Etkin and bladder, were perfectly preserved if ima-
Inereed direct in aqueous solution containing 1

per cent. of carbolic acid ; but if previously mois-
tened with water, and then immer8ed in dilute car-
bolic acid, the preservation of the skins 'was net
8e complets.

12. Animal size and glue mixed in the florin of
solution, with emati quantitiee of carbolic acid,
were perfectly preserved from change even in hot
weather.

isese are.important experimerits. They point
out in a striking manner the difference between
mere deodorizers and antiseptics. Hitherto atten-
tion bas beený almo8t entirely confined te the de-
odorization of gasea arising froin putrescence. Tlhe
effect has been combated, whiist the removal of
the cause bas received scarcely -any attention.
Ohioride of lime, one of the strongest of th-e *ciass
of deodorizers, acte, as bas been shown, only on
the gases of existin putrefaction, but it bas no in-
fluence over ti:e future. Carbolic acid, on the
other hand, bas scarcely any action on fetid gases.
but it attacks the cause whicb produces thens, and
at the saine time puts the organic matter in- sueh
a stats that it neyer re-acquires its tendency te
putrafy.

OTiOLERA A POISON.

Two menths have elapsed aince choiera fir8t ruade
its appearance in New York, and yet up te Satur-
day last enly 34 deaths bad occurred in that city.
[t is now believed to be a poison, and ie treated as
such, Dr. Harris in bis report to the Sanitary
Committee of the Board of Ilealth, New York,
says t

We must speak cf and treat choiera as a poison.
It attacks the vital functions as a poison. It ar-
reste the circulation, interrupts the respiratory
processes: dams up ail exeretions by the great
emunctories of the liver and kiducys, decomposes
tbe btood, and kilts as virulent poison kilts.

That *choiera is an infectiou3 poison every oe
of your medical officers ought to betieve. That
this infection may be controlled and destroyed by
our agency, if ineans are well chosen and promptly
applied, 1 believe se futty that I would as soon sce
the torch applied te a thou8and mansions in our
city ns te hesitate te assume what we know. The
rie water of aibuminous fluida of choiera pa-
tients have the propsrty cf creating vsry soon afteir
being voided and exposed te the atmosphere. In
every instance, 1 rejoice to say, ycu, the Superin-
tendent and the President of the Board have
promptly indoreed this view cf the danger and the
duty, and in every instance 1 believe. every pre-
caution has been used that science, experience, and
exact knowledge could suggest. That thiere are
other and widely different diffused factors of an
epidemie of choiera te be féared, we very 'well know,
but with profound reverence w e eau fearlessly as-
sert that all sucb factors witt be harmlesa if the
few factors cf choiera which buman agency can
control are actualiy controlled by the Board cf
Ilealtb and the inhabitants cf tbe city. In deating
witb these uncontroliabls poisons that make up
tbe epidemie causes cf choiera there is greater
demand for vigilance than in the management and
control cf nytro-glycerine or the mont subtile cherni-
cals. Instant cleansing and absolute disinfection
miust be conferred wherever the garnis cf choiera


