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ELECTRIC LIGHT AND TELEPHONE.

Surprise has often been expressed that the
Edison Electrie Light people have not pushed
their business more in Canada, seeing that the
Ball and the Van de Poele systema are making
vigorous efforts in Toronto and elsewhere in
street as well as private illummation. The only
reason we have heard given is that the company
first named has its hands full in the States.

No such charge of lethargy will lie against the
telephone people, however. The Bell Telephone
Company has 900 subscribers to its exchange in
Toronto, 1,200 in Montreal, 500 in Hamilton,
besides its system of lines to various cities and
towns in Ontario, boasting of nearly 1,000 miles
of wire on 500 miles of poles.

But competitors in the manufacture and use
of the Telephone appear upon the scene. The
Telephone Company of Canada, chartered to
make, sell, lease or operate telephones, capital
0200,000, provisional directors, C.C.Colby, M.P.
and E. R. Johnson, of Stanstead; J. J. Webster
of Magog; John MoDougali and B. A. Dickson,
of Montreal, bas a f actory in Montreal, superin.
tended by James A. Wright, proposes to sell its
machines ai 30 each, and is ereoting poles
between Stanatead and St. John's in the Eastern
Townships of Quebec.

Furthermore, we learn that a oompany is
making preparations for a new Telephone Ex-
change in Toronto, the principal pro.
moer being Mr. Pattison, formerly in the
Daminion Telegraph Co.'s employ. Both these
concerne, are, 15 is claimed, infringers on the
Bell patent, and we very much mistake the
temper of the Bell Telephone managers if they
are not proceeded against promptly.

ANOTHER LEssoN.-The village of Alliston has
suffered from a serious fire. Had it not been
that the wind took a fortunate turn, th.re would
have been a repetition of the Port Perry disaster.
When will places like Alliston, withont fire pro-
tection of any kind, take warning, and provide
against the possible destruction of the whole
place by ire. Alliston is now proposingto grant
a bonus of.810,000 towards rebuilding the iron
foundry in which the ire originated, and which
was totally dessroyed. It would be as weil while
the liberality of the citizens is aroused, to grant
at the same time 810,000 more to protect the
place from a disaster kimilar to that which has
j uast happened. The action of the underwriters
in putting such places in the lowest classification
and thereby- subjcting them to pay the highest
rates of insurance, is a policy the best calculated
t, induce sncb places to provide fire protection.
This being done, the insurance companies will
at once recognize it by lowering the rates.
Before the Underwriters' Association was organ-
ized, risks were written in villages at nearly the
came. rates as places having fire protection.
Common sense in now applied, and each place is
rated on its merits-the better the means for
extinguishing fires, the lower are the rates of in-
Ourance.

-Some reflection has been oast upon the peo-
ple of the fire-swept village of Port Perry for not
having provided proper fire applianoes. So far
as the business portion of the community ia con-
oerned, it would be unjuat to blame them for the
lack of these essentials. Only one merchant, we
understand, voted against a bye-law recently sub-
mitted, authorizing the purchase of a ateaml ire
engine for the village, and several of them mot
only voted yea, but offered a special aubscription
in aid of that purpose. But all this did not
sMfice to induce the Council to move in the1
matter. Now, however, those persons who re-,
side away from th1e business centre cf th1e place,!

and who voted against the bye-law, wili, if their
property is saved, have te shoulder the burden of
extra taxes in consequence of their folly and
niggardliness in rejecting proposais of so noces-
sary a character.

-We understand that the Toronto Board of
Fire Underwriters has instructed the Seoretary,
Mr. McLean, to inspect the frame structure
recently ereeted, immediately south of the
Crompton Corset Factory, with the view of
ascertaining whether the erection of such a
building is, or is not, a violation of the fire
limit by-law, prohibiting the erection of wooden
buildings within certain prescribed limits. In Mr.
McLean's opinion the erection of the building,
which is used as a kind of a variety theatre, is a
violation of the said by-law, and be bas written to
Commiaioner Coatsworth to that effect. If the

l erection of a small summer kitchen in rear of s
brick dwelling is forbidden, we do not sec how a
large ooden building, with a canvas roof, can
be allowed.

-In its usual half-yearly review of the Clyde
ahipbuilding trade, the Edinburgh Bcotsman
gives the following comparative statement of the
number and tonnage of the vessels turned out
by the shipbuilding yards en that river during
the irat half of this and the previous five
years:-

'-Month.-- --- Six Months.--,
Vesels. Tons. Vessels. Tons.

1884 .. 29 .... 33,221 143.... 149,923
1883 .. 26 .... 45,426 141 .... 195,986
1882 .. 27 .... 41,810 .. 119 .... 167,608
1881 .. 25 .... 30,386 .. 117 .... 156,670
1880 . 29 .... 22,500 .... 136 .... 112,100
1879 ••18 .... 12,410 .... 110 .... 94,800
The average size of the vessels launched this
year was thus 1,048 tons each, as compared with
an average of 1,390 tons in the first half of
1883 The number of vessels in construction in
the new shipbuilding yards at the close was 94,
that being 41 less than at the corresponding date
last year.

-The thirty-ninth Provincial Exposition is to
be held this year at Ottawa. It is aleo entitled
the Dominion Exhibition. The prize list which
has been issued is a liberal one, especially in the
agricultural exhibits. The interesting lisheries
exhibition, composed of a large part of the
exhibit which the Canadian Government collec-
ted to represent Canada at the rEcent Fisheries
Exhibition in England, will also, we understand,
be on view.

-The Nova Scotia loan of 8400,000, bearing
five per cent. interest, according to a press tele-
gram of yesterday, has been taken up by
Mr. Charles Armand (? Annand,) of Halifax, as
representative of an English house, at 8 per
cent. preminm. There were no less than fifty-
ive tenders, and the whole amount offered was
over five times the sum asked.

-The Bank of Montreal has been unsuccessful
in the suits, by which it tried to recover
$83,000 of taxes paid on its capital, at Chicago.
Judge Blodgett decided that as the Bank is
incorporated under a State law, it must be
treateI as an individual institution. Were it
otherwise, it is not probable that a foreign bank
would long be allowed to escape taxes, which
domestio banks have to besr. The case will be
appealed to the Supreme Court.

-The traffie receipis on the seventeen prin-
cipal railways of the United Kingtom, amounted
for the week ending July 5th to £1,218,718, being
a doorease of £10,266, on the oerremondinu
week of last yonsuo g

THE BOUNDARY QUESTION.

To the Editor of the Monetary Times:
Sma.-In your remarku this week on this ques-tion you do not do full justice to the Ontario

case when you predict that it will certainly belost if the Privy Council refuse to take into ae-
connt anything besides the mere text of the
Quebec Act. It may be lost, but an attentive
reading of the above statute does not warrant the
pretiction. I presume you inclnde the preamble
as part of the Act. That preamble gives as e
of the ressons for forming the statute the fact,.
that under the arrangements of the Royal Pro-
clamation.iEsued as the result of the treaty ofsurrender in 1763," a very largeextent of country,within which there were several colonies and
settlements of the subjects of France, whoclaimed to remain therein under the faith of the
said treaty, was left without any provision being

3 made for the administration of civil government
therein." I it conceivable that the Privy Coun-
cil could attempt to settle the locusof the bound-
ary defined vaguely in the body of the Act with-
out ascertaining where theFrench "colonies and
settlementsI "were for whose benefit the statute
vas lu part avovediy enactet by th1e BritishParliament? If the western boundary is deflnedin such a way as to leave out these very colonies
and settlements, aurely such an interpretation
cf the Quebec Act would be manifestly errone-
oua. The moment this question la raised thereoomes up the mevitable necessity of applying forinformation, not necessarily to the subsequent
" proclamations and commissionsI" which are
ex hypothesi to be ignored, but to well known
and easily asertained geographical facts. A
considerable number of the French settlements
intended to be included under the Quebec Act
were alonr the eaost bank of the Missisippi river
north of Ohio; and if the word "northwardI" i
interpreted by the Privv Council to mean "tdue
norh I as il vas interpretet by th1e late Chie!'Justice Sevellin the De Binhard case,a ud as
you seem disposed to interpret it, these settle-monts will be declared by the Privy Council in1884 to have been left more than a century ago" without any provision being made for the ad-
ministration of! civil gzoverument therein,"thongi ht make sncb provigion wa he speciflcaly
expressed purpose of Parliament in forming thelaw. In taking this position you are, it seems to
me, making unealled for imputations on the in-
telligence of the English Judges.

Toronto, July 19. WX. HOUsToN.

OVERPRODUCTION IN WOOLLENS.

To the Editor of the Monetary Times:
Sra.-In October last, an experienced manu-

facturer, Mr. Cîsyton Siater, nov cf Brantforti,mat 1he statement that "Canada cannot pess-
bly consume more than the production of 6,000looms in cotton goods of all descriptions. * *
It will only take 2,166 looms to produce aIl the
grey cottous required in Canada. * * Then
allow for bleached cottons, say 1,250 lnoms, thisleaves for other classes of goods such as are made
in the country 2,584 looms. Tnese 6,000 loms
can produce 67,500,000 yards of cloth per an-
uanm; sud taking t11e population aI 4.500,000tbis gives exactiy 15 yards per heat.50000
There being now over 9.000 looms in the country
(and spinning for them) the question arises:
What shall be done with the 3,000 looms which
are lu excess, sud vhat measures eau b. adopteti
te prevent absolute min te many o 1he misl,
very heavy loss to all, and unprofitable working
for years to come ? " The proposai made by
Mr Sater was to form the whole Cotton Indus-
try of the Dominion into one corporation, have
the mille valued by competent valuators, have a
Managing Committee elected by representativea
of all the mills, whieh committee should put
each mil on the. atyle cf gooda ticemeti best, antishut dovn mille or machiaery as va tesmed
best for the advantage of the whole.

This I look upon as a reasonable statement
of the position of our Cotton Industry, while mot
expresaiug a y opinion upon the feasibility Of
the plan cf relief proposet.

Now, Mr. Editor, I have a few words to say
about the Woollens Industry of thlscountry. The
cost cf voiben machinery lu Canada, vhenfreight, duty ant ciher charges are put upun it,
is fully one hundred per cent. greater than th.
coti of similar machinery in England. Interest
on apital requiredi te run oollen factories ia
tiouble that of the English manufacturer. Pur-
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