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tracted, thore arc wide variations in ditterent
States. In cloven States the marriage of first
cougins is unlawful; in all but nineteen a man
may marry his mother-in-law. In some States
marriages contracted within prohibited degrees
are absolutely void; in some they arc only
avoidable by judicial process during the lifetime
of the parties. '

In some States licenses arc necessary ; in
others they arc unnecesgary., Insomo a relig-
ious ceremony by an ordained priest or minister
of the Gospel is indispensable; in others almost
anybody may perform the cercmony; and in
others still, a common-law marringe, that ig, a
mere consent of the parties to live togother as
man and wife, is legally sufficient without any
ceremony. Insome States one, two, three, and
(in Peunsylvania) twelve witnesses ave neecess-
ary, in other States none,

In South Caroling alone divorce is not allow-
ed. The causes which are admitted as sufficient
to j ustify absolute divorce vary, from one in
New York, to fonrteen in New Hampshire. In
four States any cause whatever that seems suffi-
cient to tho court is legally sufficient. A resi-
dence of five years is required in Massachusetts
before a petitioner for divorce can file his peti-
tion; in the Dakotas ninety days’ residences
suflices, South Carolina refuses to recognize a
divorce, wherever obtained, if the marriage of
the parties was solemnized in South Carolina,
In New York, the Court of Appeals hus held
that if parties married in that State are divore-
ed in another State for causes which are not re-
cognized by the laws of New York, the divorce
is good in the State where it is obtained, but in-
valid in New York, Thus, if'a person married
in New York spends ninety days in the Dakotas,
obtaing a divorce there and marries aguin, his
second marringo i8 Jawful in Dakota; so that,
since his first marringe is still valid in New
York, he is actually the lawful kusband of two
wives at one and tho sametime !

The Bishop of South Dakotn has lately given
a revolting picture of the scandalous results pro-
duced by the “liberal divorce laws,” that pre-
vail in his diocese, and which have the popular
sympathy as they bring a great revenue to ho-
tel-keepers, attorneys and a host of State fune-
tionarics, He says, the special laxity of the
marriage laws in South Dakota has produced a
traffic in divorees fruly disgusting ; people from
other States flocking in to get release.  Ilaving
taken oath that they mean to make that State
their residence, they get divorce, and then re-
turn whenco they came, having added perjury
to their other offences, leaving behind them a
few dollars and a huge scandal, Those benefit-
ted are the tavern-keepers, florists, and legal
officials, and they encourage and assist the di-
voree industry.” ,

On a future oceasion I shall have a few words
to say on the powers given to the officials of the

Salvation Army in this Provinee, to perform .
?

marriuges, on one calling of banns hefore or
afler u service,
ALEx. Dixox,
D.CL.
Guelph, April, 1893,
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We often complain that African slavery was
imposed npon us against our will by our Mother
land, Be this as it may, the first voice to be
lifted up in Virginia, or in fact in ull the land,
in behalf of the enslaved, was that of a Virgin-

ian priest, and that, too, when the enslavement
of Africans was advocated as n monns of bring-
ing themwithin Christianizing influences, Later,
a Bishop of the Mothur Jund, a Bishop of the See
of London, in which the Ameorican colonies
wore comprised, compelled the Amevican mas-
ters of slaves o recognize the duty of instruct-
ing and of having them baplized. An Ameri-
can priest holding the cure of souls in Mary-
land, preparod and printed sermons for the use

of school-masters and teachers in acquainting
these Africins with religious truth. So admir-
able in their methods and so serviceable in their
matter were these discourses, that they have
beon reprinted in our own day, moro than u
century after their original appearance, Schools
for colored people were established in conneetion
with Trinity, New York, and Christ Church and
St, Peter’s, Philadelphin, and at other leading
centres of population, north and south, a cen-
tury und a half before other reliyions entered upon
this Christian work, The fivst African Church in
the land was built in Philadelphia nt the close
of the last centiry largely through tho exer-
tiong of & Churchman and » patriot, Dr. Benja-
min Bush, a signer of tho Declaration of Inde-
pendenice ; and Bishop White ordained an Afri-
can to the dineconate and priesthood nearly or
quite a century before the Church of Rome yuve
holy orders to one of the Afro-dmerican race. s
is nwonder that to-day the American branch
of the Catholic Church numbers its priests and
deacons of color by more than three score,
while but two priests of African lineage huve
yet said mass in the United Slates according Lo
the Roman rite?

1t was for the Church in Virginia, and under
the nuspices and by the mumificence of the
bishops, clergy, and peoplo of the Mother
Church that the fivst university on this contin-

ent of North America, that ot Henrico, Va,, was

established, years before Ilarvard was built at
Cambridge, Mass, Although this great eduea-

tional enterprise in which the zeal and piety of

England and America were united, came lo
naught through the great Indian massucre of
1619, William and Mary, its lineal successor,
ranks in yoars second only to Harvard, It must
not be forgotten that ITarvard’s fiest head, Na-
thaniel laton, and first graduate, Benjamin
Woodbridge, becnme Churchinen,  Yales owes
its founding and its name to Gov. Elihu Yale, of
the Bast India Company, n staunch und uncom-
promising Churchman; and Yale's first rector
or president, the celebrated Timothy Cutler, D.
D. (Oxon), conformed to the Church, and with
him the leading members of his ficulty,  The
first college, that of Charles City, Virginia, was
a part of the University of Ilenrico, and shared
its fate. The first free school on the continent,
also o part of this Virginin college and univer-
sity, was thus destroyed almost at its birth,
The first endowment for a free school in this
couniry was ihat left by a noble Churchman,
John Mason, who was among the flest proprie-
tors and settlers of New IInmpshire, The first
public school in Aipcrica was established at
Annapolis, Maryland, nearly two hundred yeurs
ago, and after a long and useful career as
“King William’s School,” still exists as St,
John's College.

(To be continued,)

A leading clergyman in the Diocese of To-
ronto writes : “ Ishould like to say how much
1 appreciate ToE CuvRen GUARDIAN, the selec-
tions seem to me so good and” well timed.  Just
the thing to educate our people in Church prin-
ciplos. I wish it could be circulated everywhere.”
Every reader can help towards the realization

of this wish by forwarding us the name of a
new subscriber, We need this help Now.

HYMNS AND OYMN WRITERS,
BY
Rev. Cavox Brrasrocke, Rector o TRINITY
Cnuren, St. Jony, N.B.

The subject of “ Uymng and Wymn Writers "
is one, wlieh us yot has not commanded the at-
teution which it desorves. This is not altoge-
ther a matter for surprise, as there aro not
many availablo books which give information
upon it, And yot, it must bo folt, that it is n
subject of most 1mportant and attractive inter-
ost, Tho position now occupied by hymns in
Christinn worship, and private devotion; the
assistance which they give to the Christian lify;
the sweol thoughts they inspire; tho fonrs they
dissipate; the anxiotios they losson; the com-
fort they impart; the instruction they convey;
the history that belongs to them, as they como
{o us from vhe distant pust, or from somo dweot
singers of our Isracl of modern date ; all awakon
a desire to know more about thoem,

Some time ago, the writer came across n ltttle
volume on the above subject, by Dr. Prescott,
Archdeacon of Carlislo, and now svailing him-
self of that, nid ether sources of informalion, he
hopes he may fuenish what will be thought val-
wible and interesting upon il.

In order to bring o very wide subjeel within
reasonable Jimits, we purpose treating of it, un-
der difterent periode,

Lfirst, Axcienr Hyuss, For tho origin of
Christian hymns, we must turn not to Gontile,
Lut to 1ebrow sources. The Christian Chur¢h
wis built upon the lines of the Tomple, and was
hieir to the rich inhoritnnes of the Jowish
Church, The first Christinn hymn of which wo
have any account, muy be said to he eonncetod
with the first act of Christian worship. It rose
upon the midnight air in the Upper Room in
Jerusalem, o full of sacred interest to cvery-
one. I was sung by our Tord, and his Apos-
tles, nt the eloso of the first celebration of “the
Lord’s Supper,  We know what the hymn was,
It consisted of the fonr Psalms, exv.-cxviii; nnd
thus we sce that the common distinetion be-
tween psalms and hymns, is arbitrary.,  The
psaling were conunaonly the hymns of the Jow-
ish Church,  The psalms are called “hymnu "
inthe Septungint, A psalm implied o musical
accompuniment, St Augustine  snys that,
“ Hymuns gre songs of praise unto God,” Vory
soon, however, they conttined prayer and me-
ditation, as weil as praise.  The first hymns of
the Christinn chureh were psatms, from which
all further hymnody has sprung, but very soon
did Christinns use hymns adapted to their fuith
in Christ.  Such, doubtless, were the “ Hynins
and Spiritual Songs"” spoken of by St. Puul, (Col.
i, 145), and of these the first useit wero no doubt
the ¢ Magnificat,” rightly called, “The Song of
the Incarnation,” * Nune Dimittis’ ; or the Song of
Simeon ; and the ‘Benedictus’ ; or the “ Song of
Redemption; for all of which we are indobted
to St. Luke, the hymn writer of the New Tostu-
ment,  Soon the * Gloria in cxeelsis” or Glory
to God in tho Highest, was sung ns 0 morning
hymn, and the Ler Sanctus, **lloly, Ioly,
Holy, Lord God of Hosts,” formed o vebicle of
praige.  But these could not suffics, The wants
of thesoul are varied ; and so from age to ago;
now at long intervals, now at shorter ; now sl
some crigis of the Church's life; or some period
of religious excitement, or revival, hymn-writ-
ers have Leen ruised up, inspired, we may say,
toindite spiritual songs, which are to-day amon
the richest {reasures of the Church's inbori-
tance,

Strange ns il may now scom, the earliest
Christian metricul hymn comes to us, from
Africa, known to us ns the Dark Continent, but
where the light of Christinnity once shone very
brightly in its northern parts. It is found in the
writings of Clement of Alexandria, and wag



