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BAPTISM.

—

If the Church taught one thing more clearly | g recenciiiation
cand goto my Iomu in heaven;

than anotler it was lh]:- that it was their duty 1o
admit to her fold by holy baptism children—the
children of the flock; and that those so admitied
should be regarded and dealt with as what they
were described 1o be in the hour of their bapiism.
and what they were taughtto call themselves in
the Catechism, and what I'u) were enlled nthe
Oftice of Cunfirmativn--children of Gow.  For
himself. he could not proceed to deal with baptised
childrcn as it they were unbapiized heathen,  He
could not tell a child whom he wught 1o gay, “My
baptism, wherein 1 meite a child of Gop”
that he was not a child of Gop unless upon some
given day and at sonie hour that he could remum-
ber and note, he felt a strung conviction that he
hiad becowe a child of Gop there and then, and
that until that time he had not a Father in heaven
and was nota chiid of Gop. e conld not con-
sent, aud he trusted thuse who heard him wout
never conseut, 20 to deal with the children whom
the Church had given them to bring up in *the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” To L2y
that a w:au only became a member of the Christian
Chuvch in the hour in which he [elt a strong con-
viction that he hnd becn forgiven his sins by Goo
—to make conversion, scnsible conversion, the
deor of admittance imo the Church of Chiist, ap
peared 10 him 1o be contradictny te the whole
teaching of Seripture, 0 the whole history of the
Church, and o the whole of that body of doetrine
which the Chureh gave them to teach aud carry
out, He believed that the ¢ffect of such teaching
upon children was sadly bhuwitful 1o spivitoal tfe
By it the child was taught to believe that av sumie
future day—which as it grew older 1t wes more
and more willing 1o make a distant day—it =hould
be converted to Gon, and there and tnen beconte
Gov' child, and for the first time incnr the
sponsibilities and inherit the duties of the child ot
“Gon. What was the result?  In mary cases the
dehiberate postponement of that time of conver-
sirn in order that the pleasures of sin might e
‘enjoyed for a season—all 10 be wipued out in the
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Tu-

‘Rour OILOH\CT:HOI], which was to come some day ‘

== just as'in the carlicr days of the Church converts
from heatheyistn pustpomd the hour of their bap
tism to the last moement, that they might then
obiu forgiveness, while escaping till Then the
duwrics and responsibility and scif-denials ol the
baptised.  Another danger was the generation of
spritual pride, of sadl} self-deceiving  hypocerisy,
and all that came from rash and presumptucus
assumption as to onc’s spiritual slate before Gon
which inight prove in the esd to be a sad and mis-
erable delusion, The Church made baptism a
cond:tivn of admission to her foll, and she bade
then freat al) baptised as members of the Church
of Chiist.  Let them, therefore, Dase tocie whole
mode of dealing witn the children of the Church
upon the lines she had laid down.  Let them care-
fullv  distinguish  between  the regeneration that
came in baptism and- the conversion tnat might
come again anl again in after Iife.  Let them teach
the children of the Cowich thai they were not to
be converted in order to become Gops chililren.
but that they were to seck conversion if it were
needed and as often us it was needed, because
thev. wer2 Gouns children; that they should say,

not I will arise and RO 10 some one in_ heaven,
-whu, when I bave sv arised: and gone - to him will

i become my TFather,”

but in every Iaour of re-
| pentance, and iu cvur'y hour of dawnins desiie for
1 Guirin the scul, *I will arise
"and it the
attractive power that should dmw thent  there
chou d be the knowledge that He was their Father
and the consciousness of their sin us being sin
against their Father, and that their return was o
return o their Tailer, aned not the belief that their
conversicn and retnrn weuld make Him for the
first ume then Fawwer—Lunop of Felesborough's
grarge.
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THE PUSEY MEMORIAL.

The following letter fiom Canon Lidden sets
furth the obivets which iU s propused to annm in
attaching two or wore ciergy to the propoted 'usey
Library « “dn the first place, the Committee duslres
o provide ae *endowment for rezesreh”an the
field of theology,  “Ihere is much original work o
be douc, not merely i thic wxt of e New Teste-
ment, or in woiks hke a ciiieal edition, fong de-
~ired, of the %m) L:mr«rlu.; but sul more in suel.
a resiatement of potticns of tee evidences of Chiris-
tianiiy us shall mcet the neds of the modern worlo
of theught Sceondly, he commitiee bBopus that it
will thus pern n"-x"mly secure W the Church of Eng-
tand vorme sceompishied teachers of theology i
Oxford—in.n who will teach all the b tter hu,nu:w
they are at the same e engaged 1n investigation
In maderm Osford diere s @ reat fice trade
knowledge, amd such men will have 5o difﬁcuil) it
getting @ hearing, if they have anvihing wortl: lis-
m.mg te at conpnand.  Whether by taking parc
asscetated lecwures, ov by giving cowsses < lecturer
ou subjects of the day in one of the partsh churches,
or 11 oiher ways, w De hereafior determined, they
will have ample opporianites uf making themselves
useful It is also.hioped thet Lesides bung stu-
derts and icachers of theciogy, the clergymen art
tachied to the fibrary will, as oprorsinity mav serve.
act as friendsand advisers of the Church of Eng-
land undergra (in-x'u. they will thus, in som
Slight degree, take the place of the ¢ld clrical -
turs—a class of mwn wirn, T regret to think. ar
rapidly disappearmy from Oxfos J, Such an insti-
niton as we propose, if it should prove to be u-e-
ful, 18 (lb\l.)db|} capable of great expansion.  Ih
Pusey’s lite was devoted to hard siudy, to the in-
r:u:cnliun and defence of reveunled religion, and o
wwearied practical kindresa, The wew founda

Puon will wonke good its claim to be a serviceable

clement in the complex life of the University, sni
i farthful handmald of the Church. if it can, in any
tolerable measure, putpettinte i Oxtord these strik
g characteristics of a :.vrcal carecr.”— Guardin.

CHURCH FINANCE.

An Ametican Church poper has (e foHowing:
—oIn regard to the modes by which the offuring
of the prople are to be vbrained wuch will depena
apon the action of “the Rector, who alone is the
peron to direct the system. It giving to Gob is
a religious duty, then, like other such duties, it ha-
1o bc inculcated by the spiritual head of the parish
I'he Off:rtury, a religious act, an act of worship, is
a visibie and most expresssive tacher of this duaty.
aud should be nade with proper dignity.  The
-devotions' of the people, as our Prayer Buok €abls
them, can be rendered more systemanc and rega
lar, at least at first, by the ase of cuvelopes at the

Church is concerned, we

disposal of the Rector.  Thesc possess the further
advantage of keeping the offertory secret.  When
this plan is adopted the Rector should number the
citvelopes and keep a record of those who receive
them, but will ot know the sums to be given.
Fhe treasurer of the parish will preserve a list of
amounts pleced in these envelopes, and their
ntmbers, hut will not know the names of the
givers,  Thus no one but the giver and his Gop
know the amount of the offering. It then becomes
entitely a matter of conscience with each for him-~
»olf and without compa-ison with others. . Many,
however, will decline o use envelopes, and irregu-
ar attenders cannot do so unless they are provided
atthe church doors.  Expuiience has shown that
he income in weit worked free churches s as
arge or Jarger owtside the envelopes, After all, if
cuvelopes are 1sed they must be rogarded as
awrely the seatfolding. Onee et a man become
ibacd with the feeling that he must give accord-
thg 1o his means, without regard o the gifts of
~thers, and the use ot this or tiat method bzcomes
nid ferent. One objection often mwde to the
voluntary plan should be noticed, that the support
w what arc called ‘outside objects’ is much less
than in pewed caurches.  Statistics show that the
ictual diminution s much less than s supposed;
abd when we consider that the free churches are,
43 o rule, localed in the poorest lucalities, and are
auended by fewer well to-du people, it is simply
whal may be expected.”
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EEMASONRY AND MORMONISM.

FR

A short time ago the Grand Lodge ot Masous of
Utah refused 1o admit Mormons into their frater-
aity, and the Masonic Grand Lodge of California,
10 seasion at San Francisco on the ra2th of October,
onn reeeiving a cemmnunication to this effeet, expres-
~cd their approval of the step aken by their Utah
brethren by passing the following preamble and
resolution @ “ \Whereas it is a fundamental principle
of Masons to believe in and fear God, and to keep
his commandments, and al-o to be true and loyal
iv the Government in which we live, and whereas
we bolieve that Mormonisim, as now existing in the
Fetritory oi Uuah, is wanting in both particulars, it
i therefore resolved that we sympathize with the
Grand Lodge and Masons of Utah in the stand they
nave taken aeainst the abominationh of Mormonism,
and approve of their action in refusing to receive
advacates and upholders of that system into the
Masonic fraternity

THE AMERICAN EPIsCOPAL CHURCH.

# Of all denominations in the United States the
- Episcops! Church " is growing the most rapidiy at
the present thne, It is forming new congregations
and organizing new dioceses, with extraordinary ra-
pitlity, On the vther hand, the Preshyterian Church
i5 almost stationary. It requires a close calcula-
ton to show that she is even holding her own.”
This is a statement made by Rev. Professor Hop-
kins, of the Theological Semnary ot Auburn, New
York; a Presbytenan divine, and as far as our
have very positive proof
fits truth  Qur Church i~ growing in the neigh-
bouring Republ-c in a way which leads us to hupe
that hefore many years it will in point of numbers,
a% it is now in wealth and culture, stand first ainong
all the religious bodies of that counury. . .



