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CANADIAN IMMIGRATION.

The question of immigration is every year
assuming additioual imvortance. The Federal
Government have done their whole duty in the
vremises, thanks to the energy of the Dapart-
ment ¢f Agriculture, and the practical efforts of
the Seeretary, Mr. Johu Lowe. The Provincial
Administration have also been efficient in the
The record of the past year is
specially encouraging. The round number of
100,600 strangers is very eucouraging, beiug
proportionally greater than the American es-
timate, The Province of Quebec has been for-
tunate enough in securing a large number of
immigrants, though not in suflicient quantities
to make up for the gaps erfected by the emigra.
tion of French Canadians to the United States.
This Franco-Canadian exodus is a problem in
itself. In onesense, there is nothing taaccount
for it, though there are specific causes which
render it intelligibls enough. But such aa it
ie, it creates a Jdearth in farm labor which it is
very ditlienlt to fill.  During the harvest season
farwers find it almest impossible to procare
hands, and nuless this desideratum is supplied,
we shall goon find ourselvey io face of a serious
drawback. The sxame remark applies: to me-
chanical lahor.  Montreal, for instance, being
an important manufactaring centre, requires a
constantly increasing number of skilled work-
ingmen, Carpenters, smiths of different classes,
bricklayers and comton laborers are in constant
requisition.  As to domestic servants the de-
mand for them is at least fifty per cent. above
the supply. last summer Mr. Vere Foster was
so pleased with the prospect in this city and
Toronto, and so encouraged by the methods of
emplovment laid down, that he promised the
local agent a large accession of the girls whom
he periodically sends out from Ireland. Mr.
Hodgkinsg, who was also here last summer, has
just written to learu how many fawilies can be
placed in the Montreal district this season, out
of the Tuke immigration movement from the
destitute sections of Western Ireland. The
Montieal Soeicty for the Protection of Female
Linmigrauts is likewise doing a good work in
the premises.  Although only about one year in
existence, it has been the means of helping
mauy young women to lucrative situations,
and its preparations for the coming surnmer are
on an rxtended scale.

Ot ccurse, the bulk of the immigration tide
flows (nt to Manitoba and the North-West.
This is as it should be. The Federal Govern.
ment which has done so much for the develop.
ment of that favored region owe such action to
themsuelves, and the Canadian Pacific Railway

same direction.

has a still more direct and personal interest iu

the matter. There is perhaps no more encourag-
ing feature of our public policy than the succoss
of immigration during the past year, and the
pronaise for the year that is about to open. Con-
sidering the vastness and force of American com-
petition, the result is hardly short of & marvel.
The young country that can accomplish so
much, in so short a time, and with comparatively
such restricted resources at its command, can
well raise up its head and boast of a national
spirit. .

There is no question of such vital moment as
that of Federal immigration and Provincial
colonization, and beyond the narrow sphere of
party lines, every inhabitant of Canada should
work to develop it within the sphere of his op-
portunities.

GOSSIP OF THE WEEK.

TuE Duoblin investigations draw the chain of
evidence still closer around the men who are
alleged to have constituted themselves inte an
assassination society, and seem to show that
they were guilty of the murder of the lrish Se-
cretary and Mr. Burke, as well as of later and
less notorious offences. We see with regret
that. some of the Irish Nationalist papers on
both sides of the Atlantic are disposed to con-
stitute themselves the champion of these pri.
soners, and to treat the prosecution as another
chapter in the misgovernment of Ireland. So
far as they need help to secure as fair a trial as
is possible, they should be assisted. But any-
thing which tends to identify the Irish cause
with such atrocities as those which have been
committed in Dublin, cannot bat result in
serious injury to Irish interests. The safest
course is a suspension of opinion till the evidence
is in, and a hearty applause of any pnnishment
which has been deserved.
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As it is well settled that the legislative bodies
way regulate by statue the length of a day’s
work—as, for instance, the acts forbidding the
employment of children in factories more than
so many hours per day. A bill making ita
penalty to compel condactors and drivers of
horse carsto work more than twelve hours a day
or six days a week, would meet with very general
sympathy at least from the public who are
compelled to witness the wearing labor of
this elass of toilers. No class of men have
been more shamefully imposed upon, apparent.
ly, than these. They are commounly engaged
fifteen or more hours out of the twenty-four, be.
ginning very early and eantinuing very late.
They are greatly exposed to theextremes of heat
and cold, held to a rigid responsibility, marked
as “‘suspects” by the bell-punch’and other
devices, and paid, afterall, uat a4 most meagre
rate. A luw in their behalf would be everywhere
grected as asimple measare of justics,
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Arroros of musie, it i surprising how far the
reputation of a really good thing travels, A
most amusing article in the Winnipex Sun on
the manufactories of that favored region is high
in its praises of * the celcbrated Queens’ Hall
organ, Montreal,” upon the well deserved repu.
tation of which Mr. Bolton, the builder thereof,
rests his claim to immortality, or at least to
fame. Weare honestly glad to hear of the suc.
cess which has attended Mr. Polton in his new
home, where, it appears, he hag built several fine
organg, *‘ the largest in the Dominion,”” but the
allusion to the Queeny’ Hall organ is too funny
to pass over. Itis indeed *f celebrated” orlikely
to become so, by reason of the lawsuit nuw
pending between the lessces of the Hall and the
executors of the late Sir Ilugh Allan, in which
the former claims heavy damages on acrount of
this very organ, upon which no musician can be
found to play. Perhaps however, and we offer this
sugpestion for what it iy worth, the suit might
be settled now by the immediate transportation
of the organ to Winnipeg.
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Tue reports that the Czar is too much afraid
of the Nihilists to appear in publie, although
elaborated in many imaginative *‘letters from
Russia,” written in New York or Paris, has
been disproved repeatedly by his pablic dis.
regard of precautions. It now receives ity final

refutation from the proclamation that he will

be crowned in Moscow on the 27th of May. A\
Russian coronation is oue of the most remark-
able public displays that Europe still possesses,
Like nearly everything of the kind in Russia,
it is as much Asiatic as Buropean in its style of
splendor ; aud, as the taste for such shows is
on the iucrease, Moseow will be thronged with
spectators. The Nihilists demand an extension
of popular rights as a preliminary to the coron-
ation. They want representative institutions,
freedom of religion, of meeting and of the press,
the abolition of restrictions on the ownership of
land, and other reforms of the same sort. They
ask nothing that is really unreasonable ; and, if
the proclamution really contains their rhole
programme, they must have abandoned much
that Michael Bakunin taught as the social
gospel. But the introduction of such sweeping
changes in a country soill prepared for them
must be & matter of gradual innovation. The
real danger of Red reforms geuerslly is that
they ignore political and historical perspoctive.
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So Albani is to come to us after all in March,
in spite of the dreadful way in which Mon-
trealers treated Miss Lajeunesse. It has been
most amusing during the past few weeks to those
who know anything of the way in which such
matters'are arranged, to listen to the romantic
stories which have been conjured up to account
for her failure to come here from Toronto. The
vision of a gray-headed father shaking off the
dust of his feet against Montreal, and solemnly
cursing the people who had refused to recognize
his daughter's heaven-born genius; of a daugh-
ter compelled to swear never again to sing in
the city which has so provoked her father's in-
dignation by its treatment of him and her.
What a pity to destroy so beautiful aromanceby
a plain matter-of-fact return te business. For
of course, anybody who knows how a concert
tour is arranged koows that such things are
purely a matter of dollars and cents, and that
as a rule a singer has no more to do with the
choice of her route than you or I. In the pre-
sent instance, Mdme. Albani's manager offered
her at a certain price. No one in Montreal could
be found ready to pay that price and take the
risk of her appearance. Hence Montreal was
passed by for some other city where the neces-
sary funds were forthcoming. Alas for the dayy
of chivalry ! Tt is Phitus who presides over the
destinies of Apollo, and we must be careful to
pay our howmage at the right shrine.
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It will not be at all surprising if we should
have soon a very important reform in one par-
ticular of journalism. This is an increased care
in making statements of fact concerning people.
The recklessness shown generally amongst *¢ en.
terprising’ uewspapers,—we refer chiefly to the
daily press in the cities, —when dealing with the
reputations of unknown persons, is simply out-
rageous. 'There are, of course, hanorable excep-
tions to the rule ; but it is common to find news
items iju the columns of very many joursals
which make the most serions charges in the
loosest manner, and often without the slightest
good reason for mentioning names at all. Thus,
in a recent item alleging that a bank oflicial was
charged with being in default, (the facts subse-
quently developed leaving it very doubtful
whether there were any delinquency at all, even
of the most technical sort,) the enterprising re-
porter introduced the name of a third person,
and added the statement that he, too, had been a
dishonest cashier. Even if it had been true,
this had nothing to do with the case under no.
tice ; but, ag it presently appeared, the allega-
tion had no foundation in truth whatever. The
allusion to the third person was simply a wanton
abuge of the privilege of a free printing-press,
and was open to the severest censure. The Farl
of Lonsdale recently procured an indietment for
libel agaivst The World, of Loudon, Edmund
Yates's jourssl, the latter having printed a veil-
ed paragraph saying that some person had
®loped with a youug lady. This * noble lord "
thought the reference to himself was plain
enough for atrial in court, and, though 7The
World solemnly denies that snch a direction
wag meant for the shaft, a prosecution has been
begun. The merits of the case it would be ab-
surd to debate at this distance ; but it is very
probable, from the boldnesa of the Earl's attack,

that his hands are clean enough to show in court,
and that the newspaper has made a blunder. If

s0, il may go hard with the latter, and the
syrapathy of journalists generally will then be
oxpressed in its behalf; but, afterall, it is need.
ful that thereshould be n much higher rule and
iufinitely grenter cre with regard to all “‘news"’
that involves 8 man's reputation. When the
matter is ¢ proper for public information,” and
the roporter is sure of all his frcts, the newspaper
printing the item is justified and safe ; but in
any other case it takes a risk that legal proceed.
ings may at any time bring to its realization.
There can be no doubt that there is a strong un-
dertone of resentment in society against the
newspapers, and chiefly, if not entirely, because
good people feel that reputations are often care-
lessly, and sometimus cruelly, dealt with.

GUSTAVE DORE.

Of Gustave Dore it might slmost be said,
writes Richard Whiteing in the World, that in
spite of his great success he died of a broken
heart at his failures. He was perhaps, take
him for all in all, the greatest iilustrator the
world has ever known, but he wanted to be the
greatest painter—and he could not piint at all.
His coloring was something unnamable ; the
fanlts of his drawing were too glaring when he
worked, as he loved to work, on a large scale.
His painting, in fact, was his general incompet-
ence in technique seen through a powerful tele-
scope.” Yet he woulid be a painter or nothing.
It was useless to remind him that he had illus-
trated Rabelais as no man had ever illustrated
him before ;: that his *“ Coutes Drolatiques*”
was a2 masterpiece, and that in ** Don Qaixate ”
and Tennyson he was inferior only to hinmiself.
He would shake his head sadly —- that was unt
it. He worked to the last on his illustratious,
but ouly as ‘‘ pot-boilers.” All day long he
climbing about over the surface of some huge
canvas in his large studio on the Rue Bayard,
and at night he came home to earn his bread by
the \vorkri\e despised, though the public consi-
dered that his sole title to glory. He worked
half the night, and he was up early the next
morning to paint once more. His want of rest,
his prodigious energy, must have shortened his
life, but the chiet thing that shortened it was
sorrow. No one could doubt that for a moment
at the sight of him. He had a heavy, anxions
look. All the old boyish beaoty of his face,
which lasted long after he became a man, was
gone ; the smooth plump checks seemed to be
falling with their own weight ; the corners of
the mouth went down. IHis talk was worse
than his look ; he was absence of mind person-
ified. He could hardly answer vou ; he was too
wmuch absorbed in his own griefl. There was no
human being who had less concern in the world
thun this man who lived by illustrating every-
thing in it. e was the most prodigious worker
of this or any time. Hix original drawings
were to be counted by the thousand. They were
all wrang in costume or local color, but in the
freling of the situation they were unsurpassed, He
stood in ahout the same relationship to accur-
ary of historical observation as Vietor Hugo,
and indeed he was a romantic of the pencil, and
was altogether out of his element in this our
poor day of naturalism. He saw everything
throogh the medium of his wonderful imagina-
tion, and this, which was his success, hay also
in a measure been his ruin, for he saw his own
achievements and his own fame in the same
way ; and the sight was a misery that weighed
him down. [t became toward the last some-
thing of an insult to remind him that he had
done good illustrations : he would look at you
uneasily out of the coruer of his eye to see il
you were simply stupid or if yon were laughing
in your sleeves, nnd would then lead you up to
one of hiy paintings and wait for the verdict
like a shy hoy, If you knew angthing at all of
printing you could give but one answer. His
pictures went into the S:lon because the Selou
could uot refiise thewm — he was hors concours ;
but no one looked at them. They found a
market, howaver, as things to exhibit in Lon-
don, where all tne conntry parsons took them
in very good fiith indeed um‘ led their chiliren
by the hand to see the judgments of Scripture
illustrated to the life by this gifted French-
man,

There was P]enty of red in the ‘*Dream of
Pilate’s Wife" if there wns nothing else, and
the ‘¢ Destruction of the Heathen Gods by
Triumphant Christionity " was a wonderful
show of fantastic invention, though the coloring
and the whole treatment put it clean into the
category of merely decorative art—it was acene
painting, nothing more. 1 remember- Doré
when he was young and joyous, and I think I
once described his lifo at that time in The
IVorld. He lived with his mother until she
died and after that he still occupied the quaint
old family house in the Rue St. Dominique in
-which he had passed so many happy years, He
never married ; he once had a consuming ten.
derness for Patti and in being disappointed of
her never cared ahout another woman, but his
affection for his mother must have had much to
do with his life of celibacy. &he always treated
him as & great boy. The relations between
them was sgomething beautiful to see ; he was not
only gay but **larkish " when she wa« by, and
sho used to check him with a ** Huyh, Gusta.
ve,'t ¢ Be quiet, Gustave,” as though he were

still on her knee. IHe was seen at his best on
Sunday evening, the day of his informal recep-




