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Hotes and Gomments,

Servia, under the rule of Prince Milan, promises to becowe
w very paradise foc criminalg. That merciful potentate is
about to take a step which, howover fatal it may prove to the
commuuity at large, will doubtless gain him the unbounded
applanse of Mr, Peter Taylor and his snpporters.  Ata recent
moeting of the Cabinet he announced his intention of signing
no more death warrants, and of pardoning sany convict who
shows true repentance, The Servians may therefore look
forward to a pretty large increass of crimne in theirmidlst, with
a corresponding show of deep coutrition among their crimi-
nals.

The Fisk-Stokes cuse furnishes two cuses of ¢ remarkable
coincidence ™ which are worthy of being noted down, [t will
be remembered that at the very moment when Fisk breathed
his last, his bust, which stood in oneof the offices in the
Opern House, fell with a crash from its standing place and
was completely shattered.  Now some lover of the curious—
or shall we suy the sensational—-points out that the sentencs
of Stokes wan prononneced exactly one year, to the minute,
from the time when Fisk was murdered.  On the 6th instant,
at nine minutes to cleven, Judge Boardman consigned Stokes
to death by hanging . at nine minutes te eleven, on the 6th
of January, 1872, James Fisk gave a convulsive gasp und
died.

A bill hag recently been presented to the Cantonal Council
of Lucerae which, if passed, promised to be effective of mach
good to the classes whom it is intended to benefit,  Its object
i especially to direet the working of factories, and toregalate
the employment of children in snch establishments, By its
provisions no chilil under twelve years of age way be cm-
ployed in factory Inbour, and children over fourtecn no longer
than six hours a day 1 while those of schosling aze may not
be employed at all during school hours.  No infants are to be
admitted to factories where poisonous matter is used, Ne
night labour of any kind is to be perwmitted in any factory
except by the express penmission of the Cantonal Conancil;
and finally a day’s waork for adults will consist of no more
than twelve hours. What would our nine hours rgitutors say
to the laat clause ?

“ 1t dsa pood thing” savs the wlage, % to have friends at
court.” Butit isa very much better thing to be oneself at
court, This was curiously exemplified some weeks ago at
Windsor, an the occeasion of the mayor's inaugural banquet.
The evening fixed for the festivity was unfortunateiy that of
a Saturday, when all houges of public entertainment are com-
pelled by law to close at eleven oclock.  As the hour for
closing approached, someof the party exhibited a disinclina-
tion to abandon their enjoyments.  Some one 4t once suy-
gested that, ns there were three mngistrates, 8 petty session
rhould be held, and that the landlord should apply for per-
mission to keep open an extra hour.  This suggestion was
accordingly acted upon,  The application was formally made
and formally granted, and the festivities were continued until
twelve o'clock.

The French colony of Pondicherry would appenr to be, at
present, in a condition of most lenten sombreness, which ig
the more felt by the inhabitants, as until lately the city was
celebrated thromghoat alt India for its ga'ety.  This state of
things is due to a recent order of the troveruor probibiting
dancing,  His Facellenoy, worthy man, is, it seems, a patriot,
and maintains that no Frenchman shonld dance so Ione as the
hated Prussians occupy any portion of the ¢ sacred soil™ of
France, and auy cheerful person who is discovered induliing
in graceful movem:-ats to the sound of music incurs his kx-
celleney’s serious displessure. As this rule, of course, equally
applies to Frenchwomen as to Frenchmen, dancing in Pondi-
choerry has practically come to an end; or i3 onlv practised by
stealth under almost insuperable ditficulties. The Governor
himself sets an example of wholesome austerity, and his
¢ gvenings at home” are deseribed ns » lenten entertainments?”

Toronto creditors who desire for better security to lodge
their debtors in gnol would do well to think twice and count
the cost before they take out their writs of capias. From
present appuearances it wounld seem that petty debtors thus
deprived of their liberty are no swall expense to their de-
tainers.  lu fact, they seem on the whole to have a very jolly
time of it,  One of these gentlemen writes, dating from the
abode he facetionsly tertas Phe Palace ¢ # A debtor Iving here
for any length of time would get so fat that by going out he
wanld not be able to work after living so long on the luxuries
of the Palace,  We have for breakfust, at the expeuse of our
worthy crediters who put us here, cotfee, sausagen, potatoes
and toast ; for dinver, soup, vegetables, roast beef and apple-
pudding ; for ten, beefstenk and onions, mush and itk .
pickled cabbage, sour krout (couldn't a Germun live where
krout can be had?) We have good beds; warm rooms, the
Bible and daily papers to read, and a number of waiters to
bring in wood, water, and clean up our roum.”

Lotrd Sclborne, since his elevation to the Chancellorship,
has jntroduced two new and important reforms, the one affeet-
ing his own personal privileges, and the other the whole
system of legal education,  Tu the first instance his lordship
has decided to have no anch list of clergymen recommended
for appointments to livings as has been adopted by previous
Lord Chaucellors of Fngland, but on any vacaney occurring
to seek out the most fitting clecgyman for presentation,  In
the second cage his lordship has initinted s new system of
legal education which has been introduced into Parlinment,
and a complete scheme, matured by n committee, submitied to
the Inns of Court. This scheme contemplates the abolition
of the senseless customs (sanctified only by antiquity) through
which. tho English lavman is transformed into a barrister,
and the substitution of a comprehensive system of education
and _examination, Shounld this plan be adopted, the race of
barristers qualified by dinners, or by mere attendance at loe-
turcs or in chambera, or by arlight and {ragmentary examina-
tion, will disappear, and every oo henceforward ealled to the
Bar will be required to show a satisfactory knowledge of
Roman Civil Law; of the Law of Real and Parsunnl Property,
and of hoth (lummon Law and Equity,

NEW BOOXKS,

T'ug STuaNor ADVENTURES OF A Puigron. A Novel. By Wm.
Black, author of ¢ Love or Marriage,” &c. New York :
Harper & Bros.  Montreal: Dawson Bros. pp. 216.
Paper, 75 cents,

Under this title, Mr. Black gives us n charming account of

8 “Cruise on Wheels” to the North Countrie. The persons

composing the party are fourin number, the writer, his lady—

Queen Titanin—Miss Bell, more generally known as Lady

Bell, and a young Prussian Licutenant of Uhlans, fresh from

Sedan and Paris.  ‘The latter at first threatens to Lecome a

d.cu(.l-\\'cight, and is especially an objuct of a mild formn of

dinlike to Miss Bell, who iy halt engaged to a younyg English
luwyer,  Unfortanately for himself, Arthur Ashburton plays
his cards but badly, behaves in a jealous, ill-tempered, boorish
manner, and generally earns the encomiums bestowed upon
him by our younyg Uhlan—ita pitiful fullow—u very pitiful
fellow indesd.” By the time the party resch their destina-
tion Miss Bell has entirely got rid of her Germanophoby.

Where at starting she would invariably oppose the Prussian,

shie now a8 invariably sides with him, declaring that « Count

von Rosen is always right”  The sequel can be guessed.

A Womax's Vexeeanor. A Novel, By James Payn, author
of “ Curlyon's Year)' &¢, New York : Harper & Bros.
Montreal - Dawson Bros. pp 132, Paper, 50 cents,

This writer is too well known to newl much comment. His
last work ix in his peculiarly indescribable style, and will
doubtless be read with much interest, some sympathy, and,
towards the close, not o little awe,  Mrs, Arthur Tyndall No.

1 is, fortunately for mankind in general, not a comnmon char-

ge
ucter; and the mode which she selects to revenge herself
upon her husband for marrying again after there was every
reason to suppose that she had been killed, is as unique as it
is horrible,  Souze of the minor characters in the book are, to
our taste, far more pleasant company than the hero and
heroine.  There is, for instance, Mr. Magus, with his old-
fashioned ideas on the duello, who challenges Mr, Paul Jones
in a chivalrously Llood-thirsty manner that makes that pitiful
youny scoundrel’s blood run cold,  There iy, too, houest Jack
Adair, who, on being applied to for assistance by Mr, Jones
in the serape aforesaid, cleverly works on his fears until he
obtains the return to his friend Tyndall of the certain sums
Mr. Paul had won by swindling at cards,  Sowe of the scenes
ure admirably drawn, but on the whole the suthor has drawn
pretty largely on the fiction-writer's prerogative,

For tur Kixe. By Charles Gi- b, author of ¢ Robiu Gray,”
&u. New York: Harper & Bros, Montreal : Dawson
Yiros,

This is & historical story, founded ou the rebellion of 1745,
which deserves something aore than ordinary atteuntion,
The nuthor has evidently carefully stnlied his subject, and the
result is a most pleasant historieal sketeh, in which the great
personages of the period connected with the movement arve
made to pass before the reader in compauy with characters of
the author's creation.  Itis an excellent story, told with pic-
turesque clearness and possessing untiagzing interest.

Never Acus. By WS May., 51D, author of @ Kaloolah.™
New York © G, PoPutnam & Sens. Montreal : Dawson
Bros.

We can give our readers no better idea of the value of this
book than by quoting a passage which the author puts into
the mouth of one of his pet characters.

# Martin Chuzzlewhit is mentioned. + How do vou like the
American scenes 7 Poor, sir, comically poor! Bat the
wost comienl thing is that an apology should have been
thought necessary, I never saw or heard yet of an American
who has expressed the stighiest anger at them, Many aone
has felt provoked with Dickens that he did not putwore
puint and force and truth in them—there was such a good
chance, and no one would huve objected to the Insh well i
on, even if it did tingle his own hide o little ;. but all Dickens'
Ameriean work is so dauby that there 1s no light of con-
scivisness in which we can hang it that makes it look like a
picture at all It is a Kind of thrashing roundabout with a
ridiculous old broom-handle, rather thau a raw hide. e re-
minds one of a blitnd tenmster, he whivls his whip around his
head qnite vigorously, and makes a devil of a eracking, but
never really wuches the taw "

A Precnessive Uramvar oF THE BNGast Toxsug: Based ou
the Resuits of Modern Padology Be Peofl William
Swinton, ADM. New York: Huper & Bros, Montreal :
Laawson Bros,  12mo, pp. 220, Haif voan, 75 cents,

The study of grammae, though a very necessary, is withont
doubt a most unattractive branch of learning.  Prof. Swinton
does not pretend in his little work o have invested it with
any new interest or attraction, but he certainly has done much
to Hehten and smooth what has always been @ most rugged
path.  His rules and detiuitions are clear, siinple, and practi-
cal, and will be ensily understood by any boy not absolutely a
dunce. A remarkable feature of this work is the omission of
Orthography and Prosody, as branches not properly belonging
to English Grammar, The book comes to us with high re.
cominendations, and we have no doubt, from what we have
seen of it, that it will speedily come into general use.

Tur Wasperiye Huw, A Christinus Ntory. By Charles Reade.
‘I'vronto :  Huater, Rose & Co.  Montreal - Dawson
Bros, pp. 208, Paper, 50 vents.

This story was written by Charles Beade expressly for the
Christmas number of the Graphic.  The edition before us is
the Cunadian copyright, and forms one of the series of works
by living anthors published by Messes, Hunter, Rose & Co,
The story is full of interest, and, like most of Charles Reade’s
works, is based upon facts.  The dute at which it is fixed is
about the middle of the last centuvy.  The wandering heir ix,
ns implied in the title, the rightful owuer of great estates, but
an exile and a wanderer -in n strange land, For years ho
server ag a slave in Philadelphia, bat finally returns to Eng-
land, and recovers his possessions after a trial that takes uson
to 1872 and the Tichborne case,

lews of the a¥ech,

Tug DoMINION.—The Reform Banqguet at Toronto on the 8th
Instant wns attended by some 300 guests. The Otltawa
Bourd of Trade Intends entertaining seermberd of the Dominlon
Joard at a grand banquet on the occasion of the approuching
annuval meeting of the latter body.— Operations on the
Credit Valley Rallway were commenced on Thursday week.
An oft refinery near the Great Western Rallway, London,
took tire and exploded 1ast week, causing much damage to the
buildings, and consuming an oil train, Omn the 0th instant
tire ralls waore lald on the fivst section of the Hamilton and Lake
Iirte Ballway, The road will connect with the Canada Southern
and the Canadae Alr Liue, belng bulit by the Great Western, It
Is to be worked on 4 julnt arvangerpent by the three companies,
un w fense uring interest as cost, aud will thas make Hawil.
on a lake port rrosn the conntry supplied by the Grand Trunk,
the Conata Soutbhern, Canada Alr Line, and Great Western,

. K. the Governor-General and Lady Dutlerln arrived in
Montreal from Quebse on Friday last, On Monday they held
drawing romn, which was largely attended,

UNITED RraATES, —Stokes' eounsel are contident of heing able
s Secure a tew trial, A Herald Washington dospateh siuys
thut the caunse of the misnnderstanding bhatween the United
States and Spunisty Goveruments has been removed, aud their
relations are now qulte fricodliy. There hias beon a hcavy
snow-fall in Minnesola by which tratfce was greatly lmpeded.
Severad deaths from freezing have occurred,

GurEaT BrrTars,—guliford Onstow and Mr, George Whalley,
mernbirs of Paclinment. have been summeoned by the Crown in
appear in the Court of Queen’s Bench on the 20th instant, for
having in specehes deliversd in St James® Hall used Sir
John Duke Coleridge of being engaged in a conspiruey agzainst
the ‘Pichborne elaimant.~ Fifty-nine Yarmnauth fishermen
wire diowrned In o recont gite,- In a speseh recently de-
liverad at the Devonsture Ulionber of Agricaltare + Staflord
Northeote urged the spoeedy narment of the dumzes awardsd
by the Genevie Tritmnual. s trial of the Tichborne elatm-
nut on the charge ol periary will commence on the 23rd of
April.- The totul numb:r of emigrants that left Liverpool
during the year 1872 for Ameriea was 134,000, —— & desputeh
from Manchester annonnees that several eotton spinners {n that
city have fajjed, The ex-Emperor Napoleon died at Chisel-
hurst os Thursday. the $th, at 10045 wom. The funeral took
plice on Wednesday, At latest advices the Kmpress Eugenle
t< seriousiy indisposed, and her condition causes muach ularm
amaonygst ber friends,  Particalars of the circumstances attend-
ing the ex-EKmperor's desth will be found in another column,

Fraxcg.—Despatenes from Parts say that numersus officers

of the Freneh army have applied for leave of absenes to atieud
the tunerad of Nupaleon, bat they have in ail cases been vefused,
excepting where the appliciont was formerly eonnecied with the
Emyperor’s Househobl, Latest desputehes stute that §n was
feared that some of the Parts joornalisis would attempt a Jde-
uionsiration on the diay of Napoleon's funeral, ——VPrince
Niapoleon's aotion rainst the Prefect of Polies for llegal ex-
puision from France has received a preliminary hearing,
M, Thiers has instracted the Freach Ambassador at Vieana to
convey to Prime Min{ster Andras=y the expression af deep ra-
eret af the Freach trovernment at the iudisoreet pablications of
the Drye de Grammont, A rapture has taiken place in the
Lot Centre, At s recent meoting of the depat heionring 1o
that party, M. Christophe, w0 Radicad, was elieted Prosident,
Whereupon Castoners Perfer and his friends fmonediately withe-
drew and joine:d the Richts Feis sald that the Bonapartisy de-
puties will also unite with the Righti——— L Ind&enedance Relgae
mblishes a lettor e Cenant Ven Bansi, i answor Lo aasertions
mete by the Dake rrammoni. The Count ~shows that Ause
tria triesd o disse ranece from going to war with Prussia,
and expiieitiy doher right o rewiadla n d, angd that
Frauvee, after U deeiarad shie asked jor allioiee and Aus-
trice refase The Jowrnal Ofieici anpunhees the §ppoint-
ment of M, Coreoes os Frenci Senbassiesdor at the Vattean in
pinee of M. Bourgaing, whae resigied,

GTERMANY.—A recettt tumber of the Prussing Croes G izelle
contaits an artiels neainst Eagland, The invasion of K
the Rassbins, the weguisition by Prussin of  Deie
the United Staces expeadition to the Samdwih
S, SO IHDY JEeks on kn
combine ] with Gernuany, might divade the wortd te
e T Past i aty aviteie, evidentdy inspired by o
Sy s Gle procaimather of the Dacma of Papad Innadlibii
created anew Eathoiie ereed, sl s believers should be t
fri the same wancer as the rembers of other new ridiy
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Rpaly.—itis stated that the Carlist tnrrection in Spadn s
asstiminy worintduabie proportions. Loargs numbers of insargents
have appeared tu several Proviness iy armed and equlpped,
and are preparing o oosmimence active hostilities. The Governs
ment is becoming sdaravad af e aetivity of the leaders in the
movement, sl mecures of @ precantioaary nadnre sre heing
sttt o def: e plans of the Insurgsuts, ordars fur the
CONCENIrs hodies of troops at dlerent poinis, wo
4 tagatnst surprise, have bgen bistied, The insargeut eaders
nre kept well intormad of all the maovements of the Governs
ment foree oY miner engugemeaents have taken placs, in
which the Carlists wepre defeatol, A great popaiar demone
soration in ravoar of the ab on of savery in Porta Rieo was
nede in Madrid on Satarday . ——The King Bas signed o eon-
cession ton Spanish eompany fov o telewraphoe eable from Cadiz
to Ciabi, by way of the Canaries and Tenerige c——The Anti:
Porto Rico Retorm Lestgne of this eity lmve signed aonanifesto,
protesting agajust the passage of the hill providing for the
covaneipation of the stiveson that Isharl, Adniledd Topete was
asked to shrn the manitesto, it refised 1o do s

ITALY.—A subseriptinon has been pened i Milan fora monu.
ment to Napoleon, ~~101 the wession of the Linlinn Chamber
on. Friday inst Sjgnos Lansa, Mindster of the Taierior, formally
annoauesd the death of Napoleonn, He <add the Tiatian Govern.
mont learned of the death of the ax-Emperor with the deepost
regret, U was impossible (o furgot tad Napotenn contribmted
ereatly o secure the unity of Ttaly, The eulogistic remarks of
the  Minister were recetved with warm apphinse by  the
i mnbers,

RastA-~The Russian budget 1or 1873 shows a surplus of re-
coipts over expenditnreso e\ special despatelt from 8t Pe-
lersburg to the London Observer, says: Count Rehoomvalohns
been sent abroad to negotinte a4 marriize between a Prince
whose name is not given, and the daughter of the Czar,

INDLA--A dospateh from Bembay says, a report has reached
that city that o terrible earthquake has occurred at Soonghur, a
town in India, a detached. disteier of Baroda Dominten, 114
miles north of Bombay: 1,320 persons ave sald 1o have bpen
killedd in the town alone. Nothing has been heawd from the
surronmding country, but it 1s feared that there has been muceh
widitional Joss of Hife.

CHIN Aa—The question which arose concerning the manter tn
whieh forefgh representatives shouid enter the presence of the
Fmperorof China has been sottled.  The Chinese otticlals yield-
1 0 the damsends of the foragners,




