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EVA HUNTINGDON.*

BY R. E. M.

CHAITER XL
Soxe days after, lva, in passing through the
hall, encountered her maid who was at the ino-
ment in eearch of herself, to tell her “that Mr.
Arlingford had just arrived in town, and was in
the drawing room.”
Waiting for no more, she hurried thither radiant
with joy. To her great delight ehe found him
alone, but after the first hurricd moments of
friendly greeting, it struck her that there was
something about his manner of the same con-
strained tone that had pervaded his last letters,
‘and an uneasy suspicion flashed across her mind
that the change was connccted in some way with
Chester Rockinglinm. If such were even the case,
now then, was the timo to inform him of every
thing. Had she not promised to have no con-
cealments from him? but how was she to com-
mence, how enter on a subject which filled her
Wwith an embarrnssment very different to the
Momentary timidity it had inspired a few months
before, It had to be done, however, and raising
her head, she exclaimed with a desperate effort:
“Mr. Arlingford I”
“Well, Eva.” and he turned towards her. His
. Manner was grave, she fancied it stern, and . in-
Stead of spoaking of Chester Rockingham, she
Merely inquired,
“If it were true that he was going away §”
“Yes, Lva, for a time. I have received a letter

from & relative of mine who resides on his estate '

 Treland, and I must join him without delay.
ing o his own feeble health and the dishon-
sty of an agent in whom he placed the most
Implicit confidence, his affairs are greatly involved,
and will require much time and labour to extri-
e them. Independent of the obligations our
rela'el.!:ionship imposes on me, my own interests
“‘0. demand my presence there, for my cousin,
Ving no ncarer heirs, all his property will
Sventually devolve on myself. If my absence is
R0t protracted beyond three months, I will have
_Cause to consider myself very fortunate.”
" “Throe months " ochoed Eva with & start,
sml!. Mr, Arlingford, you will not be three
E:“g " &way. How can we do without you eo
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“It must be, fiva. Inelination shouli ever
yield to duty.  Believe me, the prospeet is wny-
thing but agreeable to my=elf, but il my time
will be so taken up with active and laborions
duties that it will not appear as burdenson.e as it
would otherwisze dn.”

“I hope, it will be the same with me,” sighed
Eva. “My studies, if T pursue them in u proper
spirit, will leave me no time to indulge in ennui
or dizcontent.” )

“You are right, my dear child, and [ hope,

nay, I feel assured, that when we do meet again,

you will be far advanced on that path of intel-
lectual improvement to which you are now pro-
gressing. Remember, your year of probation may
glide past even quicker than you desire, for you
have yct much to leamn. One thing in your
favour, however, is, that you will have no other
pursuits, amusements or thoughts, to divide your
time with your studies.”

‘ Again Eva's heart smote her, and in a nervous,
hurried tone, she exclaimed:

“Oh! Mr. Arlingford, I had nearly forzotten to
mention to you,”—but the remainder of the con-
fession was suspended on her lips by the entrance
of lady Huntingdon. Of course all farther oppor-
tunity for private conversation was at an end, ‘and
one moment filled with regret, the next with
rlief, Eva subsided at once into her usual réle
of silent listener. Unusually gracious was lady
Huntingdon to her guest, and on hearing that hLe
left London in two days, she entreated him
earnestly to visit them again before then, ex-
pressing at the same time a thousand regrets for
his hurried departure.

Sad and dispirited, Eva sought her room, and
divided between sorrow for Mr. Arlingford's lose,
and remorse for her silence on the subject of her
acquaintance with Mr. Rockingham, she passed
as lonely and unhappy an evening as had ever
yet fallen to her lot. Onc thought afforded her
some slight degree of consolation, and that was

-the certainty that she would see her friend the

following day, and thus obtain an opportunity
of atoning for her previous insincerity. Her
resolutions, however, were of no avail, for the next
morning, when summoned to the drawing room

*Continued from page 157.
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