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Pharmacy and Pharmacology.

From an fnaugural address to the Pharmaceats.
cal Socicty of Great Britain by Prot. ). U,
Casu, M. D, . R. 8,

He first referred to the field of wterest
which is conmon to pharmadist and phar-
macologist, dealing especially with the
work of the former, and comenting upou
the necessity for the strictest accuracy
and care in preparing drugs and chemicals,
in order to make good therapeutical
agents. It is, ho continued, the plarma-
cologist who has to answer the question —
Why do we use this drug? The pharma-
cist answers —Iow is it to be used ? And
the therapeutist replies to - When should
it be used? lle considered that these
three classes could not be independent of
each other ; cach mnst sympathize
with, and be ianterested in, the liburs
of the others. This labor is de-
manded of all the workers, and in the
future it will be more strenuously exacted
than it has been in the past. It does not
entail any rush prediction to forecast that
the advent of every new remedy will be
through the channels of close rescarch
and study, and that tic scientific prac
titioner of the future will refuse to make
use of anything which reaches his hands
by less certain ways.

PURE EMPIRICISM 13 DECAYING,

Credulity is loosing its hiold on all of us,
and whether the cry is & new cancer-cure
by green or yellow clectricity, or a great
Chinese cure, the rash of the credulous
amongst those who have been educated to
discern the right hand from the left in
medical matters is a very small one. But
it is not likely that in this gencration, or

the next, the will o' the-wisp will fail of &
following amongst the unedacated and the
uninstructed. Prof. Cash spoke of the in-
fluence of tho poisons schedulein warning
prople nut to tanper with powerful reme
dies. It is right, he said, that they should
be labelled “Poison.” He then dealt
with the advanca of the practice of medi
cine, and the necessity for honest and un-
grudging original work in order that it
my continue.  Recent records bear unim-
peachable testimony to the extraordinary
progress which is being made in the direc
tion of furnishing the practitioner with
fresh
REMEDIES OF DEFINITE CHEMICAL COM

POSITION.
There has Leen what one may term a gen-
uines pate*  of bodies having germicidal,
autipyretic, aud hypnotic propertivs.  To
some i permanent position is reserved ,
others are  already  vanishing, and
whilst of the Jatter certain could
well be spaved, a small residue which
promised  fairly have been jostled  vat
of Sight, and are in danger of being
lost to us. Tf there is a fault in this
wealth of production, it is that its very
magnitude threatens toexceed thestrength
of pharmacologists. This is one reason
why some of those bodies, whilst possess
ing considerable value, yet not haviug re
ceived the attention requisite to establish
their action upon a firm basis, are liable
to fall short of the position they are really
cutitled to amongst curative remedies.
Attanpts are being successfully made to
to produce moditic.itions and combinatious
of certain carbon compounds of the arv
matic and fatty series, with the objuct of
enforcing and improving their effect, o
clse of climinating some undesirable prop
erty. The fact that such a body as the
synthetic produst

SULPHUNAL

lias been proved to possess valuable hy-
puotic propertics, but that its prolonged
and unintermitted use is accompanied by
scme danger, has led to the introduction
of trional and tetronal, which contain in-
creasing proportions of ethyl. The theory
advanced by Baumanu and Kast, that the
hypuotic value would be increased propor-
tionately with the ethylic content, has not
as yet been clearly supported by experi-
went, and it is premature to allot them a
precise position.  But if, ns seems likely,
Ranoni is justitied in preferring them to
sulphonal, not merely on account of their

*Scotels for **a river-floed.”

wore tapid primary cdlict, but becauso of
the afteraction buing less disadvantay
cous, they may be used us alternatives to
this drug with distinct advantage. The
substitution of wethylin the plenyl group
of antipyrin has led to the production of
TOLYPARIN,

which possesses, according to Guttmann,
as full an action in reducing pain and
pyrexia as the mors current remedy,  As
the result of the search after substances
which will prove toxie towards uucro.
organisms, whilst relatively harmless to.
wards man and the higher auimnls, col-
ouring matters, many of them coal-tar de-
rivatives, have passed largely into prac.
tice. These pigments have long been
recognised as bacterivlugical stains for the
purpose of demonstrating the presence of
certain miciobes, and it 1s highly interest-
ing and instructive to note that the selec
tive puner they exctt in this wespedt may
indicate a distructive proporty which uiay
be used to advantage in the treatment
of disurders asavcinted with such microlns
and their products. Bolaggiog upun this
topic, Professur Cash rcformed to the ad
vautages of autisuptics or disinfuctants i
the

TREATMENI

amongst than bang salol, tanuin, and
beta naphthul. A siglo drachm of the
latter is suflivient to distnfect the alunen-
tary canal, but, unbappily, 1t 15 not tosae
towards the baallus, d oz, according ta
Steruberg, Luing requited fur that purpose.
The rapidity with which cholera develops
and progiesses s probabiy our greatest
ditliculty.  Jucrewsed faciliies for the em-
ploywent of wdine - which has admuable
distnfectant propertics, but s, unfortun.
ately, bouth & puscifal nntant and odor-
vus ageat—have also been sought for.
Avristol, coutaining 46 per cent. of lodine,
formed by the activn of thymol in caustic-
soda solution upon an aqueous solation of
fodine with caustic soda, and also, more
recently, iso butyl ortho creosol iodide,
comutonly known as curophen, have been
introduced. Both of these bodies serve
the purpose held in view, and so facilitate
our employment of thisimportant clement.
Todopyrin is decompnsed on entering the
stomnch, and therefore exerts the disin
fectant action of iodine and the complex
elfect of phenazone.  Ina similar manner
to this the Professor touched upon other
drugs, such as cafleine and diuretin, and
in speaking of gelsemivm he emphasised
the cxistence in that drug of two alka-
loids—tho first, gelsemine, having a te.
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