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'Crs.The word, in our version, trans-

latod in order, does not refer to Chronolo-

gical order. It does not imply that Luke
'ftended,( to relate events strictly in chrono-
logi1cal order, but rather to classify them,
Q'ud thus give a distinct systemnatic account

0fthem.

The individual to whom Luke dedicates
hi8 gospel, is the sanie person as he, to
*1hom lie inscribe8 his history of the Acts
'of the Aposties; and, indeed, it is mainly
frOtn the inscription of the two treatises,
thaIt we ascertain the authorship of the
býO0k of Acts. The N~ord Tbeophilns sig-

liea lover of God, and wvas a commoni
""ane arnong the Gireeks and Romans.-
lstory gîves us no information with

r'gard to the character or condition of this

Pet50fl. But it is evident from the title ap-
1l'oid to, him, Most Excellent, that be was
'a Ilan of rank, probably the governor of
80hl'o city or province. Thiere are only

t~oohr individuals, to whom this title
i4 aPPlied in the iNew Testament. Felix,

Pl estus, governors of Judea. It seeM.S
tO have been an offluiil title, altogether ir-
respective Of persoiial qualities, and eim-

PîOYd aomnewhat in the same way, as the
t4tle 'Of his Excellency is applied te the
g0oru0 r of this province. Thus we find
b'th Claudeus Lynas in his letter, and
Tert'ullus, the advocate in hie speech, apply
f.he 8ine term to the Roman Governo'r
Felix. I say Tertulins employs the sarne
telrn; for though iii our version of the
Wortd as translated Most Noble, iL is the
saa il, the original, as that whiich is lhere
traYishted, most excellent. Ilere then we

er4a diviuely inspired Evangelist, writing
for "Iiit-tcin employing the ordinry
1Lifluag'e of respect te a person of exalted

l"Prlk; fron 'whieh the obvious lesson is,
that Christianity does not counttenance

1dn6,or the setting at nouglit the or-

enreCustorns of civilized life. IL la plain
thrfN that those, who, frorn ën affecta-

ion of superior s.anctity, and regard to
the word of God, refuse te eû-iploy the
ordinary terms of respect, in 'the inter-
courqe of life, not only act .without due
authority from Seripture. but in opposition
te iL.

And now, dearly beloved, I would re-
mark, in conclusion, that the blessing
which we enjoy is unspeakable, in
having in our possession, an account of
the principal events ia the life of Jesus, re-
corded for our instruction, and transmitted
to our times with sucli an aiuount of evi-
denco, as no events in history ean dlaim.-
Let us testify odr appreciation of this
blessing, by a diligent and prayerful peru-
sal of these sacred records, and sure I arn
that in proportion as we study thein with
increa8ing diligence and prayerfulness, it
will be, with iticreaisingr profit and delight.
Finally, let us Lestify Our gratitude to God
for the unspeakable gift of Ilis dear Son,
by relying more simplv nnd catirely on
Jesus, f han we have ever done, d rawirag
more and more out of Ris infhîlte fuiness,
and tesqtifyiuig more and more our love to
Hlm iby the more faithful k-eel.ugtr of hia
commandments.

TRUE GAIN.

'Religion is a gainful thitng;' and this is a
conipelling motive which becomnes effectuai
upon al. Gain is the Gyod whom the world
worships. What wiil not moen do, w'hat wii
they tiot s'iffer for gain? What journeys do
men take b y land, what voyages by sea, th rough
hot and cold, tbrough fair and foui, through
storm and slune, through day and ni2-hL and
ail for gain! Now, ther is no calliug e)
gainful as this of' religion; it is the inost pro(-
fitabie empicynient wc cau take up. ,'GodLi-
nesa la profit-able uaiito ail things.' IL is a
great revenue. If it be closelv followed, it
brings in the greatest incorne. Indeed. some.
men are religious for the woricl's sake; such
shall be sure not to gain; but they wbo aire
religions for religion's sake shall be sure not
to lose, if heaven and carth ea recoinpenan
them; for 1 godliness hath the promise both
cf the life that now is, sud cf that which 8â to
corne.'-Mcad.
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