THE GOOD NEWS.
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chl‘llle evil beast had devoured his belgved
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IIL. “ And he came and touched the bier,
and they that bare him stood still,” v. 14.—
“The most common way of carrying a corpse
to the grave, was on a bier or bed, (2 Sam. iii.
31), which 1n some cases must have been fur
nished in a costly and elegant style. The
bier, however, in use among the common and
meaner sort of people was nothing but a plain
wooden board, on which, suppoited by two
poles, the body lay concealed only by a slight
coverlet from the view of the attendants.—
On such 2 humble velicle was the widow's
son, of Nuin, carried, and “this mode of
performing funeral obsequies,’ says an intelli-
gent traveller, * obtains equally in the present
day among the Jews, Mahommedaas, and
Christians of the Kast” The nearest relutives
kept close by the bier, and performed the
office of bearers in which, however, they wers
assisted by the company in succession.”—[ Kit.
Cyc. of Bib. Lit.

IV. “And he said, Young man, I my
unto thee, arise,” v. 14. Here again we have
an instance of & command being given to one
who had of himself no power to obey. But
with the word, there went forth a quickening
energy, and “he that was dead sat up and
began to speak.” In like manuer does onr
Lord give life 1o the spiritaally dead. Hia
word iy the weans, but the means to become
effectual must be accompunied with the all-
powerful operation of the Holy Spirit, Jumes
L 18; 1 Cor. ii. & “1le began to speak, "
This was an evidence that he was alive, and
hy speaking, thinking, and acting for Christ,
the qnickened soul gives evidence of its
spititual life,

V. “ And he delivered him to his mother,”
v. 15, Then indeed, did the ' widow's heart
sing for joy.”  Her mourning wus turned into
gladness. ~ We, too, when the Lord, by death
removes from us any of our friends, should by
faith hear him saying unto us, in accents
sweet, “ Weep not.”  Soon shall our dear de-
parted ones be restared to us, By his bloody
death, our blessed Lord vanquished death,
and him that had the power of death, 2 Tim.
i 10; Hob. ii. 14.

VL “And there came a fear on all,” v. 186.
We should fear God as much for his good-
ness as for his greatness. “'I'hey glorified
God, saying, That a great prophet is risen
upamong us.” I'ne great prophet whom they
were all at that time expcecting—the Christ.
“ And, that God hath visited his people.” 1l
all times of revival, when dead souls are
raised to spiritual life, the Lord visits his
people.  'The report of this miracle quickly
spread through the adjoiving country and
through the distant region of Judes, v. 17.

Learn L. That Jesus is a compassionate
Saviour,~Heb. iv. 15.



