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HEWORLDS OLDEST POIEK
BY THE REV. FREDERIO GREEVE4.

But the Book of Job is to be regardixi
Ma a Poem, not only frein its eîrîployment
of sublime and beautiful imagery, but aise
because il laq/3 bare, ?vrlk matchleas Paîwer,
th4e dep)t/s of streny(A and tenderness that
lie hidden in the kurnan ke(trt.

How wenderflily ia this donc iii the
character and history of Job! He ie ini-
trodueed te us at first wit}i nothing re-
inarkable about hiin-rich and presperous
-just to bis neighibours, benevoien1t te the

poor, ioving te bis children, faithfül to his
God. But ini all titis theru is nething ruý
markable: Rt wasý the case of hundreds in
bis day; it is the oasu Of thousands lu our
own: and had ail thiê coiitinuied, ho wonid
have gene dowvn to a nameleas grave, and
a few generations .after, bis very rnmery
would have been erasud. Suddenly sorrew
coines and tonches Miîn. In a moment bu
la transfigured. No new power la impart-
ed to bini, but those already la bhlm are
brouglht ite, activity. Imniecliately he
rises into a hero: bis grandeur becoines
colossal '.ho projeets the shadow of Lis
trial, and the light of bis triumphi over
forty etinturies. 11e acquires a naine that
wili endure as long as earth endures. And se
true is ail this te the me*st secret principie-s
of our nature, that even now after a lin-
dred generations have successivelv trodden
on hie dust, and laidl dowu te sleep beside
him, our own bearts, and the hearu. of ail
wbe read the stery, beat la perfect bar-
uneny wvith the stricken, but mnost buman,
heart of the Patriarch otf Uz!

Ti, ma i-i a mnan: his heart beats,
every pulse of it, la perfvct unison wiLh
muine; auil Yet 'vhat a bumo the inan is !-
Look at bis tendernuss! We sou titis 110;1e
in bis silence, than lu ail bis apeech, Onu
of the tenderest and mo8t touuhiug thi ngs
mn ail Litsrature la tbis niest eloquont and
pathetic silence of Job about bis childrurî.
TonC of them are gene; and through the
who!e of bis complaints, he never mun-
tions thumn. " Whiatl" yen say, ildo you
*idi that tenderness; net te speakl of bis
cluildron 1 one wvould have expected Iimii to
Paine thom flist of ail." Glad wu are to

hear you say so, tbough it is a grent fille
take; because It shows this is a ldnd 4
sorrow yen bave neyer known. If YO
character can ho perfected witbout it, a
grant yeu neyer may 1 But let us tel] yo*
Io heip you to undersiand Job, that iti
the shallow stream that imurmiurs; e
waters are sUlent:- that when real sorffo<
coules, it falls uipon the huart as 1îeatY #
an avalanche and as cold; ne teais thOý'
no coinpla i nin the bond- smnit 4 n ;")d
witherud, lik-e that of Jeb), S QS the StrickW'
deer, whiose onlv reniainingr wish is e
perietrate thu deptbs of the tangied foreot'
bide the paug fi-om every human eeIll
die in peace. Lest you should acuse 0

of explaining the silence of job tn«il,
(as you very iikely will if vou miensure i
serrew lw any yoli have kniown,) we
quote the opinion of Tennyson, expre5e'ý
in his poemn "ýIn Memor-ia'in," 'one of t11P
rnost beautiful, pois that has appearod fl>
Our day.

"The leaser griefs that m-ay be saitl,
That breathe a thousand tl'nder VOWOP
Are but as servants in a house

Where lies the master newly deadl;
Who speak t!ieir feeling as it is,

And weep tlie fùineýs front tlieir zw

'it will be hard,' they say', «.to find
Another service such as titis.,
14y lighter nioods are lih-e to these,

Which out of words a cornfort wili
But tiiere are other griefs wjtlhin,

And tears that at the forintain freeze;
For by thse bearth the children mit

Cold in that atinosphere of death
And scarce endure to draw their 4ýe

Or like to noiseless phautomas flit:
But open converse la there none,

So muchi the vittd spirit,, sink
To see the vacant chair, aud th1iuk.

llow good! how kind! and he La goee

Sueh is the Poet Lýý.ureatos beatutiful qly
preciation of the silence of profOuud ';jlw
.A.nd in this silence on the part of JO.po
iess titan iu ail his uLteranues, ý'Ve e b-

tunderiiess of the niarî's huait. .And tb"
te3nderns ie a part of Leroisni. A9 gree
beart is aiways .3 tendier one. And Olleb
Was, the heart of Job!

And thon look at the ilaI1's stÏ bis>
Two p)reofs suggest thiîunaeves of tlb1*80
determiiinel. Opposition to bis MoisU
friends; lus fit-in tru:; iii bis'Goti.
friends try to sÀlaku h;w out of confidel13c
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