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published. Inspiritig tbe formality and
narrow limnits wluicli imitators of classic
dramia liad laid down, lie raised a îîew
standard. 'He disregarded ail railes and
trastîîîg to bis genius and the judgnient
wiiclî.a passionate love of the work, gave
Mîin, succeeded iii briiîgiîîg the roinaîîtic
drama to a perfectioni it is iiot likely to
surpass.

Anotîter direction iii wlîicliis infiluenice
is just as strouugly, aitgli utot as
directly feit, is the novel. Th)ere is no
departmient of modern literatture that lias
hiad more positive influience iii moral and
social questions. A skillfuilly written
novel is a power for good or evîl, and<
Eiiglisbi novelists, nwe their first and best
lessons in tie truthiful and drainatic por-
trayal of luaiman experience, to Sîtake-
speare. He was the first to shiow the
romance wluicli exigts in every life, b<tl
itigli and lôw. It is tnt impossible titat
maich of the dramatic power am;i por-
trayal of lutinait nature wbichà tlirouigl
every page of Adani Bede or David
Copperfield could be traced back to
Shtakespeare. Thiotight travels froin age
to age. It is the story of the arrow and
the oak.

Plilosophers find iii Shakespeare's
works a ricli storehottse wliicli lias utever
yet been exliauisted. Fie was so bar lie-
yond bis time titat tlieories advanced by
him and igîmored by luis own generAtioui,
bave been studied by moderti wvriters wlio
deenied tite task wortby of their best
tiîouglit. His skill in reading character
and iii divining the motives of meii's
actionis, lias been of inestimable valuie iii
the researches of m-odern tinies.

Sliakespeare's iinfluenice bias beeti like
the ripples, wbich, starting front one
p)oint, gradually widen tititil thev ivasi a
hundred shores. It is beit in every de-*
partment of literature.

Sitice Shakespeare's true position bias
been recogîîized by luis countrytuen), lie
writings devoted to criticismn and atualysis
of bis various works boumi, iii tlîemselves,
ant extensive part of Englisi literature.
If t1he poet aud bis plays liad neyer ex-
isted wltat a large and valtiable literary

collection we sliotld hiave missed! How
inally critical essays aiud works of different
kinds bave been devoted, to Harnlet.
alotie! Popie, Tlieobald, Sir Thiomas
Hatimer, W'airbtittoti, Capeil, Stevens,
Malone anud Dr. jobunson, witb mauîy
otiiers of receit tintes, have written t ipof
Sîtakespeare, lais cliatacter, style and
works.

But Sluakespeare's greatest influtence is
iii thje addition made to Englisit litera-
titre by the works tliemseives. Thue%
stand iii putre, stro:tg, siumple Etglishi, iii
deptit of thouîglit, sweetness of expression
Onlly seconîd to the Bible. Tlîey are text-
bo<>ks from whlihtliimautity mray learn.
WIitre else do we fisid tlie love of nature
aîtd of niait so shown ? He speaks of
the floweus ais if lie loved tlitn; lus ear
wvas alike taued to htear tlie, souiids of
nature and the lauigh or sob of lis fellow-
nati atd fiitally permeatinK the wlîole is

a teverence for sàatîîî-e's God and thie
Creator of mani. Thiete is a dîviuîitv ttat,
sltapes otîr etids, rougit lîew tliein as we
will.

Altîjtugi Shtakespeare lias fauît-s as a
wvriter auîd we kiowv so littie of biitai as a
niait thtat we dare nt exaît liim as such, we
cati still tlîiîk of hit witiî love anci
tiiatikfuhiiess for tiie wottderftil legacy l'e
lias left us. li luis works wve sce reflected
ail tue différeuit pliases of lhuiti nature
auîd luis cluaracters are tie, traits of1
liuimanity persouified. Hamlet witlt lus
inelatncholy philosoplty, Portia witlu lier
wit auîd wisdoni, noble, Îit-lî--jartedl
Brutus, aie ail cliractei-s to, be studied
aîtd whuiclu caninot, fail to hiave ait effect
upout the nîiiud antd life of die reader.

Fiiially, Shtakespeare gave ta Euîglisi
literature a standard. Excellenîce is
always comtparative. Ment measure tîjeir
achiievenments by soute miodel, eithier real
or ideal. Onte mani sacceeds in clirîîbing

htgiabove lais fellows, anotiier stuives to
equtal or excel Minu, otiiers emniate lus
exanîple and soar ont, titus is the level of
tue wlaole raised. Tiais is progress and
its first eletutent is a liigli stanîdard,
wîuich was Shîakespeare's; gift to Englisît
I iteratutre.
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