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THE LIQUOR DISPENSAJRIES.

The decision of the Ontarîo Gover=ient ta take over the sale ofliquor for medfiCinal, pUrposes, and conduet or Contrai the dispensing of
it is one that is justilied by existing Conditions, and similar action xnay
lie expected in other Provinces.

The Winnipeg Telegrarn says it is reliably informed -that whole-
sale druggists buy Scotch whiskey right here in Wininipeg fromn thewholesale liquor dealers for $24 a case, and 'Without even opening thse
case reseli it to local retail druggists at $45 a case-thus xnaking a profit
of $21 for the work of doing a littie carting and bookkeeping." The re-tail druggists do the dispensing, and the Telegram says they re-sIl to
the public in prescriptions at a rate whîch gives them $63 a case.

It may be argued by some that the n'aking of liquor expensive dis-courages its use, but on the other hand it is to bie noted that the Condition
whieh makes the sale of liquor as highly profitable as this te those who
handie it creates a strong impulse to push -sales and pile up pro&is.

The taking over by the Government of the dispensing of liquor cuts
awaY at a stroke the profit-making iflterest and the incentive ta pugh
zales. The prices would be reduced by the elimination of large profit,but when the Government is the on(Iy lawfutl retailer there will probably
b. a steady decline in the quantity of liquor bought, sold and used.

PUBLIC HJEÀLTH BILL.

The Govcrnment bill creating a Department of Publie Health isexetdto' le brouglit down eomparatively early, althougli the exactfor of it is flot yet determined. It is seemingly an open questioni
whether a separate Ministry wilbl lecreated or the work added to that
of onie o! the existing departmnents.

So far as eau lie learned, the functions o! the department wonîd in-

(1) Very careful supervision of immigration by procces o! mediosi
i.spection ta ensure thiat only those of good physique and in good health
lie adxnitted to the country.

(2) institution of medical research along the lines of the Pasteur
and Rookefeller Institutes, but with particular reference te diseases
peculiar to Canada.

(3) Direction of propaganda as ta how to live to promoe health,
colloetively and iindividually.

It is understood that the subjeet of medical education, the tests and


