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g A CASI] OF CO’\TSECUTIVE CEPG&'IC DE-
ME’\'TIA I‘?VOLVING AN IMPORTANT
MLDICO LEGAT, QUESTION.

53’ UKNPI Howaen, M D, M.R.CS.E, Visiting thsxemn
e "+ Longne Pomte Lunatic Asylum

,'}.»efore the \!eﬁneo-cblrurgxcal Society ox’)éontres,!
<.+ 7 _19ih March,1880.) - ‘
| PRESIDENT AND HENTLEMEN, ——.Seemm
howyvery common is that mental state known
dementm and how-that all the. lunatic asy-
- lums in the world are crowded with that class
“of patlents dementw, of one. form or another,

,r\,ﬁom numerous different causes, I am afraid

:1bat you must be surprised that I'did not choose
case of. some other form of insanity, or in
sanity in some other sta ge, than thatof dementm ‘
‘ havo chosen this case not because that it in
¥, :eéi)ect differed from a nu\mber,of ‘others
in'the’ asylum, but because this particular case
hap}iened to be the - cause of a mrcumstancg
¢ that . mvolved a very important medico-legal
‘quostion. - The whole case turned upon the one
single point; was it possible, under certain cir- -
mstances, that a certain cnme could be com- _
Aitted ? This was the quesmon Twas c‘zlled upon
L to” solve The Coxnt was' two' COIHD]ISSIOHG]S :
The. accusexs had. two clever lawyers, and the
3Ccused one, and I assure you that never in my’
d!d I get such & Cross- e*mmlnatlon as Idid
A0 that case; never, in'my life, did-I'see such a
mtxon on: the part of lawyers to blmfr

in the accused guilty. Surely if ever two. m
deserved to be well paid by their elients;. the
two lawyers' did. - ‘Well, my testxmony was thm:,
the crime could - not be - commmted and. 0y the,‘
case broke down. L )

T will tryand bring. tho- case bef‘oxe you m&",
as delicate 2 manner aaI poasibly can;. 50,88 -
not to shock your sensibilities;:you will yom
selves easx]y wpply that which I cannot pn
into language.' The questxon was, could. pria ¢
pism take place in a man suﬂ‘ermg from conse
‘cutive chr omc dementxa, orrather a cer tain: man P
whose case I will just now give you? If it could, .
then the crime. could. have been committed ; if"
it-could not, then the crime could not have beer ’
committed., . At all times, and under any eir-
cumstancea the crime ‘of which: the accuse
was ch.xro'ed would - be a dlsgustmg and ~an-
natmal cnme, but, under the cxrcumstances in
this case, the man that would be vullty of it
we would be bound, in very. charity, to lo
Aupon asa. momlly insane man. o

§ o.asz

‘ When my qttentlon Was mst c'tlled to A, B
: atred about 35, he was mttmo naked. i in his ceU P
croucbed in the corner, in do g-like fashion, hxs«« .
gemtal organs hanging down, and respmblm«r
‘more a pxece of dir ty mtestmes “than " the. gem
tals of a'man. ' He. Wass0 em%xated ‘that hi
‘bones Were s:mply covered Wxth slqn, and h1
skin was br oken and uk,erated in different parts
‘par tlcul'u-]y “over his’ Joints. - HIS “head, fac’e
h:mds fmd body were smear ed ‘with hzs own




