
The Maritime Medical News.
A MOTILLY JOURNAL OF MEDICINE ANI) SURGERY.

VOL. VI. HALIFAX, N. S., OCTOBER, 1894. No. 10.

- COJNTBNTS. E---

OnIINAL COMMUNICATiONS: Coaîei.sî'oNnENes:
Note on Convulsive Seizures. W. Ji. liattie. The Media lieCkter of Nova Scotia. 41F

M. D................................... . 389
A Case of Interscapulo.Thoracic Amputation

for Chondro-Sarcoma of the Siolider.Toint.
F. T. Shepherd. M. D.... ................ 394 . reatinerit of i)llterii. By Antitoxtu Pr.

Reminiscences of the lite International MRdi- .................................... 400
cal Congress at Roie. W. Tobin, F.R.S.C. 395 i 1O tue Induction of Irenntnre Laber, by

TCh Mpetier de & v ........ 41E G~Row ux..... ................... ........... 400;

Enrroa : .row.ng lPains................... ......... 4

Quarantine Arrangemaents at Hlifax......399 Etc., Etc.

NOTE ON CONVULSIVE SEIZURES.

By W. H. HATTIE, M. D., Assistant
Superintendent of the Hospital for

Insane, Halifax, N. S.

(Read before Canadian Medical Association at
St. John, 1894 )

I do not think that I can be very
far astray in asserting that of ail
diseases which have been studied by
men of niedicine, none lias given less
evident reconpense, in the way of
applicability to therapy, than that
particular manifestation of disordered
nervous action known as epilepsy.
Despite the faithful attention given
by many able investigators to the
questions of the etiology and pathology
of this dreadful disease, we are yet
ieft in a position which comupels us to
admit that our knowledge of it isso
limited and so crude that such treat-
ment as we adopt is largely empirical,
and not suggested by a rational under-
standing of the condition which we

desire to relieve. It is no doubt pre-
sunptive in nie to offer any sugges-
tions upon this subject, but my obser-
vations of several epileptic patients in.
the* wards of the Nova Scotia Hospital
for Insane has imprebsed upon me
the belief that not all lias yet been
done in the study of the disease, ant
I am before you to ask your attention
to an hypothesis which is perhaps only
a modification of other hypotheses,
but whicl is one that affords a basis
for investigation. One principal reason
for bringing it to your notice is the
hope of being able to interest some of
those here-more competent and better
equipped than myself for the neces-
sary laboratory work-to engage in
developing the theory. It is my in-
tention- nerely to make this paper a.
preliminary to a more ambitious con-
rnunication which I hope ere long to
make public.

Convulsions are supposed by Htugh-
lings Jackson, and I think by ail
other authorities of note, to be due to
a sudden violent discharge of nervous
energy from the cells of one or other


