2 ORIGINAL COMMENICATIONS,

times professionally and otherwine prepared. However well you may

now b versed i the principles of your profession, 1 would cantion you

aseninet the fatal belict, whicie { fene too esiensively prosails aomes gra-

daates in medicine, that this day closes sour profissional studie, Re-

meaber thiet the seienee is advaneing, that mueh [whor i reguisite to

keweep prasce with its progress, that the munmerots improvemens of the pat

few vears, the Figid wethod of fnduction now so estensively applied by

meen of extrzcndinary tdents, well trained minds and great powers ofcouti-

mrons i) Bthorious sejentific i estigation, who are devotedly and zeafons

Iy vigaseed inthe study of the different branches of the Seieuee of Medis

ity promiw s ueh lange prospective additions 1o our alrendy vich stores
of Kuowledies, un no inedividual, however talented, ean in justice to his
paticuts or biweelt) iwmore,  Bather than that son should eenmin sta
tioenary in professionad know ledgey whilst the seieace thus advarees, far
better would it have bevn for vour owe happiness, for the doneur of one
profession, and for the parntuount interest of the community, had you
never entered our temple,  Nat oply should you endeavour to keep pace
with the seieneey by rewling the medical jourtuls and new publications
of inerit, but vou should also be ambitious, so far as opportunity offers
to contribute  towards its progress.  Whilst thus impioving your own
powers of obscrvation, description and reflesion, you will at the same
time be repaving to those who are to succeed you, the debt you owe 10
the Jdistinguished men whe have gone before us, The departments of
medical seience, in which the greatest advances have been made of Inte
yeoars, are those of organic chemistry, physiology and dingrosis,  ‘The re-
sults arrived at by chemico-physiologieal rescarches, are fast becoming the
basis of seientific medicine, and hold out the pro-pect of our being at no
distant day, as intimately acquainted with the modes of origin, prowth,
nutrition, action and decay of the organic kingdoms, as an engrineer ia
with the structure, power and action of a steam engine. It requires,
therefore, but litth rveflection to perceive that both the engineer and phy-
sialogist, best acquainted with the structure and action of the machinery
which they respectively superintend, are by far the fittest partics, for
being entrusted with correcting their derangements. And a3 empyri-
cism has dissppesred from the seiences of astronc my and chemistry, as
inuction and exact knowledge hus dispelied the delusions of ast:)logy,
slchemy and magic, 8o will the nuraerous ephemeral medical delusions
of our times, disappear before the rising sun of physiolegical knowledge,
which has already, to a great extent, unravelled the long concealed mys-
teries of organic life, and enabled us to sce, as it were through a glass
dimly, the cndless design, the wonderful adaptation of means to ends,



