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wound, indicate the commencement of eifusion from the bowel, or an extra.
vasation of blood, an culargement of thie opening slone can save the life of
the patient.  The ex ternal wound should be eularged, the cffused matter
sponged up with a s ift moist sponge, and the howel or artery secured by
suture.  When a pen etrating wound, which may have injured the intestine,
has been closed by su..ure, and does not du well, increasing symptoms of the
infinmmation of the a ddominal canty being accompanied by gencral tender.
ness of that part, witd n decided swelhng underncath the woued, it isg
point in surgery, whch a surgeon should contemplate in all its bearings,
The proceeding is simj ile, little dangerous, and under such circmnstances can
do no harm.

When the wounded bowel protrudes, or the external opening is sufficieatly
Jurge to enable the suy-geon to see or feel the injury by the introduction of
his finger, there shoul d be no difliculty as to the mode of proceeding. A
purncture or cut, which is filled up by the mucous couat, £o as to be apparently
impervious to air, does not demand a ligature. )

An opening which does not appear to be so weil filled up us to prevent air
and fiuids from passing through it, as such wound cannot usually be lessthan
two lines in length, should be treated by suture.  When the opening is small,
a tenaculum may be pushed through both the cut edges, and » small sitk
ligature passed around, below the teancalum. so as to include the opening in
a circle, 2 mode of procecding 1 have adopied with success in wounds of the
jnternal jugular vem, witkout impairing its continuity : or the opening may
be closed by one, two. or more continuwous stitches, made with a very fins
needle and sitk thread, cut off in both methods close to the bowel, the removal
of shich from the iromediate vicinity of the external wound is little to be
apprehended under favourable circumstances.  The threads or suture will be
carvied into the eavity of the bawel, as bas been already stated, if the person
survive; and the exteraal part of the weunded bowel will either adhere to
the abdominal peritopeum, or to ene or other of the neighbouring parts.

YWhen the iutestine is more largely injured, in u longitudinal or transverse
dircction, or is completely divided as far as, or beyond the mesentery, the
continuous suture is absolutely necessary.

When the abdomen is penetrated, and consideradle biceding takes place,
it is necessary to look for the wounded vessel. When the hemorrhage comes
from one of the mesenteric arteries, or fromn the epigastric, the wound is to
be enlarged until the bleeding artery is exposed, when ligatures are to be
pleced ou its divided ends, if they both bleed. Ilhave seen the cpigastric
artery ticd several times with succese.

A Portuguese cagador on piyuet was wounded at the sccond siege of
Badajos, in a sally made by some French cavalry. He had three or foor
trifiing cuts on the head and shoulders, and onc across the lower part of
the belly on the right side.  IIe bled profusely, and when brought to me
had lost « consiflerable quantity of blood, which came through = small wousd
made by the point of a sabre.  This wound I enlarged until the wounded
but undivided artery became visible : upon this two ligatures were placed,
aund the external wound was sewed up.  The peritoncum wis opened 10 3
small extent, but the bowel did not protrade, and the patient (not being sa
Englishman, and not therefore so liable 2o intlainmation) recovered after
being sent to Elvas,

A soldier of the saine regiment cut down st the same time, died as he wss
brought into camp, having been severely wounded in the chest and the
abdomen. Ie is snid to have died of hemorrhage, from a wound in the
belly, two inches in lengtl:., made £y onc of the long pointed swoeds of the

French dragoons. I had the curiasity 1o enlarge the wound, and fourd o3¢
of the small intestines had been cut half across, another part injured, 3'23
that the biood had come from an artery which hiad been opened by the poit
of the sword in going through the mesentery, which wound had caused B
death.

The recollection of theseand of other nearly similar cases causes me
say that when hemorrhage takes place from within the abdomen the w0



