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FAMILîî XVý.-Oxybeida-..

Uuquestioîîably, thiis group is closelv related 10 the Cr-aionitia,,
ivhere înost authorities have lIaceLl it. buit, b mle) thec quite différeîi
shaped hiead, thc absence of the basai abseissa of the cubitus iu the front
îvings, and the remarkable formation of the scutelluni and postscutelIum,
characters flot found iu any other group, -seemi t0 justify one in sepa-
rating it from the Crabronidoe and tîreaîîngÏ it as a distinct family.

The group wvas first recognized as a sbailin 18-14, bY C. G.
Thomnson, in bis Skandinaviens Hynienoptera, Vol. MI., p). 256.

'l'le species prey upon sînail (lies (Diptera>, whichi they store III lu
thieir burrows inade in loose sandy soul.

TI'le kxnown genera, are not numierouis, and mnay bc recognized with
the aid of the following table:

'l'able of Genera.

IN-andibles beneath not emarginate, rarely with an indistinct median
incision ; submedian ceil as long or very nearly as long as the mediai),
the transverse median nervure interstitial, or nearly, widî thie basai
nervure, or at most uniting with the miedian vein not întîch before ils
origin. ....................... 2.

Maudibles distinctly emarginate beneath; subniedian ce,1 very much
shorter than, the median, the transverse nmedian nervure uniting, %vith
the median, vein m-uch before the origin. of the basai nervure.

Pygidium triangular wvith a distinct pygidial area, the hypopygidium
very iiarr-ow..........(i) Oxybeloimorplîa, Brauins.


